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o e eee eee This an 
infringement of the Charter of the Royal Infirmary, and a violation of the promiſe 
of the original Managers, on the faith of which the Charter was granted. Very bad 
for the patients. The reſult of a bargain with the Surgeons for money. Such a 
 bargainMconfitent with the purpoſe of the Infirmary, and beyond the power of the 
Managers. It ought to be ſet aſide, as bad for the patients, illegal, unjuſt, and incoti- 
fiſtent with the _— the es as e in the Charter of the Infir- 
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SxcT. . 1 NE e Four ne 
of the ſenior Surgeons have withdrawn from it. All the junior Surgeons, to the 
number of twenty or more, who refide' in Edinburgh, attend and operate. in the Hof- 
pital in rotation, each for two months at a time. General view of the nature and 

= greatneſs of the evils neceffarily reſulting from this ſyſtem, which have been long 

4 and ſeverely felt, and often complained of. ' Theſe evils fo great and notorious as to 

 fuperſede all particular enquiries, and all difcuſfions which might be deemed utifa- - 

 rourable to any individuals. Extracts from the printed Memorial of the Surgeons | 

' who brought about that bargain with the Managers. Remarks on that Met 5 
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Seer: fl. aides rks on 02 en e e e rc ator Mi 80 of 
|; ry of ſeleQtion'and permanent appointracit of 2 few attending Surgeons for the | 

4 of the patients Reaſons for expecting chat the Surgeons will ſoon be con- | 
Une of this, if they will fairly attend to it; and that they will act as wiſely, libe- . 
rally, and honourably, at preſent, as the Phyſicians did on a fimilar'occafion fifty _ 
years'ago.  Suppolitivnr ſtated and conſidered that they may not do fo. Then they _ 
muſt either affert that their promiſcuous Atendance; by rotation is not bad for the 
patients, or elfe,” that though bad for the patients, it is the right of the Surgeons by +. 
” their bargain with the Managers, which eee be 
1 EY rſs ew N ance: liſtinQ,. | "on men, 
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SecT. IV. 6 of the Managers tated logically. 8 
fer of the moſt ample and une xceptionable evidence, to prove that the attendance of 
* e ranch in rotatigh i is Try 6d ann. 9 a | "_ 1 n | 

: Sud V. Argument to {prove, that every bargain or contract between the Managers | 
olf the Infirmary and the Phyſicians and Surgeons, with reſpect to their mode of at- 
tendance in it, which is bad for the patients, muſt be null and void. Illuſtrations 
of this a ;1 Analogy. between the duty of the Managers and that of che 
| Phyſicians, and Surgeons, of an hoſpital. - The former, in law and equity, bound to 
procure, the latter to do, whatever is beſt for the patients. This moral duty ſu- 
| W 8 ind indeſeaſible. Exery contract, either directly and avowedly inconſiſtent 
it, or, indire@ly, hy its necefary rg implying the negleQ, or viola- - 

A A a at my which 1 force 

muſt beet phe An 9005 might be uw 

ied nts 5; 3 EE | 7 

Seer VI. "The Sous fubjet Sant rolls n K Farthay Wuſtrations. Aae ze * 

marks on the bargain of the Managers with the Surgeons. Some mala fides in that 
tranſaction. The money given by the Surgeons on condition that they ſhould. be 
allowed to attend promiſcuouſiy by rotation in the Infirmary, was a Bribe to the 
Managers, not as individuals, but in their corporate capacity. Both parties er 
chat they were doing wrong to a third party, the patients. Excuſe for the Mana- 

Ser. Their motive ru. and honourable. They knew not the greatneſs of the 

wrong. which they were Join - hon ee nigh Hi ng. 
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Seer. VU. Strict logical e 0 4 3 Ni that every Eg rnb "of 

I nagers of the Infirmary and the Surgeons with. reſpect to their mode of end- 

ance, which is bad for the patients, muſt be null and void in law. The contradic- 

iple aſſumed, that ſuch a bargain is valid and indefeaſible. Caſes tated with . 

2 ta. ſhow the abſurd inferences implied in it. Such a bargain ſuppoſed giving 
the right of attendance in the. Hoſpital only to the oldeſt, or only to the youngeſt, or 

"oo to the. worſt of the Surgeons. The preſent ſyſtem of rotation actually implies, - 

nd inſures, and makes worſe, what is worſt in all thoſe three ſuppoſed caſes. Re- 

marks on the abſurd attempt made many years ago to remedy the eyils of the 99 
bs rotation, by e the time af each derer 8 attendance. from. one month 
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| cr. VIII. IIluſtration of the preceding argument by the ating of « caſe, a cent 
4 between two Corporations, fimilar to that between the Managers and the Sure. 
Y geons in every reſpect, except that there is no third party, like the patients in 
: the Infirmary, whoſe intereſt or rights can be injured by it. Such a contract, 
F278 whether advantageous or the contrary to one or other of the contracting parties, 
i would be valid in law and equity. Abſurdity and atrocity of applying the ſame 
G principles to the contract between the Managers and the Surgeons. Brief ſummary 
5 ” Se of the A en for the W in law and equity, | Page 173.178. 
ot | Seer, IX. Propoſal for a more SER APY Een of che . of the 1 
1 in the Royal Infirmary, on the pure principle of what would be beſt for the pa- 
. tients. Two or three ordinary attending Surgeons, the beſt qualified that can be 


got, permanently appointed. An aſſiſtant from among the junior Surgeons, to each 
"| of them, either from the firſt, or as ſoon as wanted. Conſulting Surgeons, more 
| or er, men of eminence in their profeſſion and long experience, to be called 
of in only in extraordinary caſes. Even. in ſuch caſes, only one; or two, or three of 
—_— 5 > tan to be called in, and fo be deemed a proper and ſufficient conſultation. The 

- | 7 choice of theſe, from among the conſulting Surgeons appointed by the Managers, to 
be left, in every particular caſe, to the ordinary attending and operating Surgeons. 
. _ Nuiſance of promiſcuous and very numerous conſultations. Remarks on the uſes 
And abuſes of conſultations, Of medical education, ſocieties, eloquence, orators, 
. harangues, debates, controverſies, quarrels, inveterate rancour, and everlaſting. war- 
fare. IIluſtrations and examples of this from diſtant ages and countries, and from 
© different branches of Phyſic and Surgery. Reference for information concerning. 
dme moſt recent controverſies among the Surgeons of Edinburgh to the writings of 
- ©*.  Fohathan Dawplucker, Eſq; Some account of him and his newly invented Janus- 
ite Maſk, his great talents, peculiar wit and acrimony, rigid impartiality, and un- 
5 queſtionable authority. Jonath e 185 x the veſt of al polls won. 
"207; ART 7 in this Memorial.” G © er e I. 
Memorial, on receiving authentic information of the facts, any omiſſions with reſpect 
ih e- e WR hey tha eg u fue e of the College of Surgeons in ge- 
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| | them 45. it as his right to act in his turn as attending and 
operating ſurgeon in this Hoſpital. 

This ſtxange/ſyſtenj was at one thne an innovation, the hiſtory 
of which 18 not quite forgotten. It is not however ſo generally 
known, but it is equally true, that it was and is a groſs violation 

| of the promiſe of the original fublcribers and founders of the In- : 
| firmary, and an 2 red of our charter obtained on the faith 
of that promiſe... .. r 
ia original nfiiratos of (his Hoſpital, a as a in he pe- 4 
|  —tition of the Managers to the King, praying hint to erect them 
into a corporation, which petition is engroſſed, and the inſtitu- 
tion itſelf recorded, and, as I ſhould think, unalterably eſtabliſhed, - 
ing the charter of this Infirmary, © Poor fick, properly recom- 
fl — © mended, from any part of the! cauntry; who'are not abſolutely 
A incurable, are to be entertained and taken care of by the Royal ? 
© College of Phyſicians of Tdintaagh.,dadi/ows o theme ful 
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in 8 petition, our; Charter was grant ted, the. whole of therchar- | 
ter refers. For that expreſs purpoſe. this, corporation Was. pu 4 

' flituted; and; its powers re expreſßiy limited ts things confiftent * | 

(mich the laws of, the; nenn, ibis nan tend 10 ile , 
© charitable.  Jefegn:;”: ot; 18-3t.6 me fully, cxproſled. in other 

155 place of the charter, belt condute: ib the: charitable nu and 
2 * purpoſe Dons ee 09. 1255330 endo wneamot bas oat pt 

It is plain that hy our W whole en egeiaf hy- 
5 Belang had ids attend; ry this--lafiumany: :- bat men 
Wenne, 777. t0 Son 243:03 Shurlt 5 

5 , eee ee eee eee ee eee 1 

7 tion, and in the charter, putting the Phyfitians and the Surgeons 

dn ſo different a footing with reſpect vo their mode of attendande = 
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120 „ | 
8 by: the foundels of the Hoſpital. There had veal Y 
violent diſpute between them and the Surgeons about it for ſome 


y years before the charter was obtained, which was not till 1736. 
y | The temporary” hoſpital had been conducted by the College of 
n Phyſicians, (che original founders of the inſtitution); and by a 


few of the Surgeons choſen for that purpoſe by the Managers 
from 1729. This ſelection had given great offence to the other 
Surgeons. But the Managers at that time, ſteady to their purpoſe, 
promiſed in their petition, and had it inſerted in their charter, 
that the poor fiek: were to be taken care of by /ome of the nioft 
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11 to che preſent purpoſe to attend to very ſtrictly. 
5 more and others 1% ſkilful. This, I prefume, many people 
would very readily believe without the evidence, either of a ghoſt, 


: renne and phyſicians. 2 5 
Secondly, It implics, what. _ a; indeed at ac REY 


fort or more, oß the | 
5 Faint. fem of the moſt fhilful t take care of the ſick poor in the In- 
85 Iconteire that every ſet” of Managers” were Jegs 

"tif do de sg tt vhs Bet of hate knowledge, inforttia 
auch belief, by their oath! d feli duminiſtrutione, Which a of 
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Ailful Chirurgeons. ' This irreſiſtibly implies two things, both of 
£7 which are ſelf- evident at any rate, and both of which i It is much 


or of a Royal Charter: for this reaſon, among others, that it is ge- 

nerally known to be che caſt with the individuals of many differ- 

ee profeſſions;. very remarkably among lawyers and wig - makers, 
 ſhoemal c anch tailors, We cooks,” Gs hence, e : 


4 Ibo, 


. The Wa reg to take before” they dan act ay Y 
» r an 8 "hr Law's e ichen cate! of the 1 
CES ET 1 


It implies, that, of the Surgeons . . g | 


| heard of, except one ſet of our Predecefſurs in this truſt, would "0 

_ confider: as ſelf-evident; that ĩt was,” and i, and ever muſt be, che 

| 175% and the duty of the Managers, out of the great number, 
urgeons: of Edinburgh,” to chooſe and ap- 


right or power to annul one clauſe or condition of cheir charter, 
than to annul the whole of it; or to inſert a new clauſe 3 Lats 
or to give ee py: een own a 


dre te Unixerſities in. Aberdeen, as there are 
cscurſe, any man Who ee diploma:of D 50 of | 
St Andrew's, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, or Edinb 
| entitled. to haxe enen from Staten 4a pr of in. 
Edinhurghy; wichour any -previous/examination;ic' efial; Thb 
a a n fer Forth. in e ge | 


ee 5 a. faithful care be adi 


HNoſpital: for to chat end and pu bes the corporation. was exec 1 2 
ed, and the Hoſpital and. its funds are abſolutely deſtin 7 


Acting under that charter, and having taken chat a as 
FAM © ſurely could have no legal right to violate the charter 
itſelf, by violating one of the expreſs conditions and purpoſes 
for which it Was granted. They ſurely could have no more 


0 en a n nen, 
charter. . 1878 58 998 
I doubt becher in dict a 8 les or ju 


they might have had in equity, they could have violated. the © 
condition of their charter, and expreſs promiſe and o ig 
of their inſtitution, even for a good purpoſ ee. 
OY am no- i096 her bur I know, to my forrow, 37 A fimilagin- | 
ly by ga 1 and alia 1 ar en iy 8 


ne 16 held. Py valid! in FOE 
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The Reyal College of Phyſick tn ans 


the four Univerſities of e ue or rather the | 
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in Edinburgh has oa charter 
ee with a. moſt unfortunate limitation, a jure u all 


1 Gans A. 


bx 


r nr 8 6 Tk 3 dE AGREE _ 7 1 1 2 ng r * » a a _— * PC $9” Ska id... I. 
2 . N E ö 3 — NE Y * nn * — 1 „ - * p - * 7 Ee” N. 8 x 
* 237 2 if * * L 0 2 4 
N 3 * 8 3 1 GS: >) 2 3 2 y + < £ : 9 1 Fil » „ 
* 3 . e >. 8 4 5 2 4 * 3 4 1 Wt; ry 1 « G 3 e * 7 5 
N 3 k ? ; ye : : ; : 3 5 2 8 4 ; ; - 2 * ; 
5 i 3 5 * V . 28 / A 1 „ uti & «4 : N 55 if \ 3% 4 . Les” 2 : 
„ 2 „ 2 . 1 * c . ODER Be. : 5 N . * 5 
* 5 4 £ ZIG { x : : 7 . 
? : 8 8 p 4 i *% 


an e ede eng that ſome gentlemen, wh have ſtu - 
died, or pretended to ſtudy, phyſic, in the Univerſity of Edin- 


burgh, and who, on being examined by the Profeſſors of medi- 
cine here, have been found groſaly i W ee and Dems remitted - 


to their ſtudies, have immediately after obtained the ple 
ma of M. D. from-ſome other Scorch Univerſity. One unlearn- 
an, whoſe: head ſeems to have been ſomewhat Whg 


hen uſual, had the wiſdom to provide himſelf wich fuch a di- | 


ploma, e lh L. 14, or thereabouts), before he allowed the E- 
dinburgh Provellczs: of phyſic. to examine him, having, I pre- | 
ſume, got juſt knowledge enough of phyſic, to know that he 1 
knew nothing about it, and that poſſibly the Profeſſors would: 

find that out When chey ex amined him. This gentleman had . 

the goodneſs: to write: and publiſly- a pamphlet, and one Fe 

others took the trouble to publiſh a large octavo vdlume, abuſing 

the Edinburgh Profeſſors for what they had done: which PRs 
e of courſe, completely juſtifiad the Profeſſors. ed rst. 45 

But they would not have juſtified the College of Phyſicians} in 


re the young Doctors, the authors of them, 4 Koetce'to AJ 
practiſe phyſie in this city, if they had applied for ſuch licence. 
could not, even to do à thing clearly expedient, and eqm- 
blojn amb _—_ violated that clauſe of our charter which en 
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their -#7pþt, coeval with che inſtitution; and eſtabliſhed expreſsly 
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pulation or condition in it, or promiſe on their part in their peti- 
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the Hoſpital, we ate guardians of the health and lives of the fick 
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conſiſtent with that right, and ans _ for * fick tes m | 


be a walled: / 71 17 14355 


This 1 eee er . * on ene zuſt a as much 
as on the point of ſtrict law, we muſt reſt our cauſe. Far from 


| wiſhing to keep it out of view, or to ſhrink from the moſt pub- 
lc and rigorous diſcuſſion of it, I wiſh to bring it forward, to 
Banck r in the Tee light; to ſtate it en and to illuſtrate ir 


| fully. 20 ths, 2 2 5 4 4 1 . Ort, } 


"Iris, in this ebe che vanity wo think Tay be of 


As Is 


38 FT Ag? Levy ett 


ted to e hide ti N 

eee 15 cannot ee even a point of equity, as a layer 
5 d do. I Eno cannot make the moſt of thoſe ſtrong 
obvious conſiderations of natural juſtice, and humdnity, and 


5 good faith, and expediency, and common ſenſe, which this caſe | 


fo amply : Tl IEF 


|Buy on the ot r hand, 1 1 ee n as iſcu 
caſe, on principles of equity, involves the knowledge and con- 
fideration of many facts and circumſtances; quite foreign to the 
abits and the choughts of lawyers, which che office and duties 


* "theſe particulars are fo intimately blended with the 


{{ ors; ) 


ſential to ib. n che conſideration of che cloſe affinity b 
teen the duty befitting the managers of an hoſpital ee che | 
 fick poor admitted into it, and the profeſſional duty of phyſi- 
cians and ſurgeons to the ſame ſick poor hen zbeir patients, 
may deſerve the moſt ſerious attention. The two duties appear 
to me ſo near akin, as to differ chieffy, or ſolely, in this reſpect, 
chat in point of common ſenſe, and good faith, and natural juſtice, 
che former (the Managers) are bound to procure, hat the latter 
(Phyſicians and Surgeons) are bound to do, for the fick poor 
entruſted to their care. Both duties appear to me indefeaſtble 
and Supreme ; chat is, ſuperior; to all conſiderations of Recipes 
| 8 that can be put in competition with, them. 
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| 2X6 a dozen ſuch ane were proved inconteſtably, they could 
lead to no fair concluſive general inference againſt the bargain, 
. to certain inferences with reſpect to thoſe ſurgeons in- 
dividually. It might be ſaid, and very —— it would be 
ſaid, Let thoſe individuals, according to the circumſtances of their 
reſpective caſes, be admoniſhed, or cenſured, or in ed, = 
if found abſolutely incorrigible, let them be forbidden to take c 
of the ſick poor in the Hoſpital: but let the general Wn 
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taking any ſhare in a ſyſtem which they know to be bad, and 
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motive for ; withdrawing from it. But a young ſurgeon, rather 
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ments, a ſhort ſpecimen is given in the ˖ ; 
and a very ſhort one, I am ſure, will ſuffice. | fo Ra 
I know- alfo what is commonly ſaid of corporations, chat they 
have neither ſhame nor conſcience ; and that many men, united i in 
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The fact is, as the Managers may e e 
by peruſing the liſt of the ſurgeons who have attended in che Hoſ- 
pital by rotation during the laſt three as ee , e, mg 

ooſe to exerciſe that ght. 


ſeventeen; counting upwards from the. bottom of the liſt, who re- 
ſided in Edinburgh, did attend and operate in the Royal Infirmary, | 
in the laſt rotation or ſucceſſion, each for two months at a 
time. Of the ſeventeen juniors, from Mr Lawſon to Mr corge 
trended in their wee bam. 
o is ſurgeon LI 4 regiment in a diſtant 1 
part of England; Mr Charles Anderſon, whoſe ſituation is the 

ſame with Mr kawelor's ; Dr William Niſbet, who is ſettled in 
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Jeorge: Bell (che Ts attending ſurgeon : March, 1 $00.) Their 
time of attendance in ſucceſſion will extend to ten months, that 
3s, till the iſt March 1801. Before that time probably three or four 
more will be on the liſt, implying the attendance of the junior 


| Wires in the; Moi in ſucceſſion for fer or four . wie 


at interrupt ion ai Re ao 
But many, indeed e ee ee eee refpedtable. 


body, men of the higheſt eminence in their profeſſion, in whoſe 


character, and judgment, and knowledge, and attention, and Kill, 
and dexterity in the important article of chirurgical operations, 
the public; has the greateſt. confidence, haye withdrawn them- 
ſelves from that ublic, honourable, and charitable duty. „ 
Of the three-and-twenty ſenior Fellows of the College of Surgeons, 
counting downwards from the top of the liſt, only four have at- 
tended in the courſe of the laſt rotation. Aae Foun: raped, 
Ruſſel, Mr Wardrope, Mr Arrot, and Mr Latta. * 

This non-attendance of many of the moſt, and vaſt 
eminent of the ſurgeons. begas long ago, but bas increaſed very 
much of late: and though, a very great evil in itſelf, and a. groſs 
violation af the bargain with the Managers, at leaſt of che ſpirit; 
and meaning of it, though not juſt of che terms of che contract, 
now paſſes unnoticed; But I have been informed, chat when it 
firſt began, it Was ſeriouſly taken notice of by the Managers, and 
complained of by them as a breach of the contract on the part 
of the ſurgeons. There can be no doubt that the Managers at 
leaſt, and, as I ſuſpect, the eee Tag: Rf duch e n 
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e und equally unavailing dem, of 
four ſubſtitute ſurgeons attending along with-thoſe in rotati 
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inſtead of thoſe who declined to attend in their turn, was adopted ; 
and after a full trial for many years, was given up as uſeleſs — 
Ide ſyſtem of rotation being in itſelf fundamentally bad, may 
_ eafily be made 4007/e ; but never can be ma INF nor even better 
chan it was at firſt: and as to the various degrees of badneſs, all 
of them very great, which may take place in it, aa * 
" VE are worth diſputing,” or taking any trouble about. 40 
It is ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe to bels, d grade 40 it 
has come to this paſs, that the practice of furgery in the Royal | 


Infirmary is chiefly, and for two or three years together 1s . 


in the hands of the youngeſt and moſt inexperienced fu geons, e 
of them attending i In his turn for two months at a time. . 2 
The reaſons which could induce. ſo many of the ſenior a geon 
men of the greateſt worth, as well as profeſſional ice, 
ſtill in the vigour of life, to. withdraw themſelves from a duty 'Y 
Honourable to wen alfa and ſo beneficial to'the public, muſt have 
been ſtrong indeed, and muſt well deſerve wr moſt Eerious at- 
tention of the Managers of the Royal firm 
Thoſe reaſons are no fecret: by ſome, who 1 
mity to them, they have been avowed in the moſt open and ho- 
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bad for the Hoſpital in its moſt eſſential in | le welfare 
of the fick poor admitted into it, that I /erio1 whether the 
- ingerivity of man, if it had been fo abſurdly eve ea purpoſe, _ 
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* main end of duch an 1 intention, the relief and recovery of 
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the poor and unfortunate, who from diſeaſe or accident . 
the care and- attendance of ſkilful and e ſurgeons, and 


cal operations. "Wb EPs | „ 
If my opinion on this: fubject 8 or derten 3 
ad formed, I: ſhould not preſume at this time to obtrude it on 
the Managers. But for more tban twenty years it has been my 
firm opinion; and during all that time I have frequently had oc- 


caſion to hear che ſame opinion ſtrongly expreſſed by many diffe- 
rent perſons, Students, Profeſſors of medicine, Phyſicians, Sur- 


geons, nay, even Managers of the Royal Infirmary; perſons well 
informed, and frequently eye-witneſles of the evils reſulting toms - 
that ſyſtem which they agreed with me 1 m CONC C emning | . | 

To moſt people it will appear very ſtrange that I ſhould ne 


; 
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which: they may probably be thought too young and ine er. 


| ſtudents of phyfie as high aud reſpettable authority on this point; 


ormed, to. be able to judge of. 
To the Managers of the ee eee | 


appear worſe than ſtrange, perhaps reprehenſible, and peculiarly | 


unbecoming 1 in me, to refer with any kind of reſpect to the opinion . 
of che ſtudents on this: gal Which opinion they uſed ſome- 


an en 5 


280, and which required their interpofition, and moſt ſerious ani- | 


madverſion ; 'efpecially as ane of the preſent Managers, (r In- 


nes), and along with kim the preſent Treaſurer of the Infirmary, 


(Mr Jardine);- were the perſons. who attended in che Theatre du 
ring an operation, oon after, to enforce che very proper orders of 3 
ecent. behaviour in the ftu= — 
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the Managers, for preventing ſuch ine 
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: Could be . * it on any pretence whatever. 1 at 
| that time, which, for good reaſons, was allowed to paſs as AN ex- 
.cuſe, was, that the hiſſing complainec of was not at the operator, 
ll but at the aſſiſtlante, who intercepted: the view of what was doing. 


ds bes denied nor explained away, that ſuch. indecent marks of diſ- 


Here occaſionally beſtowed a freely on ſome of 

zerators, who appeared leſs dexterous than their brethren. © 
ks + The Managers may be aſſured that I have no with and no means 
1 3 0e ultity; or in any degree to excuſe; the behaviour of the ſtudents 


9 PlwKoſion. But it was equally certain, and ſo notorious, as neither 
| 
| 
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in chat reſpect. It was in every point of view as bad as poſſible; 
Aiſgraceful to chemſelves, moſt ſhocking to the unfortunate pa- 
Bents, and cruelly embarraſſing to the operator. I fincerely hope 
= thar nothing like it ſhall ever again occur in the Hoſpital. 1 
i  KHhould not at preſent have revived the memory of ſuch an utiplea- 

fant occurrence, but for an important purpoſe : to repreſent to the 
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: 80 long ago as nin was a ſtuden e bel eta omed 
ds attend in the operation room, it was not uncon mon £ . 
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| That this was ſometimes the caſe, was certain; and it may have 
deer wholly or partly the caſe that particular day of che great er. 
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Managers, that there muſt have been a” great fault ſome where elſe, | 


probation on different-operators. Though I was nor ons dt cht ef. : 


in this reſpect wis ſb bad, that it rouſed nn 1 
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ſaid about it at that time. This et have been ſome where be 
tween twenty- ix and thirty years ago; ſome fifteen or twenty 
years before the great exploſion, which of courſe almoſt oblite- 


rated he means. of _ former: 5 5 ene erents 9 ww 


fame 
1 may not be e inder 5d on this point, I aſt men- 


tion, that the indecent marks of diſapprobation, on the part of the 


ſtudents, which 1 witneſſed, were not beſtowed on Mr Wood him- 


ſelf. He was univerſally acknowledged to be an admirable opera- 
tor; as the ſtudents were abundantly ready to teſtify, ſometimes 


rather in a tumultuous manner. He was that day attending as 
an aſſiſtant, or a e en to che ue pe We, at "OO 


| time prevailed. >, mi 


I per wks ie petites was, dur T un bb date. 
ſure; and if T were, I ſhould not name him. But that the Mana- 
gers may have ſome kind of notion what circumſtances gave occa- 
fion to fuch behaviour in the ſtudents, I will mention, that about 
the time ro which 1 allude, I have repeatedly ſeen a furgeon Ope- 

Infirmary ; whoſe hand ſhook ſo much, that every ſtu. 
dent who ſaw him, thought he ſhould ſcarce have und to 
apply a plaſter or a bandage. Yet, with that grievous defect, I 
have ſeen him attempt a nice operation on the eye. This gentle- 
man withal"vas a man of moſt reſpectable character, and great 
profeſſional Till. * As a confu Irgeon, he might have been 
very uſeful” 70 the Hoſpital ; ; but certainly he ought not to have ap- 
peared there as an operator. This the youngeſt ſtudent in the 


| Operation-room, provided om he” were not bind, could not fail 
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1 for many reaſons to prevent), they never can hinder; the ſtu- 
dents from judging of the real and comparative merits of the dif- 


ferent furgeons, in their operations; from perceiving that ſome 


of the ſurgeons operate admirably well, others not; and from criti- 
ciſing very openly, and with more rigour than favour, every part of 
.their practice; juſt as they do the practice of the ordinary phyſi- 
cians, and of the clinical profeſſors. If it were poſſible, Which 
luckily it is not, it would be wrong to prevent in 255 young men 
che freeſt exerciſe of their own judgment. 

But in truth I muſt ſay, however raſh, or. miſtaken i in . — 
Feen with reſpect to ſurgeons as well as phyſicians,” they may 
ſometimes be, that many of the moſt pointed obſervations, and ſe- 
vereſt ſtrictures, that I have ever heard made on the abuſes to which 
1 allude, have been from ſtudents, ſometimes in ſuch terms as 1 do 
not | chooſe. to remember; but withal of ſuch a tenor that there 


could be no diſpute about che juſtneſs of them. Many of the re- 


marks to which I allude were made by young men peculiarly well 
qualified, and ſtrongly prompted. to make ſuch obſervations, ſome 
of them having been, previouſly. bred regularly to ſurgery, and 
even been engaged in the practice of 1 it, as ſurgeons or al 


fiſtant ſurgeons. in the army or navy; and others having juſt 


before attended the London Hoſpitals, chiefly with a view to the 


5 practice of furgery; and who, on coming to Edinburgh, to com- 
plete their medical education, naturally attended much to the ma- 


nagement of the chirurgical department of this Hoſpital, and were 


[rreliſtibly led to make tags Hed little . „ 


thoſe concerned in it. 5 
While I ſtate this ſtrongly, ou h Te ow 8 it 8 
ral times. been ſtated to. me, I beg it may not be ſuppoſed. that 1 
mean to admit or contend for that vaſt ſuperiority af London ſur- 


gery and London ſurgeons which they are pleaſed to. arrogate to | 
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very important truth, eſtabliſhed by ample experience, but which 
might have been foreſeen without experience, that, every thing 
elſe being equal, the practice of ſurgery in an hoſpital conducted 
on the en unfortunately eſtabliſhed in this, muſt. be greatly 
worſe than the practice of furgery in an hoſpital where the ſur- 
| OY have a permanent appointment, and remain long in office. | 
In the great hoſpitals in London, and, ſo far as 1 know, in 
every city except Edinburgh, the attending ſurgeons are appointed 
during life and good behaviour, by the managers of the -hoſpital. 
They are very generally men of the greateſt character and emi- 
nence in their profeſſion; men who, from firſt to laſt, have ſtaked 
| their fame and fortune on their aſſiduous attention, on the know- 
ledge and ſkill which they diſplay: in their hoſpital- practice, 
and on the ſucceſs which attends every part of it, and eſpecially the 
operations which t they perform. Many of them have perſevered 
in very regular attendance at their hoſpitals, and the moſt faith- 
ful diſcharge of their duty when there, for a great part of /their 
ves, — their, extenſive private practice, and the la- 
-entangle inſeparably connected with it; till the 
an ee of age ind infirmities made then feel the propriety of re- 
ſigning their public and arduous charge 
tie, whole dc as more adequate oth ab. | 
"A ſo eftabliſhed, have time and ieee ad N 1 
is at leaſt of as much ee they have the ſtrongeſt poſſible 
| inn to proſecute with increaſing ardour the ſtudy of their 
profeſſion; to learn what is doing, and what 1 is propoſed by others 
in it; to adopt What is Sood, and with due caution to try what 
promi ng; in ſhort, to improve themſelves 
in every e e! uſineſs; and not only to become dexterous 1 
operators, but "Mb in che medical and. chirurgzeyl treatment: of | 
W iſeaſes, I ie | 
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Every improvement which fuck a PRIOR aoquizes: in the ut | 
of many years is gained to the hoſpital. in which he continues 


to practiſe and to operate; it is gained to the poor and unfortu- 


nate who are admitted into it ; it is gained to the ſtudents who 
attend it, and who fee and learn his practice; and by the inſtruc- 
tion of his pupils, as well as by his own practice, both in the 
hoſpital and i in . Ponies e and een the 8 N. 


at large. l . ene; 


Moreover, baths a (Gagnon in the orb 8 in an 
hoſpital, has opportunities of obſerving many defects or errors 


in the general ſyſtem of management, with reſpect to the patients 
in his department; has time to conſider how they may beſt be ſup- 


plied or ere to propoſe plans of improvement, and to get 
theſe introduced, and fairly tried and adopted. This is always an 
e eee and a work of much time and labour; foraſmuch 
as it never fails to meet with ſtrong oppoſition, from the force af 


habit, the prejudices, the pride, the i, [arg CN eee 
thoſe ho muſt execute the plans pro 5 


bliſhed in an hoſpital, and chat of any number attending in rot 

tion or fucceſſion for two months at a time, ene ta 
ral talents, their previous education, and the profeſional knowledge 
which they had acquired when they began their attendance, to be 
equal, is ſuch as not to admit of any Pia an whether 
we conſider it with a view to the ii improvement of the practitioners 


una. 


* ) 
ea, if not malevolent; to amempe to dare the © -ontrafl a very x minus | 
* and ſtrongly. . 9585 
I cannot even en ee 8 its on RE Cifadvan: 
tages of the ſyſtem unfortunately adopted in this Hoſpital, thou ugh 
the moſt general in their nature, and the moſt indiſputable as to 
their juſtneſs, without premiſing, that have no intention to propoſe 
any enquiry as to particular inftances of negligence or miſmanage- 
ment, and no wifh that any thing ſhould be ſtated, and enatene 
nothing ſhalt be ſtated B̃y me, that either directly or indirectly can 
in the ſmalleſt degree affect the profeſſional character, or hurt the 
feelings of any individual. Such particular enquiries and diſcuſs 
fons can do no good; they cannot Nr to do harm, by leading to 
endleſs. diſputes and altercations. I know well that it is hot only 
liberal, but unreaſonable, and aches in the higheſt degree to cen 
ſure a mode of practice as * adicious, becauſe other practitioners 
would not have followed it in the ſame circumſtances ; to condemn | : 
it as bad and hurtful, becauſe it proved unfueceſsful; or to pro 
nounce that a great operation was ill performed, becauſe it proved 
fatal. Nothing but the groſſeſt ignoranee could account: for ſack 
dogmatical cenfures, and even fach ignorance woald' be no eee 
for the perſon who thould hazard them n 
But fortunately, on the preſent occaſion, alt Neck: mine 
| quiries, and all particular confideration of the merits or wr 
any individual, are not only unneceſſary for the object Wich 
have in view, but would evidently tend to fruſtrate my purpoſe. 
I ſhalt therefore moſt carefully avoid chem, and 1 Ae Hat 5 
ther perſon will introduce them in this difcuſfions”® it 2d ee 
Take ie for urns! that no perſon will diſpute that * outig and 
actife eo will acquire ſome improvement in the e- exercite 
of his protſin, wt eb Nb in an err act and treating” Lich 
car for che iſt time in His life, fuck” operations a 1 
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as It is Se e chit ſake of this kind of aneandent 
to all alike, that the Royal College of Surgeons have been anxious 
to have the ener, gef 11 ee in chis nee — 
to all its members in rotation. 

Any improvement that a young Mee FRM ig alin; 
and, operating for two months, I ſhould think-muſt be but incon- 
ſiderable; certainly very little compared to what he might, and 
with due attention on his part would, acquire by attending for ſix 
months, or for a twelvemonth, or ſtill better, for ſeveral years con- 


tinually. To enable a young practitioner either in phyſic or ſur- 
gery to obtain improvement by experience, it is not enough that 


a certain number of patients come under his care; he maſt have 
_time to acquire the habit, the facility, the readineſs. of attending to 
ſo many different caſes in quick ſucceſſion; of judging and act- 
ing, as we ſay, on the ſpur of thejvccafion, and applying juſtly, 
and with preciſion, the en GE? of ala or aer 
8 thoſe particular caſes. 
Still more time, and n 5 habit, Wees fecling of * 
"aſe. which habit alone can give, are neceſſary to enable a practi- 
tioner to compare together a number of different caſes of the ſame 
_ diſeaſe, to try with due caution different modes of cure; "and at 
any rate to obſerve with accuracy the progreſs of the diſeaſe, and 
8 effects of the treatment employed, and to i * * 
nces from all that he obſerv e. 
It is s juſt the accumulation of many Gd My le 
3 many particular caſes accurately compared enden, and the 
facility and habit of applying that Kan. edge an 
principles of phyſic and ſurgery to particular inſtances, 
ſfurgery the manual dexterity acquired by ee and of 
operations, that conſtitute the great ſuperiority of a judicious, at- 


6 


That. 8 of practice, we that great i variety of | 

"_ FLY which occur at once, or in very quick ſucceſſion, in an hof 
| | pital, and which, after ſome time and habit, become the moſt i 1N- 
ſtructive of all, are more apt at firſt to confound, and embarraſs, 
cling and oppreſs a young practitioner, or even an one, 1 0 18 not 

W accuſtomed. to practiſe i in ſuch a. ſituation; eee 

I doubt much whether two months, or 4 times two 3 
r an be ſufficient to enable a young ſurgeon to get the better of that 
con. confuſion and embarraſſment, and acquire the habit of hoſpitals. 
2 practice, or put him ſo much at his eaſe, that he can profit much, 
. W if indeed, he can begin. to profit, by what he ſees or at he does. 
have But be his, improvement more or leſs in the: courſe: of his tw 
4 months ttendance, at the end of that time it is loſt to the Hoſpital 

ao. for many months. at leaſt, probably for ſome. years;;perhaps:for ever. 
aſtly, Nay, it is in a great meaſure qpſt te himſelf: for what was acquired 
„by habit, and depends on habit, will ſoon; be loſt by diſuſe, or e 
ant of habit. But whatever become of the individual, and the in 
. . 1 provement which he acquired in his two months attendance in „ 
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act. | Hoſpital, it is plain e | en it e be Nera 
. gold chain of my Lo 

ad at | to attend and to operate j1 ON | | | kind 
— of improvement. Now that improvement which che one has got, 
roper [LANG whach the other, wants to get, or the ſuperiority of the oine 


over the other, whoſe natural talents and education muſtbefaupps- 
ſed equal to thoſe of the former, at the end of the firſt two montho, 3 
1:1. Wl * i could, be meafured, and expreſſed accurately in language, 


3 would denote with mathematical preciſion, the amount of the u- 
A in jury or che evil which the Hoſpital ſuffers by the change ef the 
or experienced. for the inexperienced ſurgeon: an evil not ti be com- 
„ at- — any pecuniary loſs, and. not to be compenſated: by any. 


ry advantage: for they are things: har PAL $i 1 6 18 


"oy e bur nat ble neces 4 * 


# 


qt) 


N be che dune kind; bur incomparably leſs. an muſt 
from time to time occur in every hoſpital, from ſuch neceſſity, by 
che death or reſignation of the phyſicians or ſurgeons who are per- 

manentiy appointed to it; unleſs care be taken to provide againſt 

the evil (as c ly ſhould be done) by che appointment of aſſiſtants 
or ſubſtitutes, who may be gradually and effectually trained to the 
duty of the hoſpital, and be able and ready on any vacancy to 
ſupply the places of their reſpective Principals. This 1 believe is 
now generally, if not univerſally, e in * Hs 56985 een 
of London, and in many other places. 
hut even though this very rational eh 1 e W 
IP Siecked, and a perfect novice in bofpital- practice, or in every kind 
bof practice, for example, a youth of one and twenty ye 
1 nn e eee and E cati- 
appointed to ſucceed as eminent a ſurgeon 
ber; though the evil would be great, it would: ds fog ets 
after a few months it would be every day growing leſs; and in a 
fewcycars: would no longer be felt, or ſuppoſed to exiſt. "The | 

Young! practitioner, if he was not deficient in natural talent: 

_ he atquired prel y knowledge of lis profeſſion, and in — 
ſiduous attention to the . of his office, which accompliſhments, 
though chey caimot abſolutely be inſured by any mode of ap- 
Poantmaecnt, are t be Drrſurned ar; led e in the cafe of elec- 

5 e in ahat of rotation, mit ight ſoon e 

fame his great predeceſſor. 


4 5 Pa duenne dete. chi n 


1 * 


eh. Dons. Sa of eee and chen were . I be 
fit for as many years, can neither have the knowledge, nor the 
1 Habit of applying — nan which GO LI 73 


1250 59055 od ; alin: * 1 20 A "Pie 


| ofeabl. ane wha ns already 
occurred, anc muſt from time to time again occur, which thews 
this l f dt Ey bes in ll its horrors. The ſurgeon in 
dance may be ſo for the firſt time; all his juniors, who'come after 4 
him in the order of rotation, have never yet attended; but each of 
e eder reg is to! undertake that” arduous „ 
et g Tc | uniors, when the firſt of them 
broke his firſt attendance, d Nen laſt a year or two; 
ee eee eee een e e, or four more ſurgeons — 


ns DES 24 or two or three 


| Geirhuro muſt attend and en | 
interrupted; or the ſuppoſed right of any of them wink ell, by any 
different arrangement, n ee me pd che b th of that 


| hoſe tn. ant — Ni 155 i el worn os 10K 7 1155 1 1 tet TE. 
"A nit: ao ic an dots we yo; and an wnie of | 

year; 7 free, the evit is ele Hank not only in 1264 Wenn de 
as to on Sand ff the evil bevy | 


N 
4 
; 
3 
1 
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dy lot, or if the four or ſive youngeſt members of the College, with- 
out regard to any other conſideration but that of their being the 


youngeſt, were appointed permanently ſurgeons to the Hoſpital, tho 
_ abſurdity, the injuſtice, and the cruelty of ſuch a procedure would 


the. moſt Fon: univerſal. indignation. | Common ſenſe, and 


gard ſhould be paid to the experience and tothe perſonab and pro- 
feſſional character, as well as to the edu a ation Land, Anion e, 


ſons in whom that truſt is repoſed. CF 

Vet that which, ſtated as a Teo er as an imaginary caſe, in | 
eder de illuſtrate an argument, appears fuck a grievance and ſuch: | 
zation. as could never be endured, if it were actually done, ; 
xemeſtabliſh. | 


att be a much leſs. evil than that whieh has long be 
ed and which. ſcarce attracts the attention of the public; for no 
other reaſon; I believe, but ee it is 2 

been familiar to them. logs e SIRE 
Let it be obſerved, Mi in nts wn ry- 


dae. nt appointme t which I have f ated, 
are ſuppoſed ta be allowed math as: 18 3 


but thoſs who. by the preſent eſtabliſhment have; the: er a 


_ avail themſelves, of che right. of doing ſo. IH chey are qualified to- I 


act in that capacity for two months, they muſt be much bet 


3 to act in cke ſame capacity for many — years. | 


Though it muſt at firſt view appear a moſt extravagant aſſ 
or paradox, I have no doubt chat, on the ſtricteſt examinati 


Nl TErions: Wks: ain eme as not ect : 1 


i” or if the' thaw: een Fellows: were ap 


— vere ap 


e e cam the. members af che; latter body: e | 


— = & +» & 


ad hu . re; tha for ſo difficult and. im- 
portant a truſt ee ſeleQion ſhould be made; and that ſome re- 


FFC 


anne, to 1 young men not. yet out Fs 


(3) 


Aue his endies f gaben in i werb zn bug or three years 
be on a much better footing than it has been for many years paſt. 
And it is plain at leaſt; that, at the beginning of ſuch anew eſta- 
ment, the p ice could be no worſe than it will be when the 
E 0. e in rotation; Tor it muſt ors 2 81 che 


* N — 


reg amet Hroy Jp einm e the Are junior Fellows 
hs obtained the appointment of Hoſpital Surgeons were to hold. it 
only as long as they were the three juniors, ſo as to enſure a ſuc- 
ceſſion of the on; 66h always to fill that office. What on this 
ſuppoſition would be int tuitively*very bad for ever, muſt be equally 
bau for any number ef ces . years, during f whith 3 it oe, n | 
mißſt take place according to che preſent ſyſtem. N 

To make any perſon not conſtantly in the habit of fie ab ac 1 
curate thinking attend fully to a very familiar object, and perceive 
clearly all thoſe; particulars about it which he was accuſtomed to 

overlook, and judge fairly of the importance of rhings which he 
had long regarded as of no moment; it is often neceſfary to place 
1 in a new point of view, a5 l 10 ſtrong and various lights. I hall 
en r illuſtration of the point in queſtion, 


| which I. rr ache Managers will Ge in the ſme wee dien dae j 


oF: "$45 1 Yo 
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4 "—_ ficians to NR gat | 
+» They: know well i in what an exemplary manner 
e e en eee n and Dr Rutherford, 5 


bee. If, by 3 ala Hoſpital ſhould de ck. 
N en e it would moſt juſtly be regarded by me 


em, as a very great mis 


ould nor © ſoon or can be ſupplied. 'To ts ir, 5 


| E 3, however, 7 
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| however, as. ſoon and, an well as poſſible, two other Ph 
the Hoſpital would ſoon be appoix d moſt probably men who 
hae been for ſome. | Fears, engaged in the praQice. of thor pro- 
feſlian, and wie, e, | 
and oe by the gabe. Perhaps, however, i in . conſequence of 
Hoh 7 Profeſhon |who, are. ſamewbat advanced in life and 
ether good. bade the Manag D 
nior Fellows. In ſuch a Bc 
aan Bs Mag St ergy a 


33 en abrantage to the public. Da ſurely neither che N. 
ſelves, bade 5 > as. as che co be ſup 8 
could believe, them. as able and 
been. Withour » 2ANIn 
"uh Bekennen ar. Dr.B 
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arten as 22 3s che gray mhick/L bat beer age. 
ſpital, d . as I Ind in moſt every other, chy are 
pry anche faithful diſcharge, of Went, 730 
ie caſe would be widely different, if, on 1 uppoſed, 
„ che Phyſtcians of the Infirmary, the Mans» 
FFT 
ing, thould adopt a different ſyſtem, each aa al not fa! 
I 'chall ſuppoſe that che Royal College of Ph, 5 
eee eee lay eig oma years. 9 


= 


pan. "and in ee ee all the motives which had in- 4 
duced the ſurgeons tu make ſuch a ba de Sink Is = 
„ huable conſideration to get the appointment of Surgeons to the In- 
2 done away, and the right of eee e 
xtended to every Member f their College, and judging that it 
would be iy in hens of wr GE, And whe; gern 
as the; Laue at © rhe M 0 given che Managers of ie 
P. 1000 in conſideration of which, a ſulemn contract was enech- 
ted in all the needful or poſſible forms af law, by which the Ma- 
 nagers- appointed che whole Royal College -Pliyficians 6s che in- 
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| believe, very juſt reputation? Of the confidence of che public in 


| and . in the middle of a painful e 


5 and dende nn any dum of mo- 
ney chat could be offered them. This indeed is abundanly plain. 


after the experience of the ſame kind of bargain with the ſurgeons. 


But it is not the queſtion. Suppoſing, however contrary to rea- 


_ ſon and probability, that che Managers did take the money and 
execute the oontract; ſuppoſing further, to make N 3 as 
exact as poſſible, that many of the ſenior Fellows e 

Phyſicians, men of eminence in cheir eclined taking 

any ſhare in the buſineſs] and that the roiitivn x Re 


the junior Fellows, with the certain proſpe& of continuing among 


them for many months or years: in ſuch a ſtate of things, what 


would become'of the utility of the Hoſpital? Of its high, and; I 


the adminiſtration of it? Of the laſt hope and comfort in this 
world of the Shri ankwey,. ho reſort to it for relief under 


the accumulated preſſure of poverty and ſickneſs ? I ſuſpect che 
5 general indignation and guſt reproaches of che public, for the 1 


blic at large, and chiefly the poor and unhappy, not the 


of the Infirmary, muſt be the ſufferers by ſuch a compact, would - 
ſoon make both parties tepentqnd be aſhamet:of their argain, and 
| be equally. deſirous to get rid of 3 It. e "8. kes e : 5 F< . 


I doubt even whether the keen indignation ex 
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\ would allow time for any. full and_parienr eral of the | 


effects of ſuch a ſyſtem ; for every perſon who as 


ſtanding or the feelings of a man, maſt foreſee; as inevitable; much. 
| more than enough completely: to: determine his judgment. 


If it were propoſed to any the dulleſt of men, that 1 


VET be attended in- 


diſcriminately by all the Fellows of the Royal College of Phy 
in a pretty quick rotation, ſo that at theo cad a certain m 


3 "na and who was treating the fick tenderly, ſkilfully, 5 
and ſucceſsfully, ſhould ſuddenly diſappear, and be fuceceded b 
another, hom the family had never ſeen, or perhaps had ſeen, ts | 
cheir ſorrow, and thought they had good reaſon to diſſike and to 
ö dread; whoperhaps held very cheap the opinion and the practice of 

his predeceſſor; who perhaps was eager to ſnow his own ſuperiority, 
and to reprobate the practice of the other; or ho at leaſt thought i *X. 3 
his duty, from his full conviction that the other was doing wrong, 
ial: a: different practice and to give his reaſons for doing {> = 1 
Such a propoſal ſurely would excite horror TatLiey: n NS. 4 
C even in the moſt thoughtleG and unfeeling. - 
Vet this is no more than what the 3 W h . Janet of _ 
the Surgeon in-this Hoſpital" are expoſed to NON once in 5 
months, according to the preſent ſyſtem of rotation 
5 The Ppooreſt patients in the Tolk bare che . landing ba 

the feelings, and the rights of men. They know and feel; re 
'they,may not have words ts expreſs i, that miſery id ſacred.) They 3 
are our families, and our children, when te act as Managers of thei” 
" Hoſpital : They: have a right to our paternab/.care z they have A 
right to obtain from us the beſt aſſiſtance, and every relief and. I 
comfort Which e 33 That right. in them is 1 
indefeaſible, / aud in point of importance it is ſupreme: without: 
injuſtice to them, no other cenſideration can ever be put in eompe- 
dition with ie We t entitled: cd n 5 

any thing elſe: It is not cr n. 0 eats 

3 reſponding. to what is th io ali 1 WR re 
not true. Winne truſt if we do not erer aur a tio 5 
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inac very waved a de chi] 
. munen * wo lem 


1 


s r an eee 


is ample experience mtr wich reaſon to prove chat the evils in 


falſe ſtep of one ſet! of Managers of this noble Inſtitution ſh 


8 Alt! 


een ae pom ther — de ofvit. 


We are the more eſpecially arid loudly called upon to do fo, as very 


queſtion are not and tranſient; hut eee eee 
e eee ee we rer. e 

15 Is e here mould e e e W. rest . an 
Ae leſs for ſo great x wrong; and that one raſh action or 


for ever bind their ſucceffors to perfevere in ichultice and cruetty, _ 
and half fruſtrate the benevolene purpole eee Tout 1 
e we Aby er in lch e 15 fubinie, 
—_— hopes of relief, to fuch an odions thraldom, which 'whe- 
ther recent or old is equally bad, it i is Our duty to uſe our utmoſt ; 
_ endeavours to ſhake it off. We are not juſtified ts ourſelves, to 
the Publiez ta the poor and unhappy who are entruſted to our care, 
knowing what we do of che ndture aud greatneſs of the evil, if e 
do not at leaſt bring it to a trial, bad ure Veltivs'the yer apr * 
er of juſtice in the a 5 
II, after all; we ſhall he Cai in whta e 1 
_ think/hardly poſſible; wo ſhall at leaſt have the KatibfaRtion/and the | x 
credit of doing our duty: and what is more, we mall ultin : 


though more 1 e with,” + mera? ene in differ- 5 
_ent'way. - VF 


By — RET the "TAE e b Ai 3 
weill become generally underſtood; ou opinlon of it; and our ear. ; 
neſt wiſh to remove it, will be made knows; the origin of. Ws _ & - 


will appear by whoſe /ault' it is continued, Theſe ng J 
once Dr ta — eee = e 


man 


JJ ER ns SE of 


. 


N 
, * 


1 e. So. a 8 


was actually tried wi 


1 a * 


coy others vil « laſt, and in ne were time, produce its own 
cure. AN . 


b a ho ei ee Uative ET I en 8 | 
reſiſtible they may appear to me, and however generally I find 


them admitted by judges the beſt informed, the moſt candid, and 


in every reſpect the moſt unexceptionable, that I venture to ex- 
preſs. myſelf ſo confidently as to the favourable reſult to be ex- 
pected from ſuch a full diſcuſſion and general knowledge of the 
evil in queſtion, and of its cauſe. We have e OT 


| deciſive experience af a caſe exactly in point. 


The very ſtrong caſe, which I ſtated: as TREE 8 2 | 


hardly ſappoſable even for the ſake of illuſtration and reaſoning, 


bears a very near and curious relation to the real matter of fact. } 
- The experiment, which in ſtating that caſe I had only ſuppoſed, 
ith reſpect to the College of Phyſicians, but in 
the order of the two modes of attendance (by rotation or by per- 
manent appointment) 000000 
fubject of a new experiment. 
The fact is, (as ſtated p. 20% dar, by the original eſtabliſhment of 
«a Infirmary, every member of the College of Phyſicians had a 
right to attend 1 rotation N was 0 1 e 
„ - zo 
n I ad, Tins, al Baa Beta ha i 
8 College of Phyſicians, or with very few exceptions,” did 


i . 


6 for z'month at a time, and practiſe 


28 Phyſicians to this Infirmary, without fee or reward, according . 


to the tenor of their . wanne wants ma fubſerip- 
tion for its eſtabliſhment. 0 E235 Iv 246d adit, 
itt „This ſyſtem, dick men! Aber r e 


rent and a better one, appears to us abſurd at leaſt, if not inhu- 
man, continued with very little alteration for almoſt: he- anten 


ty years, chat is, from the-6thr of Auguſt 199, when the tempo- 


"ay! OE which was + occupied tor ſome yours while this noble | 


F | fabric 
o 3 * 


3 


8 1 8 
abric ws ne Golf was: aj adobe 
tients, till the 28th of June 1751, when for the; firſt time two or- 
dinary Phyſicians to the en Wee un runde, muede 
Theſe were, Dr David Clerk and Dr Colin Drummon 
rr 
know he e eee enen eee 
gree of M. D. in 1745. The latter, Dr Colin Drummen 
till younger, and had, taken his degree e ee 
was appointed Phyfteian to this Infirmary, vis. in 195%. Him! 
have often followed in chis W e We eb ractic 
min the years 2% nd, 17% . Prop: act” 
But long before the year 45055 W Ma. foundation- 
Pr Infirmary was laid, eee ee ee dee 
ſyſtem of che phyſicians attending by rotation in the Hoſpital 
was tried, the evils of it were felt and complained of: For fo early 


_ as December 1737, that is, in little more than epht years from the 1 


dme char the fmporary hoſpital was opened, the Managers public- 
ly, and in very plain terms, expreſſed their ſenſe of che vil, and 


„ e ee eee, a en ET ee | 


_ to redrefs-it. Act ge Act 7 
This: e 1 8 . 6 * 
bn by the Minuze of jt, which is in theſ words: . 


Ser et chic Infirmaty being enable of the ir 


g 2 ſobre, that the attendance ——— 1 
day of January next; (1738), by fuck Phyſicians only as are 


Fellowes of the Royal College.” At the ſame time the thanks of 
the Managers were returned to the Phyſicians fur cheir paſt good 
_ ſervices, and the attendance of ov Oy lar i 
N r eee ee 


eee eee 
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ren this firſt and feeble. REIT We dion: b 


o _ 


744 . . — 11 ; 
n #141 SLEW TIEN LOWE YL eee 2 ii Hopi 
* 6s b 4 a 5 4 FP 8 Y 5 
5 7 * 8 4 5 of ** | -_ - 


„ n hne 


Dec dae dee ed , | 


— , LE ERIE 


( 39 "2 
of the College, ä wit. 


ca it was. thoughe to bear hard on two Phyſicians, Dr Macfar- 
lane and Dr Martin, Dan of whom rad eee enen 
but were only Licentiates, not Fellows of our College. They, ta- 

king umbrage at this exclufion, remonſtrated with the Managers, 
and obtained from them, at their meeting 14th January 1738, an 


ion in their favour, by virtue of which, they two indivi- 


| cually and by name, were permitted to attend cho Inflemary in 
ROW: with the 'Fe/fows of the Royal College. 


„S A ( 


the variation made in the original fyſtem till 1751, when a complete 
Ta aca gee PROP was made at onee; and what 


worthy of remark, it Wee 


8 ay or oppoſition, or remonſtran e. 


It ſhould ſeem, that b 
as well it might be after thirteen years longer experience of ir, bad 


been fo fevercly felt, and had become ſo well underſtood, chat no 
body contended for it. It was not even ſtated as the ground of 


the procedure; and inſtead of it, a very polite pretence was ſubfti- 
tuted as the reaſon why the Managers appointed two permanent 


Teak he kbery veal this a mare prac or offi re 
deine. a eee ee e ene eee e paid 
ards.' It is even neonſiftent with itſeif, in one point of view, 

r ee 


. ede ce ndr ho Gb N char ere 


cians, (twenty, or perhaps more), when two of the youngeſt mem- « 
bers of the College were found willing to undertake it, and per- 
fectly able to diſcharge it, with credit to deen a ne 1 
to the Hoſpital and to the public „%% ͤð «ðé 0td WM; 

At any rate, it is certain ee eee „ > 
the individual Fellows of the College of Phyſicians, for negligence, - 
or inſufficieney in the diſcharge. of their Hoſpital-duty ;:or-by them, 
on account of the irkſomeneſs and inereaſing labour of it: onthe i 
_ contrary, the thanks of the Managers were again given to them | 
for their paſt good ſervices, and they were humbly requeſted to 
continue their attendance, either by monthly rotation, or in what- 

ever other way they ſhould. think beſt, once or twice a- week, along 
with the ordinary Phyſicians, and to give their advice and aſſiſtance 
to them vvhen required. I need ſcarce add, that i in Edinburgh, as 
in every other great town, chere muſt always be abundance of 
phyſicians willing to act as ſuch to an hoſpital, either purely 
from motives of benevolence, or for the ſake of the improvement 
and re on W nals my 980 bee bs watt n 

tice. N ; | 
g "The College: of- Phycians, a ak Ea ah Ma- 
| nagers perfectly. | Nen the Unanimous reſolution of the; "0 
mary, and 8 che ee, 25. nete the 
lege along with them, was . wen notified to them, the Royal 
College behaved as became them, wiſely, li rally, ar | 
5 e e- U eagles; ny diſting on 
5 Pony rotation. EA" Phyſicians ef IT ney (0 ue 
their own words), Did: moſt cheerfully agree to what was there- 
by defired, namely, to continue their good offices to the Infir- 
5 e e ee dame af chi pe g 1 8 


e e e 
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: week, to give cheir advice and aſſiſtance to che 
5 two ordinary Phyfcans, when Guy judge it e to apply x 
JC to them for the ſame.” ro 020130 910151 rien. | 
in conſequence of this og." af KY Alias fakes a 
of dete correſponding reſolution and appointment of the College, 
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n 15 1 0 's 18 4 * N Jae w. wr 

n perqu 1 T too 

« hoſpital i 1 EN O10 Daman 2 0.1; 

| 2086 Er vt ieang. tier” crak} elect 
TAR he 


5/4 th vonn de t add elt a de g , 
r Qice;” chan one r In dom «Hi mak e even 
* *. houghbe were his br. . ae 
x Hence it” Soars (hi Sag 7 30ND Kotha | if few, will 
| zngroſs the ati tel of ſurgery, in ſpite of all 
dee, br Blood-relation 3; and if 
Ir 1 1 or * hs, wilt riſe. 
15 SURE 5715 Beth ef? 155 | inst ae 
2 * Theſe « are : real: eee ded Weed co a e 4 e, 
„ büt e en th: ks Wy pitch 
then "thi hole benefit edounts' to che country and 
4 hoſpital, and my t the” fulffeois j för 4 riohopoly made: Com- 
1 long ra benefit to any dre wr cular, it is N 
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ee d the. 


| 5 225 numbe aber of e men o us diſcour ed f 
| x fertling in this place. „ Ain . 9 o Ag 


—: K , OO ee — 


5 0 86. 3 
« one. man. could. not 


chs reſt what he co nqt axertake himſelf. Men gas | 
* But if an cxelſive. company of ſix have this. privileg 
% have moſt pernicious conſequenees upon the, whole nat 
Fit, Upon all ſucceeding ſurgeons. ns eee 
Poo Yin Be the gentlemen jp the cauntry, eſpecially AY 
ho have, ſons to educate 1 In guß Wax. * N. 297 115 119113 357 . : 
2 cen the, preſent ſet of turgeans, who. ge already fixec 
* bulineſs, may not feel the bad effects of this. monopoly, pon 
« themſelves ; yet the riſing generation, and. Al who. me hereat- 
ter, exen the preſent ſhadents in the hen theꝝ ſet up 


tence, and, winh, great. merit, be content 
< to. paſs for underlings all their life; and, and, ta heighten the diſgrace, 
they may hve to ſee. the greateſt. Danse aon 

into ths; Haſpital, and ee he HE; ee 
fame. | + x * 8 — 
A2. 5 of , 

* come leſs Jucrative every, year to, all, except the maſter cf le. 
"Emery 5 Vet, at, the ſame time, the apprentice-fees. 
'* cans. in this fingle Hoſpit 
of the buſineſs will decreaſe, and the EXPENICE « of 


MF eſpecially in; Edinburgh. . nv! be org 21 ee 3 
* Who, for, inſtance, will think. of dying bis freedomy.ing. Edin- 

ice, far the ſmall cbance he has of being 
<. one of fix who. Set a name by at Sata 


Thus the freedom of thi will be. 
Thus the freedom, of this city, will be juitly. 
i N N | * * 5b 


Laer, alk ment os me 
firma e — 


OS” 


* patents, though never ſo willing hue, 10 wdr lan 60 


en rocoined 


ih che fur- 
| weill riſe eyery. gar, i, 3 


1 « for themſelves, will not be admitted | into o it; bur muſt tail and 4 
5 „A a ſerimp ſub 


* 


. 5 "<7 8 7 


all the | is eſta liſhed, very prejudicial 9 chores, cir aue, aa. 
to country. 
11 | 1 Suave,” for N 4 bar given L. r 


it will BN « Royal Infirmary, becauſe he thought it would not only relieve- 
(che diſeaſed poor, but likewiſe de af OT in the * 
. of phyſicians and fargeons, ©. 7 

Aer ware b 
+ tee ro ns of the fargeons of the Royal Infirmaty, but finds the 
TI OT pr ent ers WERE r 
on means. 

Tbe neut tefletion. kick taps n this: 
1 | ficent mind, is, that this is a trifle to me, but Tm ſorry to think 
hat a heavy tax it will be to great numbers who: have ſonz to 
diſpoſe of this way: Tm ſorry L did eee eee, , 

prevent a monopoly of this. nature in time "1 
In the next: place, Moſt of the gentlemen teh a N 
ij * ſufſer by it: for, hen any thing. exi ry happens, r tk 

« geonsi muſt be ſent for from the Hoſpital in Edinburgh, at a {4 ö 

„ moſt exorbitant price, when perhaps: ther ee eee ane, / 
eee, not be at leiſure to go. „ 

+ .'Thefe are but a few hints of the many W ane, 


* cuſie company of ge, e e 
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F e 
explanation of what is meant by prof aue equality: amongst ib 
ſurgeons of Edinburgh, and a good HuGration! of that warm uni- | 
verſal charity, and glowing brotherly love, and that ſuperab pi. 
zeal to ſerve ther ſick Poor, and themſelves; which led them to . 
cur the expence, and undertake the trouble af an additional neFw 
Haſpital of their own, after this Hoſpital was eſtabliſhed, and not 
before 3 a not t give their aid and their ſtock to inereaſe * 


9 extend * 9 of N . could 
make 


FOES. © 


tion and perſonal intereſt when they did ſo. 


* n . — 
* 
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welfare, ought certainly to have been the fie and ſupreme conſi- 


charitably inſiſted on being allowed to take care of them. 85 


board and lodging, of the rats and mice who might gain en 
into the Infirmary, and chooſe to fix their Quarters 1 . 


pendix, already quoted, it is plain chat the Foundets'of the Sur- 


| and that they relied very much on the ſtupidity and cullibility'of 


1 But I preſume it muſt have ſurpaſſed all power of the human face 


few ſurgeons permanently appointed to attend in 3 537 rang 8 
85 would foon acquire over their profeſſional brethren. wy” 


1 t 1 ee was in N et curious b ebe their Ap- 


» 


make a bargain with REY Managers cee ther cen coor 


From the peruſal of that wonderful Memorial, it is evident 
this was done without the leaſt regard, or pretended regard, to the 
good of the fick poor in the Hoſpital, whoſe ſafety, relief, and 


deration both with the Managers: and*with*the r b 8 85 fo | 


It is very ſtriking, and, if it vrere not diſguſting and UC Gi g. 
it would be entertaining and ludicrous, to obſerve, that in all that 
pious, and charitable, and generous, and moſt Chriſtian alterca- 
tion, about who ſhould have the care of the ſick poor in the Hoſ- 
Pital, all conſideration of what is good for them is as much but of 
the queſtion, as che due care and accommodation, in point of 


From the glaring incongruities in their Memorial and its Ap- 
geons Hoſpital were not at all ſerupulous in 'whar they advanced, 


the: good people of Edinburgh, when they preſumed | to Hazard 
Fach inconſiſtent pretenſions and arguments to enfo 


eee 


: have allerted, that the indiſcriminate att ce of all the fur- 
geons in dinbur h by rotation could be good for the fick poor in 
the Infirmary, at the very time When they were urging moſt 
ſtrongly and juſtly the vaſt improvement and fupexiority Which a 


x 


The neareſt approach,” fo far as I Know, that they hat diane V 


83 12 1 F 3-4 $4 wes # wa 1 TE 
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Pi 5 5 6399 : 
pendix to heir Memoertal; from che tenor of which; 155 18 Jl * : 
new what a dangerous two-edged' ſword they were handling, 
and how eaſily it might be turned againſt themſelves; for, of 
their own accord, they ſuggeſt a kind of remedy or antidote, for 


the evil Which they propoſed to do; or, as they are pleaſed very 
ntly to call it, the inconveniencies to the Hoſpital. The ſuggeſting 


of ſuch an antidote is an acknowledgment 6f "the evil and danger 


of che propoſal to which it is ſubſoined. And furely, without 


any ſuſpicion of flattery to them, we may be allowed to ſup- 
| pals that they had good ſenſe enough to know that it would have 
been much eaſier; and ſurer,' and better for the fick poor in che 
Hoſpital, whatever it might have been for their corporation, to 
have eſtabliſhed at once a ſimple and rational ſyſtem, ſuch as is 
adopted in other places, and at that very time was followed here; 
which, having no ſuch eee W RIO no n 
remedy or antidote. „ . (ERS £458 
49 eee eee bifirmary, was the 1 
« + provement of medicine and ſurgery, we thoughs, by admittin 
„the whole corporation, it might add to the experience of now 
40 younger members who are entering among us every year. . 
any of the corporation had little experience, as it mod be = 
„the caſe with all of us at the beginning of our practice, we 
Ys thought it abſurd that theſe ſhould be fecluded from oppor 
© nities. of further improvement in an Mohit) pony? 'becauſe 
- would be the better of more experience. [+4664 n, 
nd, to prevent all inconveniencies ies be Bech ben = xy 
ter, Wer agreed that two of un mhonid 1 always. attend the Hof- 
n 8 al together, an old and a younger ſurgeon, chat one of "_ Sy 
* anon re abſt one of E 9 to Mem. KM gg: a” 


* 
1 SITE. 
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It can ſcarce. be ne 3 e chief gument 
hers, ande gh W . 


4 7 
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— 


hoſpiralio.great- beyond all calculation. But this ought to conſiſt 


oy" Whatones i ben a is beſd for the ſtud; 


ſfhould be fechided from opportunities ther improvemen in an boy 
Hilal, Purely. becauſe they an- the batter of droex experience,” 
is a, wilfyl.and OE If gong WIE bac 
niably valid argument. 
When a/ proper alsgten is made of «Ge Ga hi 


moſt {kilful furgeons to take care of the fick poor in an boſpital, 
* the others are not excluded from opportunities of further improve- 


| ment :1 in it purely becauſe they tou be the- better of more. experience, 
| but not in che leaſt. for chat reaſon, and purely beraufe the poor pa- 
tients auld be much the tvarſe for being treated by leſo ſtilful and leſs 


Experienced ſurgeons, and much the better for having the cave and at- 


tendance of. the moſt feilful and. myſt . experienced" that could be got for 
them; Juſt as is the caſe with ocher patients, not poor, and not in an 
 beſpital,. and not at the merey of any ſet of men, who-piouſly; and 


 chavitahly, and out- of; n W STAN a traffic of 
their miſery. . TELE 


8 


WM e he 


improvement that may fairly: be derived from a well conducted 


. in their having opportunities of ſeeing and Jearning the practice of 
we _ N cet N e für- 
f geen 9 e {1 25 PL ers N itz £431 . 20 


learn, Whatever is learned, on whatever reab or r ſuppoſed improve. 
ment 18 acquired, at the-expence ofthe poor Ja: 


—__ unſleadef tharity, benevalence, and-brotberty love to the ſufferers; it ĩs a 
breach af truſt in e Vit is an outrage: 'bn 


human nature. Hb) C00 ˙* porgeges?. 
Another of the! arguments in the paſſage laſt quoted from the 
| Appendiz.toths Surgeons Memoriah dolor 
an agοο « of willeſematon, can kind of 


4. . 4 
i r = 


ents;1 mean by any 
: unnecefſary Juffering, or danger, or harmto them, is-injuftice and eruelty, 


Ot 


at 


"0 Te 
| 


N ö d een as DEITY powers of thoſe bs 1 Y 

uſe of ic, or rather as a proof how much their furious zeal for their 

uniary intereſt had blinded them to every other conſidera- 
tion. For ſurely the authors of "that wonderful Memorial muſt 
have had the common ' faculties of mankind; but their paſſion in 1 
the conduct of their argument hurried thin eh th moment neo 1 
inconfiſtencies and abſurdities. gu | 

They point ou#/#ongly to their younger brethir "mM 
BY riſing generation and che ſtudents, a « when they ſer up - 
for themſelves, they will not be admitted into tlie Infirmary, but 

*. muſt toil and flavefor a {crimp ſubſiſtence, and, with great merit, 


Ki be content. to paſs for underlings all their life; and, to beighten | 


the e; they may live'to ſee the greateſt 5 

9 received into the hw cared . e (dh run n ar "with unde. /. 

RN Raney? (5 159; oIf7 129 3 3 
This would: be indeed 1 15 W Se She E. us nge Fry | 


chs proba y of its eret herrin ppening, and next; what the conſe. 
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Be. BL 


Ma reate K Bünz g the. 
dns of eib 6 hs Surgeor or one of the Surgeons to 
the Royal Infirmary, is unde; nable my as they might purchaſe for 
the uſe of "the Fase unwholeſome food, or bad medicines, or 
poiſon inſtead of food or phykic. But that in fact they ever Fools 
do any ef theſe things, all We which are contrary to their intereſt, 
their honour, their duty, to thei olemn 6ath. de Fabi, and to every 1 

without the poſlibi= . -» 

ibis motive" for” uch an infamous 1 
able, that it may fairly be 

ene. chat none 'of tho things would be 
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br of Teafon, juſtice 


© bs ably ire, dee de Na 265 Wade 


3K ago rr — — or ns 


1 0 


3 to diſcover. the greateſt Dance. among che 
the wiſdom to appoint him Surgeon to the Infit mary, the di 
- conſequence ſo pathetically foretold in the Memorial, never could 
| follow from it. He neper could, in that fituation, run away with 
|, - undeſeryed fame. On the contrary, if he had contrived to acquire 
= any undeſerved fame before, it would ſoon run away from him. 
If the authors of that Memorial had ever ſeen an Ape, or even 
* d of the remark monly made on that miſchievous brute, 
| they. would have. known, chat the higher he. climbs. the more he 
ſhewys his breech.. The cafe is nearly che ſame with 4 Dpace of a 
2 ſurgeon who! is a3 to attend in amen hoſ- 


3 79 -OF all Grutions combich his p profe: 
* 43S "27532 * 2d 2 15 ö A 8 q , 


. | practice might ag! has font e ark erden . 
xiches and honour: and of all the. hoſpitals I ever faw or. heard of, 


; this Infirm: J is che wor! i for ſuch a Dunce, 1 
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mate > connection. with : the great tien. ad id! 
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=: Theſe — and = fer tain * 
are accuſtomed 20 expreſs with duch freedom. as would: effechus 

| Preventany Dunee fram acquiring undeſerved fame; and probably 
* would ſoon be ruinous to any Mer me det 
But this is the duale part ofthe 2 onſ 


d. 2-5. 


* * 
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4 het greateſt Dunce among them, without putting the Mika 


to the trouble of finding him out, or the diſgrace of appointing 


him, would, in his turn, be Surgeon to the Hoſpital for a certain 


time. And if chere ſhould happen to be two or three, or five or ten 


ig the furgeons, the n have the full benefit 
ateſt Dunce among them, but of 

the ſecond and third, and fifth and tenth greateſt Dunce of their 
zer. In ſhort, inftead of the  immeaſurably and inconceivably ſmall 


dete ef the Mitmgers for orice appointing: the greateſt Dunce &, 


mong them to be Surge on. co the Hoſpital, chey take the abſolute cop 
zainty'of chat greateſt Dunce, and all the ſmaller. Dunces, being Sur- 


geons to the Hoſpital in their turn, from generation to generation. 
This, to che poor patients who chance to be\in the Hoſpital during 
e reign eee eee and of all che Dunces, is juſt as bad 
en allowed to practiſe in it. This un- 

deijiable rk gf © caſe, for it ſcarte-deſerves to be called a con- 
equence” of the pernicious ſyſtem at that time contended for by 
urgeons, and ſoon after eſtabliſhed by their compact with the . 
3 5 155 of itſelf complete evidence that 0 LA 15 ga n 
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What the real object of che Su 5 cs weil 


geons Hoſpital was, in their keen 0 wich Ws Managers of 


„ 


this ame n Equally evident: for none of them furely | 


as te have believed, * ths 


time, once in the: wen e r years, would: ace ll or any 
often: 8. OW improvement, and (kill, kerry be + 


18; wor Have given to u fe Be ci 
ere ever was in this/world, or ever can be, 
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: the Managers of the Infirma 
juuſt Nhat the Managers, and the fick poor in che Hoſpita 


9 flabliſhd, „bd ane gf. the; imy 
beſt managed Hoſpi 


Baut inſtead of chat . ad 


worſt conduce to that charitable end and pu 


rr —————— — — 
= * < | 
8 : ' 


—— ner in which the ſurgeons. have acted; it is. found by experience, 
chat the Hoſpital, or rather the individual Patients have eee 
egual ſhare or an equal chance of that. aſſiſtance in point of ſurgery, 

Which is + moſt to be ed RR as what: would bet conduce do their 


8 


| of, the profeſſion, which the reſt. of. them, or the, x 


much dreaded, was juſt what the public in general, and eſpecially 
v, ought moſt to have wiſhed for ; and 
; had an 
attending ſurgeons, if it could 


intereſt and a right to obtain in the 


be procured... Unqueſtionably it is one of the © things, bu may be 


* conduce 40 the charitable end and 2 


pleaſant circumſtances, which muſt of necel nty occur e Win 


5 ance. 1 Ge 


beſt conduce. to ther relief or cure, the ick poor in che Hoſpital, 


even by the general tenor of che bargain, with. the ſurgeons, were 
to haye an equal ſhare of what might 5 ande and what might 


More accurately, 


» 


and more: incelligibly,;: as many of the dads admitted into the 
25 HFloſpital from Cha iſta 
and wretchedneſs, were to receive the latter as, the former kind of 
aſſiſtance. For it muſt be obſeryed, chat the choice of the, Mana- 
gers, by the law of the land, is limited to the members of che two 

5 Colleges reſpectively. None can -layfully practiſe Phyſic in din: 
hurgh but members of the Royal College of Phyſicians: or ſurgery, 
,- thoſe of. the Royal College of Surgeons: and a more ample 
: range. for choice, if choice were allowed, could. not be deſired. 


n charity, and pity to their Poverty, fickneſs, 


But by. the interpretation put upon. that ; bargain, and the man- | 


2 mod@ogn nm» po A 0a 


do be w 


the one itforrunately eſtabliſhed i in this Infir 


iſhed for: ſo very little to be wiſhed for, that in @ well re- 
gulated hoſpital there ſhould be none of it; or, if this cannot be 


perfectly accompliſhed, ſo little of it that it ſhall hardly be known. 


This may be attained, and actually has been attained in ſome of the 
great London Heſpitals, the moſt eſteemed for ſurgery, by the 
fimple and rational expedient, of appointing a few young men af- 


fiſtants to the principal attending and operating ſurgeons, by whom 
chey are to be gradually trained and initiated in every part of 


their practice, under whoſe inſpection and controul they are to be- 
gin by; performing firſt the fimpleſt/ and eaſieſt operations, and 4 


: terwards, as they improve in manual dexterity, and all other re- 
quiſite accomplithazents, to, proceed to the more complicat« GE 


dus operations. On this plan, de different om 


inexperienced ſurgeon never can have the charge « the pe 
even for a day; nor can ſuch a ſurgeon find himſe obliged, per- 
haps the very ph When: he firſt attempts te- operate, to perform 
ſome of dna a n and een operations iter n 3 
chat one "Ae #6 Royal der has long endured, is the 


| that has 5e been contrived, perhaps the beſt that can be contrived, 


for the ſick poor in an hoſpital. Ie gives them every poſlible- 


chance of wat nay 56 conduce to cheir relief or cure, with he 


leaſt poſſible chance of what might e in OI rede inconſiſtent 
with that charitable end and + 9665 068 „ 
Too many odious liſtinctio 8, I well W Sins eter Cs 


between the rich and the"! Poor, even in thoſe calamitous circum. 


ſtances of pain and fickneſs, which, being common” to all, might 
teach them, that F all are men, condemnec alike to groan But 
the worſt diſtinct n of that kind which I have ever known, ap- 
pears in the caſe before us. I dare not truſt myſelf to confider;, - 


890 and . all that's Is e in che rich ſo W be. 
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The: celebrated F 


of  Gaddejaen, one of ee 
man who had the honour of 


| being employed at Court as a-phyſician;: whoſe conſummate impu- 
dence and ſingular drollery have procured him ſome readers even 


in the preſent age, notwithſtanding his almoſt illegible black let- 
rer, and almoſt unintelligible crabbed barbarous Latin, was parti- 
cularly attentive to that diſting 

He tells us of one medicine ſo good, chat it was only: proper for 


che rich; and of ſeveral of his favourite medicines he directs a 
double doſe for the rich, ¶ Duplum fit, + pro divite. This, pre- 
|  rogative of the rich, I preſume, even the beggars at their doors 
Will hardly envy them 


; and we can laugh at the ludicrous abſur- 
dity of ſuch a prapoſal. But it is impoſfible to langh at the pro- 
poſal, or at the practice, of beſtowing on the ſick poor in the Hoſpi- 


tal a ſuperfluity of chat kind of aſſiſtance which the rich reject for 
chemſelves when they are ſick, and could not without horror think 
1 e employed on themſelves or their families. «| Abe ar 5 


pect leſs horrible when employed on the/poor e 27 7 


= do not believe the Managers could: juſtly he haveinade 
- ſucks bargain, hurtful to the ſick poor immediately entruſted to 
their care, even though they: had been ſure of thereby dbing nat 
| ſervice to the public at large. We are not permitted ta do evil 
_ that good may come of it; nor to do evil to a few for the ſake of 
| good to many; nor to procure any benefit to the rich who are not 


uſted to our care, at Ok a 


en nn unkappy who 


= are entruſted. to Our ; rh. Hows dleq. 0, 2mm, 
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"opt ns not in the Hoſpital, and che pa r 
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jon. between rich and poor patients. 


5 3 for there is no oppoſition | 
between the public good, with reſpect to rich and poor indiſcrimi- 
cular good of the 
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Penn che Floſpial. Wer bel tr \efs ben ll for 
the public at large, e eee V9 

The intereſt of boch is 4 e 20 e e | 

nces ; firſt,” That there ſhall-be a ſufficient number of phy 

* and Turgeons to do all their reſpective profeſſional duties 
which may be needed in the place werd they practiſe; fecondly,; 
That theſe ſhall be as well qualified as poſſible in reſpect Ss 
| ledge, experience, and manual dexterity; ſo that when their add 
is required, they ſhall do their duty as well as it can be dene. 
I can conceive no other right, nor even any other rational*wiſh; 
either on the part of the Hoſpital or of the Public, Wei | 
have their medical aſſiſtants as chighly qualified as "peMble, is ob 
viouſly juſt and rational! But to with for u. gredt many more 
ians and fargeons, even che beſt qualified," thin they really 

have occaſion for, appears to-me juſt as fooliſh as it would be to 1. 
| fiſt on taking twice or thriee as many vornits kene or to wiſh | 
60 undergo twice or thrice as many tre] | 
por g ney to 


f 


Ban e rr hed - 


| | | 5 J * hö 
ae de, their” reſpective ve kinds, would be at leaſt Uſeleſs) pert 
haps worſe; yet 1 mhould not wilh to limit too ftrictiy the num 
ber of them which might practiſb in any place with real advan- 
tage to the publel It certainly ' ought} not to be confined to 60 


mall a. number as would juſt be ſuMMcient! to de all the buline 


ſuppoſing all of chem to be equally and pretty fully employed. It 
would certainly be of advantage to the public/ chat there ſhould be 
ſeveral more, not only to guard againſt the Poffible aecidents of ab-. 
ſence, ſickneſa or deach, of ſome of the Faculty, perhaps at che 
very time when they were moſt wanted; but for another ore 
general and more Sa porBer N 1 mean wat "icy e — 
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It = good of, che public, not for the Intereſt. of the Faculty, to have 
1 rate: of the buſineſs.::.Bur 
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„ | 7 TOY Sade Mell Kennedy ang. Co. who a were | 


very competent judges of it, in ſo far as their profeſſion is con- 
cerned, have expreſſed without much reſerve in the paſſage laſt 
quoted from their Memorial (page 57. line 10,—20. of this paper). 
1 fear the caſe is little better with Phyſicians than with. Surgeons 
25 in that reſpect. At leaſt the fact is ſo common, and has o often 
been taken notice of, 28 to render unneceſſary; all reſerve in men- 
tioning it, that many. Fhyſicians, when they get ſo well. eſtabliſhed 


| 5 in their profeſſion, As to take it into their heads chat people can 


| wether FAO nor die 5 their help,” become W 3 careleſs, in- 


chen were 3 3 to practiſe.) This bas 3 * 
penes - notwithſtanding the ſtrong check of many of their leſs 
3 kortunate CIO: PG: lh; ible: or n e 
5 brethren. 0 VVVè 
Wbat, . if W mers. no. ode 8 up- 
on them, I have not imagination enough to conceive en 
but no doubt ſomething very bad, . quite ee 


For, che preventing of ſuch a. grievance, I ſhould- think it perfect- 


icht, chat in every town there ſhould. "% many more phyſi- 
clans. and furgeons than are really neceſſary to do their pro- 
| al buſineG in it; perhaps even twice as many as could 


= card a comfortable ſubſiſtence. N on its SON Mee 
* Ley payed among hem. VT 
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twenty of each profeſſion ſtriving for a 
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e caabliſbed in fuch a town It is plain, on theſe ſeveral ſuppoſi- 

ons, chat nine tenths, or four fifths, or one half of them, would 

t I be uſeleſs and burdenſome to che public, and to themſelves. 

. - Phyſicians and Surgeons are by no means pn the ſame footing, 1 
2 in point of political economy, with corn and cattle ; a ſuperfluity . 
a of which, in the courſe of nature, is ſoon. converted into an addi- 
- [I tonal number of men and women, to the moſt eſſential benefit ß 
x the ſtate. They cannot even be applied to various uſes, like a ſu- 
0 perfluous quantity of wool, and flax, and iron, and: other ra 3 
by materials uſed in manufactures ; nor can they be exported and bar · 

. tered in tlie way oof. trade for other valuable articles, like a ſuper- | 
i abundance of highly. anufactur e deer ee their ves. 4 
al W The fuperfluons. eliyficlans, ROS are A Mo. . 
_Wad helpleſs ;| they cannot even make work: for themſelves, like At- 

p- tornies. This right belongs excluſively to thoſe worthy members 

''3 of our — who Lien mount hs! | tage, or advertiſe in the 


le. newſpapers. Ki ern Oy Non 03.416 8 N N 644 RD 
* It muſt not Fes ama. 8 e chat I am in 
fi- Way degree tainted wich that hereſy: which teaches that phyficinm 
24 and ſurgeons are at beſt but neceſſary evils; and that the leſi pe- 
1d ne have to do with ua, the better for chem. J am ſtrongly intereſf- 
rc ea, by my profeſſion and ftation, to to maintain the good orthodox =: 
K faith, that. we are poſitively good chings 3 0 or ſuperlatively verx 
ate 

len 

he 

we 


good things: juſt like the remedies which we employ : for e -N 
ample, Blüters. But then 1 think every candid: ae. 2 1 
ſon Wa r gay axe e eee e 
1 5 e irons Bliters Art tort . their health, it 1 5 * | 
Very fit that ſuch a number of bliſters ſhouid be iptepared for their 
uſe, 1. =Y even be 3 to have double that nder at all times 
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ready, ar their ſervice, in onder chat che deaders in ay precſons 
0 dity: may not raiſe che price of it too much on the public. 
But I cannot for my heart conceive that it ſhould: be any advan- 
tage, either to the public or to che dealers, to have four or "oh 
times that number always ready ſpread, and; fit for immediate 
And we ſhould not eaſily find words to expreſs our amazement, if it 
„ were ſeriouſly propoſed, out of pure Chriſtian charity and brotherly 
love, or partly from theſe conſiderations, partly for the benefit of 
the dealers, to ſend the ſuperſſuous Bliſters to the Royal Infirmary, 
and Ergee clap them on e of the gar aad in it, by 
2 1 petual contract. ane ls. N 
5 bee nee ae would Fr [at WE and Four dach con 
ceive that it might be. much worſe, for the ſick poor in the Hoſ- 
pital, to be ſaddled with a ſuperfluous number of ſurgeons to take 
dare of them: as Meff. Kennedy and Co. have very properly ex- 
5 4 Freſſed it, purely becauſe thoſe. furgeons would be the better for 
| more experience. No perſon who. knows: me, I am ſure, will ever 
fuſpect me of undue partiality to bliſters, or indeed to any medi- 
cines, eſpecially if they are to be employed on my own perſon: yet 
E Efolemaly: declare, that if I Were a patient in the Hoſpital, and 
= + wereobliged-to take my choice of one or other of che two evils, ! 
_- 2 without che fmalleſt e take my ſhave of the ſuper- 
| rod uae Me cons Sec b open veyyck Woes ib Full 
| Unc -by che ſurgeons in their papers, * preſerve uns equality 
«' amongst the Surgeoh f Edinburgh,” I muſt obſerve, in che firſt 
place, that there ſeerns $0; be a great impropriety and even ſome 
1 1 incongruity, in the very notion ol an attempt to ether ve what no ver 
_ == © exifled; and, e wha, from ama Se net 
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roy rk it would make that: inequality more apparent and 


ſurgeons who attended 1 in tlie 1 


nor preſerve! an 
lucrative prac . 
they: have, ſo fully cxplaincd to be cheir 8 W 


4 
; 7 5 | "I : . I 
Wy k 7 1 * 


An nn no aun de produced or 8 among the 
W of Edinburgh, than among the lawyers and phyſicians, 


che painters and fiddlers, rhe grocers and tailors, reſpectively. For, 


according to the various talents which men poſſeſs by nature, and 
the no leſs various Uſes which they make of their natural talents 3 in 


point of application and active exertion, ſome in every profeſſion 


wall. deſervedly attain Ow.) Rm 000M ch ag, om: remain in : 
h all Sons byes.” * Wed 


n, „ ever ae hb PLL). e prins 
uman nature, or make men equal in talents, and know. _ 
Lill, and merit, whom God. hath made unequal. On 5 


indiſputable, and more generally known to the publics + FRI 
On the moſt fayourable ſuppoſition that can be made wich re- 
rect to it, a ſuppoſition Which 3 is abſolutely incredible, that all the 


y by rotation were equally | 
capable of profiting: by their attendance 5 in it, and did in fact ac- 


quire equal improvement by their practice on the ſick poor in the 1 


Hoſpital ; : ſuppoſing. further, - what is at leaſt as incredihle, that 4 
this improvement is not acquired at the'expence of the fick poor, r 
by any injury or harm to them; in other words, that the prac- 
tice of thoſe beginning to ractiſe for the ſake of improvement is 999 
a8 good as it will ever be, and bona. fide: as good for the patients as 
the beſt chat 1038 G . fen them: till this: ICIS... 
| : "of. their. - profeſſion, which in Wa Nene 
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, ? 
two years permanent attendance in an hoſpital, at the age of two 
or three and twenty; probably (for the reaſons already ſtated) not 
near fo, much But if this good were equal in all of them, it 
would no more produce or preſerve an equality among the fur- 
gens of Edinburgh, than their having all Te _ _ymber of 
heads, and fingers, and thumbs could do. 5 


The preſent members of the College 'of * alia ton y 


years experience- bf the be 


in in queſtion, muſt know much bet 


I eee wee e eee r kan 1 do, 


bow little it has conduced, or at this time conduces,' to preſerve 
am equality amomgſt them. never preſumed, having no right or 


intereſt in it, to enquire minutely into that matter; but from all 


| that I have Gase s bes or hear af hes in tho lt thirty years 
Er my life, 1 franly believe the inequality among the fargeons has 
e ee eſe; tent, in every reſpect; as great as It is 
zihong the lawyers, phyſicians, and dancing - maſters. I firmly be- 
lieve it Seer vill continue 45 and that it ape 20 e e 
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 monyfirated as certainly as any propofition in Euclid, chat if by their 
bargain with the Managers of the Infirmary, or by any compact 
among themſelves, they ſhould contrive to produce and preſerve a 
perfect equity among all the ſurgeons of Edinburgh, it would in- 


ſtantly De found diferacefid, - and very ſoon would be ru to 


them in lefs/tham a twelvemonth, they (at leaft all che men of ta- 
| lents and merit among them) would moſt;cordially wiſh the com- 
pat and 'theauthors- of it at the Devil: no man of genius, or ſpirit, 


I or, ambition, or liberal education, ſentiments, or manners; would 
| l NY becchne a member of their corporation: no man of genius and 
ih _nclldefirved. AS ah . 
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Royal College of Surgeo! 


Ke 4 
a, 
together, ie had acquired a competency to live upon; or, if not, 


he would g0 to ſeek his fortune by the practice of his profeſſiom in 


ſome other place, where his talents and his exertions might be 


ee eee peer be amply compe 


it could be campenſated, by che quantity uf them Their muru- 
ber would de . rare by the addition or all whõ had 


to be a learned or a liberal Fra Thoſe who pratife/ir | 
would not be ranked in public eſtĩmation with Phyficians, or mer- 
r would on of them be known aud effeem. | 


33 of au 
of a hand · bill, or a newfpaper ady rti 


geons of Edinburgh would: foon become Bafbers again. 


Nor are any of theſe propoſitions-doubrful, ebe "= 
"oof mene W DO 2 5 4 


— knobs nor can the: ro 


We e aer 8275 chat run, run all; yet TR one da _ | 2 
prize. We have good reaſon to believe, that in W av a bet- 43 8 


more juſtly appretiated and better rewarded; The loſs which the 
would thus fuſtain, een 2 


y, Pkyſic, een ph eee were hterary 
of them would extend farther than the coπmpoſition 
ent, e cn 3 
ſalutaria, or a vegetable ſyrup, for che cure of che e e 
temper;/: In one ſhort ſentence, by ſuch a (tem of equally the 


5 vas that of Dr; Garth, on his deathl 


5 . contemptuous eſtimate of the 
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Rp TOE dani in l we muſt be content with Hg order 
which it has pleaſed God to 0 eſtabliſh in it; and 515 diſcharge of 
the duties of our N Nations, we.muſt-endeavour to 100 
beſt of it. e ee Dis een VVV 

The good . it is 3 2 Ahe ſtupideſt . went 
en any other competit 1, muſt underſtand, that if the 
Prize were to be equally divided among all ho choſe to ſtart for 

it, chere would be but a ſcurvy race:/ 6 There could be ho emula- 
. W chere probably: would be no exertion, no training, no im- 
provement, and little or no merit in thoſe ho would have no oc- 
caſion to contend, as they would be ſure of an equal ſhare of the 
En pe mein trouble on their part; and equally ſure that they 
could 1 than chat Ihare of it, n eg * 
mien ab, Set . ne *. 730 l 4 70 > Jo Ef B 80 
Every profeion is in this reſpe&'a compet 
well it is for mankind chat it i is ſo : for it is not the been, tainty 
equal ſhare of Ws prize, but the wiſh for a very large ſhare 
Eye, wealth, and honour, chat can rouſe to activity, . 
rious and perſevering exertions, and F to that high im- 
provement of a few individuals, which m- - ee their 
en reſpectable, and uſeful to mankind. 1 3 

Of the many bitter ſarcaſms ies L have heard of c on > my own 
e and profeſſional E ann 


op” jo of 
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Wan one of is friends 
"who thought he had repeatedly owed his life to chi care and ſkill 
of the Doctor, came to ſee him, ſorry to loſe his friend and phy- 
1 yet anxious to aſk him what phyfician he would adviſe him 
do ſend for, if he | _ alc ae b 800 W . 
d Dr Garth... JT (8 
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Da 


be among phyſicians and furgeons wheitely: Gitatiwiag 
of need, he might call a phyſician or a ſurgeon, without knowing 


his c 


hackney=coach, without ANG: nv WO OED 
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ce e among phyſicians and ſurgeons 
| in point of profeſſional 1kill; and merit; 


and reputation, ab nee as perfect as in the common 
but neceffary accompliſhments of reading and writing, and as in- 
nong the Brethren in 4 Maſon-iodge; 


with reſpect to brotherly love, and knowledge of che myſteries of 
maſonry, 1 do not fox any thing chat the public could gain by the 
bliſhment of ſuch a ſyſtems 3/ and I ſee clearly that the public | 
muſt e the 'two Ahnen conſiderations: which. can be ſup». 
Vicia: or ſurgeonis. A tab 19 77 74% a6 Aut 

[Inch — inſtantly be an end of that great 
and conſtant employment of a few individuals of each profeſſion; - 
which giv them the higheſt degree: of improvement, and ſx illi and 
tation, as well as of that high reputation and ſkeill which pro- 
to a few individuals ſo large a thank of employment, and yoo 
high improvement and ſuperiot ſkill. 
—_— ene tro. conſider; 


eſu ol juſt; reaſoning, or at leaſt af 2 cial 
eye ee Wer in the elend n, 
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rater, or even his name; juſt as he might call a porter or a 


le, hich ie rainy i not by any human 
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1 In the ſecond place, chere would 3 honourable 
it : 1 and emulation, and chat rarional with and hope for pro- 
feſſional eminence, which makes the high-repuration arid employ- 
ment of a few of che profeſſion a ſtrong motive to exertion, and 
conſequently a great ſource of improvement, in all the e or at 
leaſt in ee fe hr dg u. er rwe neh dn due bn f 

In both ; nt reſpects, the race Gitem of 
inequality appears to en better fur mankind than an 
— fs: ayes iy and fo much and oo 
| 2 8 renn 1 eee Ido not bateve 
Wl dat the ſurgeons, who uſed that argument and explained it ſo fully 
ni chair printed ae ee moſt: hs} their Pat 
buon, ever ſeriouſly wiſed or intended it. I conceive chat 
„ ere only a6 kind of Balking-hoiſe Alek, 
a cant of pirty, cha 
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8  Conering the print dus ofthe diſeibuion a the pracce 


nd ereſting/to/ all concerned in this diſcuſſion; 1 hall cake jr as; the 
ſubject of the calculations, and the APY Experiment. of 3 intro- 


The moſt, Ariking 64 indiſputable fact mak eine® the dif | 
ben af the, Fracdice of furgery in | 8s well 
as formerly, and, I believe, in all hex erk towns, at all times, 


eve 

uly deal more buſineſs than they can manage with eaſe or * 
paſ. themſelves; and many more of them having a great deal leſs. 
hey For che reaſons. already; mentioned, chere can be no doubt chat 
aſk, ¶ chere would be a great, ch ugh perhaps not quite ſo great an inequa- . 
ha. lity among the furgeons as to reputation and employment, if there 
ere, ¶ vere no more of them in Edinburgh than vrhat would be ſufficient KD 
tu> to do the buſineſs, ſuppoſing chem all to be, equally and pretty fully 
ſon, Fed, and all, of them, to che number perhaps of ten or 
ame trenty, to earn a very comfortable ſubſiſtence by their profeſſion. ; 
x Even on this ſuppoſition, of a much ſmaller number of candi 


LO 1 favour and Practice, the higher reputation and greater 5 
merit, real or ſuppoſed, of eh them 


rocure., to them gn frac Of. e ſome + of heir phe 38 | 
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is, that it is. very unequal, ſame, of the profeſſion having agreat | 


If 3 is made fil 1 p ry being in Elin: 9 
e more ſurgeons chan would. be ſufficient to. do all the 


esa man a5;are really wanted. 
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20 a. foot; but thoſe who at e 80 afoot” would "Neve 
7; HE their chariots. Somos {FT ae eee e eee, BB 
by Hack: + Syn," "When a man is to be cut for che Abc; it is of 


on foot or in à gilded chariot, 1 ſhould rather think it might be 
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Us white ſir one, is Woch 7 

| wag} among the phyſicians, and ſtill Vetter an among the lawyers. Il © 
"The  refule with . te to che ee at preſent is, that ſome if © 

e ſtreets on four wheels, E 

: them walk about the ſtreets 
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on their two hinder legs in true primiti rimitive fimplit 


EC 
C( 
Now” let us ſuppoſe the ſyſtem of equality, in reputa ns; prac. ü 
rice, 'and profeſſional emoluments, eſtabliſhed among them in al l 
vi 

by 


| B12 vigour and purity. I fee clearly that it muſt inſtantly put an 


end to that odious, moſt unbrotherly, nd antichriſtian diſtinction 
bẽtween the many who walk on foot and the few'who roll in their 
chariots. But I cannot ſee what better any individual can be for la 
that. Thoſe who at preſent keep their chariots muſt ; ever after = 
er aft 


re 
Attle dr no moment to him Whether the operator come to Bis houſe 1 


ſome comfort to the patient, in thoſe anxious and fearful 
to know that his ſurgeon has had ſuch extenſive | 
We 


 Pratice FRET he © can afford to er fach a chariot. 15 , 2605 
by divided among all the i Ries of Edinburgh, it is Eik eriden 
that this would not make the practice or the emoluments of it 
greater than they were before. There wor 


d be no more fractures 
aer or compound; no more locations, trepannings, tooth 
drawings, o or cuttings for the ſtone; no more wounds or ulcers 
IE: or' poxes; no more diſeaſes" of any kind; and though la 
not leaſt in conſideration, there would be no more DR Paid 
annua y to the Members dir dog Colleger" rgcons.” | 
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u ne is ſuch, 2s, if qualify divided: a | 
eaſily be done by ten ſurgeons, all-of whom would be pretty fully 
yed; which ſuppoſition, as I have been told by ſome of their 
own number, is very near the truth: and if the emoluments of it 
equally divided among the ten would give to each of them an in- 
come of L. ooo a-year ; which perhaps is not far from the truth: TL 
then, if the practice and the profits were equally divided among 
twenty ſurgeons, each of them would have but half the buſineſs 
that each of the ten had, and only L. 500 a- year. If the equal di- 
viſion were made among for? ſurgeons, each of theſe would have 
but L. 2 50 a- year, and but one fourth of the employment, and con- 


ſequently but one fourth of that . 3 e n wa N = 


tice that each of the ten would have had- 


Even at this Rate of equal diviſion of e e . 


and profeſſional income among the Surgeons, E apprehend the pub- 
lc would have much leſs confidence in their ſkill, and much leſs 
reſpect for their profeſſion than at preſent; eſpecially as none of 
them could roll about in their chariots, and as ſeveral of thoſe moſt 
highly. eſteemed, would either renounce” their profeſſion ae 
or withdraw from Edinburgh to practiſe- e elſe. | 
/ But the equal diviſion of practice and « r among Am | 
would not ſtop at that period. Even L. 250 a- year, though per- 


haps ſcarce the tenth part of what ſome of them have made, and | 


many of them expect, and all of them would wiſh to make, would 

be great affluence. to many hundreds regularly bred to ſurgery, and 

well- inſtructed i in it, perfectly able to undergo the examination of 

the College, and really as well qualified to practiſe their art as the 

preſent members of it. The certainty of obtaining at once, and 
| „a better income than they had even a 


chance of obtaining in their former ſituations by their moſt labo- , 
rious exertions in the whole courſe; of their e Would Oy | 
mbers CE en GAY year to ſettle in ne 
* „ . 
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1 this ** de n 1 the number of far. 
geons in Edinburgh, all of them ſharing equally the emotument; 
af their. practice, would ſoon be fo great, that the income of each 
vould be reduced to much leſs than what I have hitherto ſtated: 
certainly to 10% than the very ſlender income for which many 
young men of good talents, regularly bred to ſurgery, well qua- 
| ied to practiſe it, and to become members, of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, chearfully ſerve as ſurgeons mates in the navy, or 
perhaps in ſituations ſtill more dangerous, more toilſome, and leſs 
profitable ; compared to which, the. life of a ſurgeon in Edinburgh, 
with an income of L. 100, or even L. Fo a-year, to which it would 


infallibly be reduced by the * an ee 1 
and comfort, and affluence: £ 


ARES eee wo juſt as plain, as tar a/guinea may: be aſi 


Fran butcannoe be changed into imo hundred and if 

da, nor even into one-and-twenty guineas. But chere is yet another 
consideration which in this caſe ought to be attended * 
not juſt of mathematical certainty, ke the pre e 
and obvious, that no man of ſenſe will diſpute it. - Trent apa. 

We ſoon as the number of ſurgeons in Edauiburgh Was FR 10. 
creaſed, and the income of all of them made equal and very 1 
by the plan ſuppoſed, they would be leſs highly eſteemed, 

weir Get rvices would be much leſs highly paid than * 
preſent. This 3s juſt what has long been the caſe, and is the caſe 
5 ee in many other countries, in which ſurgery is not eſ- 
deemed a hiberal profeſſion. On this principle, the ſum earned 
annnally by the whole fraternity would ſoon be much leſſened, 
_ and che miſcrable pittance of cach individual ſharing of it equally, 
would be leſſened in proportion. In a few years, not one of them 
Wn Ras wt ia 4 7 wats e e de = 
; 353 1; LE gt 1 * n tlecent 
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"Tho high ednet eee he arnsd Uberal ZN 
| d th by er liberal payment of the ſeryices of thoſe. 
| nenceZin'thetn, depend very much on the: 
eee julia belief; that krebs r em cabal proficiency. in them 
cannot be acquired by every man who may chooſe to undertake 
chem 3-and-that great eminence in them cannot be ep 
perior talen ee eee eee gong eee i 
| OF 6 che yrefedions 1 Sen eä uf Huhrey 18 ee 
fords- the beſt example and illuſtration: of cht 'princix 
; the conſequences proceeding from it. 1 wart al 
every other country in Europe, or, L believe, in the world, ſurgery 
aſily I for: ebe wee regarded as a learned or a liberal Profeſſion. 
| Surg gers enen daumen ene e are, | 
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ca 3 effos of ir was the ah _ of the ns 
t ef- bers. The com. Oey ; of Daring this (8 Apt on woof 8 
inſiſte eB ny * 


my babes. But if the Surgeon ſhould contrive to. eſtabliſh, ” ; 
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chem he ſent Gini and that 4 eee e Eüinbu irgh to un- 
dergo a capital operation might call for a Surgeon, juſt as he would 
call for a Barber if he wanted to be ſhaved, I dare ſay the Barbers 
would ſoon be prev led on geo ome "their com- 
1 2 . * * > eck i ; Yor; Rl 
Ido not ſcruple to ſay, int vi am palate) whe 8 wks 
publiſhed: the Memorial in queſtion,” knew that an equality among 
their brethren was impoſſible; and that, if it were poſſible, it would 
be ruinous and diſgraceful to them. If not, e may conſider their 
Memorial and its conſequences as one of the moſt ſtriking ex- 
amples that ever occurred of how very ſhort- ſighted men are, even 
where they are fuppoſed to ſee the cleareſt and the fartheſt: 1 mean 
where their own intereſt is concerned! For if their Memorial, and 
their: conſequent. bargain with the Ma gers of this Hoſpital, had 
1 that effect which the ſurgeons profeſſed to with, it 
rh Raye: wh Apr eateſt evil that could have befallen them. 
now what the ſurgeons thought 
Ss er or i egree of good faith there was in their Me- 
morial, more t than fixty years ago. But it is of ſome importance in 


* 


this diſcuſſion, to know whether the ſurgeons at preſent have any 


wiſh to preſerve an equality am re e bee ny. .of 
chem do not perceive hat the conſequences of it wo E 
whether they ſeriouſly wiſh for ſuch ene bs Cabs Alb £ 

I firmly believe, that of the five-an [forty eee Wako 
| wart there is not one Who will not at once perceive, ae whoſe 
coriſequences of an equality - among them, wh 
out, are inevitable; not one who Sodd:with for ſuch an ne 
7 not one, in ſhort, ho would not wiſh to have at cone one 
dane n words Hf, oe u lerne r 82 
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ow even though ten, or ewenty, or thir- 
of Ml; AAA f BY A bergen ſhould have no practice at all. 
un- 1 ſhould be truly ſorry to do them injuſtice in this very mo- 
>uld I derate eſtimate of eee therly love and Uhriſtian charity. If 
bers they chink I do them v IC g, and really entertain ſentiments fo 
om- different from a 1 Luppoſe, I oi NE een "yy 
farly trying the experiment. "DH 
who It will be a moſt edifying ſigh 
10Ng cularly gra ifying to my Ae d 
ould WW Phyſicians, who, will greatly appl. 
their obſerve the reſult of the experimen 
ex- that they will inſtantly concur in akin ſuch a trial among them- 
even ſelves; for Jam ſure they would have ſet the example long ago; if 
nean they were not ſtrongly perſuaded that it would be very bad for 
and i themſelves, for their college, and for the public: But, as N 
had Il ſenſe and candour;: they muſt always be open to conviction; and 
h, it if, after a trial of only one century, or even Half a century; the 
m. experiment ſhall have ſucceeded with the ſurgeons, I am ſure the 
ught Phyſicians will be eager: to follow heir goc 1 — a mo- 
Me- ney ſhould be wanted, juſt to ſmooth the way, and remove : fuch 
ce obſtacles as Ker be 2 and ſometimes fruſtrate new and 


ren denen e. College of. 
ud the principle, and carefully 
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juali- ther: than hes Garg ſhould be ads chidhngaban work of 
t one wy love: Who knows how far and how faſt that b nevo- 
: le may ee e buen | b nteer 


I cannot promiſe for them | 


« ten-times that ſum, ra- 
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that paſſagerincit, quoted in page 53 of this paper: ea | 
ce ney Fragen act 


* 


Þ 


er 


* 
* 
2 05 
CY k 1 * 


[4 
1 


4 


5 be: 15 5 ebene SR wein Wee Sera fack- an 
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c ference would have been Sera felt at any time; it would be ſo 
even at this day; but at that time, at the beginning of this inſti- 
tution, when it was Toes. whether money enough cot‚ſl 
be obtained from charitably-diſpoſed perſons to build this Hoſpi- 
tal, it muſt have been felt with tenfold. force. Unfavourably as 1 
think of the Memorial of the Surgeons, and of che whole of their | 
| conduct 1 in that buſineſs, I cannot believe them capable of ſuch im 


ment i ma e n could ee ee of falſe- 


gy: gs wide and equivalent to ſaying, * This is the 
1 * rod which we will hold over you; we will with hold dur own 


6 Ack poor which you intend. to do them; unleſs eee 4 


Hell as you: do, that ſuch a ee ee 5 


een I have done the Surgeons (Mefl. Fu Os] abe 


Royal Infirmary ; foraſmuch as every e gien t to ds PTS 
ſtit was neceſſarily with-held from the latter. This inter- 


ecility and turpitude, as to aſſert ſeriouſiy a deliberate falſehood, = | 
ſo groſs and palpable, that no body could believe it even for a mo- 


He # 8 5 's 5 8111 3 * 


16 t to e ee e onion andere 


* contributions to your Hoſpital ;'we will. intercept as much as we 15 
can of che contribute ns which charitable perſons would give to 
, Bach an Inſtituti ion; we will do all in our power to prevent, and 

probably we ſhall in a great meaſure prevent that good to the 


4 U all to attend in your Hoſpital indiſc 
< the way that we think beſt for ourſe 


22 much worſe for the patients than the perman: 
« ment of a few of them, according to your original Inſti 
even in this point of view, it deſerves the molt ſerious a 
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em conc et the oa as of 


_ their Memorial; and, above all, by the uſe.they made of the money 
' which they had ſubſcribed themſelves, and procured from others, 


on pretence of piety, charity, and b drotherly love, and of the neceſſity 
of a ſeparate hoſpital for the relief of the fick poor, whoſe wretch- 
on Apo be for, as, ſoon as they could make 
%%% ĩ Ü their own 
ſeparate inſtitution, ORE ety e 
e t be any e ph 

It is eee = * Sek . 
by « dual Eparare hoſpital, mighe, ar firſt as well as at laſt, have 
been given to them, by enlarging this Infir e 
funds, and thereby extending i its benefits. of 
I chis was beſt for the poor and Spy 8 


om they pro- 


_ Feed ſuch pity and benevolence, az 1, by their ſubſequent con- 


| eee .. ͤ . 


1 „ and ae as well 
ay CS e abliſhed. . 1 pads We, anc 


| procurcd Gdſeriptions for i, OR Os NR © 925 


VV 1 0 e 
een e Mef. Kennedy and Co, to have been, and un- 


favourabiy as we muſt think of them for the whole of their con- 


duct in chis buſineſs, we cannot ſuppoſe them ſuch idiots as to 
6 e ee 
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che Sick poor; and. no for thin ge chat there hould be ro cr. | 


rate hoſpitals in this city, inſtead of one great Infirmary; - 
Ihe only difference between the bargain which they made at laſk 


with the Managers of this Hoſpital; giving to it the money which ; 
_ they had raiſed expreſaly for a ſeparate inſtitution, and the raiſing 
and giving of ſuch a ſubſcription originally and unconditionally to 
this Hoſpital, was, that, by their bargain, they got leave to attend in 
, Lal Pr. by rotation. But this (whether good or bad for 
bad, and the very reverſe of pity, benevolence, and 
5 boden b, wks ſick. Poor; a8 the furgeons well knew; for, 
independently. conſiderations, their own arguments: in 
P Mernrial Mesar page 5 5. þ# this paper), afford complete 
proof, and are in fact che ſtrongeſt poſſible \cknowleds * 
the original mode of their attendance, by ſelection and panne | 


ent, was much better for the poor patients. * by 


W. ee a point of view, the ſame ironical . 
. Ir not only fully explains the motives of our pre- 85 
deceſſors in this truſt for making ſuch a bargain with the ſurgeons, 
but is their beſt or only poſſible excuſe y fur there can be ho cb - 


_ plete juſtification: of their conduct, in doing what was bad for the 
e as well as a direct violation of their charter. N 


It evidently was not only che tempring offer of « coiderable 


| Fur ad wee, of which. at all times,” and particularly. at chat 
time, this Hoſpital has' ſtood m 


his ak ad eee eee nai 
- —_ before they finally ſettled their bargain. In their Memo- 
nal, (quoted page 64. of this paper), the fargeons offered the Ma- 


3 2000 * ſean]; ſomething W thee L. 190: and 1 


Mz 8 
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ich in need; but che dread of a . 
bie inſtirution, which might cut off the fupplies, or Even prevent 
che building of this Hoſpital, that induced the Managers to make 
Si | bargain HI Redd e CO TON 8 if 
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- E "The war of the Manager r of he prop (page 


. - 10: of che Appendix to the Surgeons 
in our on Minutes, June 7. 1736, vol. 1 1 e 14 6 is in : theſe. 
words: The offer of 2000 merks h Ales afrmary by 
tlie twelve gentlemen is very charitable. ::. 
What ſhall ariſe from the laſt article alli Anke ot e 
«:ifiemary ſtock; and it is wiſhed that the gentlemen would fig 
7 en What the _—— _ AG pa onations they 
' 88 have procured. 18. MILF I à¶ͤ Apt 135 ie mY SEL TI. 
ee lan (3, hon name 
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ef Grondz DrunMoND: (ie: name af the. Managers) is ſubſeri- 
; bed to this paper, ackn gi that to be charitable which was 
_ fon id, uncharitable, and unfeeling, beyond example; and deſiring 
to know how much more money might r dhe dame 

US Non By thy e 18 ES Þ nl Fi ESD Ka 1 1 10 5 8. 
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city, 1 know not; but zey ſeem. to have underſtood: rerfeciy the 


_ agnotum pro: magnifico 2 rg as our countryman Galgacus near 
1700 years before told his Toe. Foul e the Ramap-ar- 
eee eee 1 ee 1 oefr - 
| The reply of the ſurge eee eee . Len fen te, 
+ „think the offer af 2000 merks donation to the y very 
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i but wiſh to be informed of the amount of Do fub- 
tions we have procured: but this is impoſſible for us to gra- 
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| . proper w eil them in; only in general we can tell ybu that bür 
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4 friends friends have not hitherto been man „ 
r Memorial, Ke 17. 318.) w* 

ugheſt expecta igl re a mo- 
egy; they: _— comply with' the condition 
| zeons; and to increaſe their dread of a 

ppolition, which might have been ruinous 

0 Infirmary, if. they would not comply with that condition. 

The redule- was, that the Managers, who plainly-could. have 

=. rithſtood. the: 2000 merks, were induced ſome time after to make 
| the bargain, on obtaining. a much One 1 from the! hers 1 
WM: _ about J. goo, as I am informed. | M ; 
| -+:1t is unneceſſary to. make any:xe ema ny a wha 1 a e 
E i ſtated in their Memorial and Appendix about their apprentices, 
aud the hardſhip of excluding. from opportunities of inſtruction, 
by ſeeing the practice in the Hoſpita Wether ee, 
„ tices to the ſurgeons of the Infirmary... That me be, v 
1 indeed but it is now quite out of hes queſtion... Al 0k de © 
- | - phyficand ſurgery, whether apprentices. or not, have —_ oppor- 
e | tunitics, on very moderate terms, of. acquiring ee 1 
e | the Hoſpital, by £ 
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2 cannot be ſuppoſ ed thay che 


hows ee r do — oo 
to bus 26655 to ms. m 


1 | unreaſonable length of this digreſſio owed Haan lera- 
tion of the Surgeons Memorial. The truth is, it came into y 
bean en lately, and after this paper was written ;. Which Cir- | 
| curaſtance, has occaſioned many needleſs. and unpleaſant repeti- - 
tions. ee eee to me. ee 
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| N 5 them, I ſhould never have preſu 


akg on which their bargain with the 


„ eee 


8 adden of there | 


It contained an open avowal of ſuch ſentiments and eee 8 
as I never could have thought of, and which, if I had thought of ; 

to impute to any individual = 
or any ſet of men. FFP 
members of the College of Surgeons know as little of it as I did fix 
months ago, and will be as much aſtoniſhe and as inidignant at it, 
as I was when I firſt read it. eee eee , ama 
them can be ſuppoſed to entertain or adopt ſuch ſentiments: Ido 


not believe that now-a-days a ſociety of porters would have put 


their names to ſuch a memorial, or would avow ſuch ſentiments. 
r n FEE 

I return the eee (ated in page 43. of this ee} er 
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quainted ITY the principles of ſtrict reaſoning, (or wil what is c 
logic) as they are profeſſionally, and by à kind of nece auty, and 
habit. I know. likewiſe that the ultimate general Principles of fri 
good logical reaſoning, are, and muſtibe,, the fame at all times, and on 
all ſubjects whatever; for example, the fame 3 in Scotch law at pre- 
ſent, as in- Greek mathematics 2000 years ago. 1 know likewiſe, 
that, except in mathematical ſcience, there is no ſubject of reaſon- 
* in Which the real uſe and ſtrict application of the principles 
of logic have been ſo well exemplified, and ſo much attended to, 
as in law. The argument of an able lawyer, in point of ſtrict rea- 
ſoning, is ſcarce inferior to the demonſtrations-of Euclid and Archi- 
meat. And if every cauſe had a right fide, {which I believe is not 
the caſe), and if an able and well employed lawyer. always got che 
right ſide of every cauſe that he undertook, (which I preſume is 
impoſlble) ſuch a lawyer would be not only as Atrict, but as candid, 
and, in every reſpect, as good a reaſoner, -as a mathematician, who 
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ws 8 chem, che 10, or the fad; . every 8 
matter of fact, however general, and however much involving 
compariſon, and judgment, and profeſſional knowledge, and expe- 
_ rience} and opinion, it can be proved in a ſatisfactory legal manner 
in a court of juſtice, only by proper teſtimony of a ſufficient num- 
ber of competent witneſſes; that is, witneſſes not. only of good 
cCharacter and good ſenſe, but of profeſſional knowledge and expe- 
Tience, well 8 n hou n and tho 4.6 9855 to 
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che moſt ample ang unimpeached teſ v. A cloud of witneſſes 
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underſtood if I have not been fortunate enough to explain my- 
ſelf ſufficiently.) in general terms, I at homered to r = 
meaning plain by a particular exa inuſtr 


ee eee 8 
cuſed perſon inflicted a wound on the deceaſed: and ſuppoſed mur- 
Aerxed perſon, or gave him / poiſon j| but alſo that che wound fo 


or the poiſon ſo given by the accuſed, 
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propriety, is but a matter of opinion, founded on ſome | 
knowledge, more or leſs particular ame of humar 
and of the effects of ſuch cauſes, is uſually eſtabliſhed by * K. J 
umony of urgeons aid phyſicians, whoſe education and profeſſional 
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bed to the heart with a ſword or a pike, and dies immediately; or 
vhen ſuch a man gets a quarter of an ounte of arſenic: mixed with 
his food and dies in a day or two with ſymptoms of moſt violent 
diſorder .in his ſtomach, and when on opening his eee por- 
tion of che arſenic is found in his ſtomach, and his ſtomach itſelf | 
18 found to have been inflamed and mortified ; in ſuch caſes there 
can be no real difference of opinion among the Faculty. Every in⸗ Bs 
| align TIO or Juryanan, ae th and deri N of 


I 


Se 


Ss ical profeſſio 1 give to any wie deen ae Ee, con- 
3  cerning 55 6 the death of a perſon who N N uch 
' "OP or fwratlowed ſuch-adoſe-of poiſon, 1. 11 7 
Nay more; if Nag eb eee e inec ain fuck 5 
1 Were to give «cn y e als 
diately the greateſt aſtoniſhment, perhaps even ſome indignation; 
and much Adra; and certainly would bring upon him ſeveral 
very pointed queſtions concerning the reaſons of his very ſingular 
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I am aware that this is the moſt important poine in or eu. 
and the moſt difficult propefition in our argument. 

But it is, I preſume, one great ſtep towards 3 our Ts to 
Weh as may eaſily be done, and I truſt is already done in this 
Memorial, chat the contract in queſtion, whether directly repug- 
nant to any law or not, is at leaſt abſurd, unjuſt, and cruel. No- 


_thing Jefs than direct and poſitive experience, I mean the ſolemn 
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give up their cauſe altogether; for we know already, and many or 
all of them know as well as we do, and are as ready to acknow- 
ledge 28 we can be to aſſert, that Wong attendance i in the Hoſpital 
by rotation is very bad for the patients. This being either admit- 
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tranſaction, implying or conſiſting in 4% where projet was expected; 
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gain. It is badnc/s relative to ſomething of much higher impor- 
tance and more intereſting concern, whick never can be appretiated 
rene vg get ach, if wi or impairee ede com- 
penfated by money; it is badge relative to that aſſiſtanee which 
hgh to be given to -numberleſs individuals, poor and unhappy, 
in their utmoſt need, when health and life are at Rake with them; 
that health and that life, uhich are their little all; on Which they 
and their families muſt. depend for their ſupport;; and which are 
inef k. their farailies, and to their country. 
10 p vafitag to che funds of che Hoſpital can com- 
dae —— or: fach ies beſt aſſiſtance which 
— ß or ad en er i 
The Managers ay a are not N truſtees for the property o- 
the Hof, but alſo guardiaris of the health Ca: or a 
and unhapy who are admitted into it. This is their firſt and ſu- 
preme he nm en ere 5 ame evidently 
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13 of money paid by them to the Hoſpital, che Managers, on 
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. 0 as e Maylhguse to accept of 11 Pen of 5 per 
cent. for L. 1000 lent. out on good ſecurity; the abfurdity, inju- 
| Rice, and gef ſuch a contract muſt, I think, be glaring and 
| ſhocking. I cannot believe that any ſet of Managers, or Phyſicians, 
or 5 would ever make, any Lawyer ever ons ay n 5 
1 Juſtice ever tolerate, ſuch an abominable e 
Is a contract more tolerable, more tenable, or leſs TY leſs 1 un- 
/ Fo leſs: abſurd, Which, without expreſſing in wards that hae. 
ful condition, neceflarily imphes it in fact? 255 | 
I underſtand and admit, that the Managers * hk Ron: Infir- 
* mary, by their charter, have as full po wer as any other incorpo 
tion, or as any individual, to make contracts with other incor- 
porations, or with individuals. I conceive. that a deliberate formal 
contractſbetween them and the Seen relative da proparrx, whe- 
cher advanta eous to ſhe Hoſpital or diſadvantageous: to it, muſt 
en be as ai as ſuch a contrac berween the Royal Bank of Scot- 
M0 land md dhe God Town of inburghs abou > ot a fun 
E of money. e ee HE 77115 
E 9 the paces In the Raya nfirmary, are perty:e 
mate ns, or bold er b: tered Velen a Sor hon hike 
Managers ever : acquire à right diſpoſing even of a ſingle limb 
of a Poor man admitted into the Hoſpital, to the higheſt bidder: 
among the Surgeons, or to any bidder, on any other principle 
or conſideration, or for any other purpoſe, but for the utmoſt be- 
nefit Which can be 3 os that poor: a accarding toy! the” 8 
deſt of. their judgment. Eh, ET 4 0 1 . N : | 
80 far are the patients. in that 10 mary ne eng this dion Fl 
ether of the Managers, or r of the medical gentle ler 
them, that on the contrar 'the Managers are a kind of truſtees or 
agents Nor 2 0 e for the e of procuring chem all he 1 
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28 "richeſt patients in private p 0 ee ee eee 

| liberally for their ſervices- They owe juſt the an, care at- 

tention and aſſiſtance to a poor man in the He ntal, as to a 1 

Lord in a palace: and would be juſt as blameable, and a8 criminal, 

if they voluntarily neglected any part of ther nen, duty 

e man; as if they did ſo to the rich. ee be . 

8 Perhaps it will be thought to ſavour too ſtrong : 

of my own profeſſion to ſay, that I conceine che 
ROS On e ene dmi 


deen dae familiar to exery man of competent 
PE owledge though not of the medical profeſſion; 
andi as it ſerves better than any thing elſe which I know of, to ex- 
; 8 bart hene in vier 51 ſhall venture to make uſe of ĩt to 
notion 15 8 
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certain profeſſions, or f tions, ee e ee eee 
nes, wbich in cheir own nature, or from the nature of things, are /i- 
| - rage madinde@aſhkirs which: notndi aal, and no ſet of men, can, 
: lier for themſelves or their ſacceſſors, violate, or renounce, or 
neglect, 8 doſes gs ce as law might 
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as phyſic)in the following terms: Jo practiſe phyſic, cautiouſ- | 


r.of Medicine, implying always a general licence to prac- 
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7 Gt by Het a more than 2000 years As 1 bon. 
is adminiſtered, in all univerſities where medicine is taught, to thoſe 


vrho arẽ created Doctors, and licenſed to practiſe. But even if it 
vere omitted, as I ſuſpect it is in ſome places, it makes no difler- | 
ence as to the fupreme and ine r om rn oranonY 
_ tients, e ENT IFN: 0 

1 doall habe hes utmaſt of his power... He would 
e ee and in many caſes, I think would e e N 


niſhable, if he did nog. ee en eee eee 
unn that. he can legally or juſtly violate, or neglec or re- 
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"+; 36 3 ng 


e one or both of che « con A 0 ag -parties ene; gebe. for 
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Even the haft of the FEA ON a phyſician 1 are Speciled in 
- our oath; and univerſally underſtood, independently of any oath, 


do be che duty of a phyſician, and conſequently the right of his pa- 


tients and their families, 1 mean ſecrecy on his part with reſpect 
to every thing ſeen or heard by him in the courſe of his profeſ- 
ſional attendance, which ought not to be divulged, can never be 
2 or legally renounced: or violated: by any c at i, for any 
_ conſideration. whatever, even in a ſingle inſtance, either to gratify 
a curious impertinent, or to ſerve the intereſted purpoſes of a ſelfiſh 
"Han. Surely no lawyer will ever maintain that ſuch à contract 
could be forced by law, or, without the mo & ridiculous.abſurdi- 
ty, be even pleaded in a court of juſticc mme. 
Let that duty, I think, may fairly be aud 4 o babies n "KM 

only as being the leaſt important of them al, but alſo on account of 
this obvious conſideration, that it evidently is not /upreme': there are 


other duties, of higher authority, to Which i? muſt yield, whenever : 


it happens to be-oppoſed to them. TO ſuch faperior; jg the 


_ clauſe in that part of our oath which relates to 


ings the teſtimony n 


5 38 required, perhaps with reſpeRt to ſack things ſeen. or heard in 


5 the courſe of his practice, as it wou 
and, but for Bis being called on as 


perion or only duty to declare 


which s nearly the fame thing, it is + unqueſtionably his duty o s 


have been moſt his e, 
irnsfs, it would have beer 
moſt his duty to have ogy contend; it inlay becomes his 
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| oa . We? The only difference chat Lean ſee ben W 0 
cases is, chat, 1 in che former, when called on as a witneſs, he has no 


inn choice, no opportunity for deliberation, or exerciſe of his on judg- 
h, ment and diſcretion, and conſequently no kind of reſponſibility for 
a- what may come of the teſtimony legally required of him. In the 
ect other caſe, when he acts voluntarily, he is in ſome.meaſure reſpon- 
el ſible for the conſequences of his breach of that ſecrecy, which, in 
be il. general, is expected of him, as his profeſſional duty. If he acts up · 
uy n to the beſt of his Judgment, I-conceive his probity cannot 
ity be impeached, but his judgment may; if he acts raſhly and fooliſu- 
ſh | ly 1 in ſo 1 important a concern, and if his raſh and improper conduct, 


del | | though.) Tun BEATS," has chin PROP: to others, he is certainly in 
di- W 1 zpelled 115 Ts to, make 
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not But a contract or obligation, Fn 3 W to nes 3 
Cot | 1 even to one individual, thoſe family-ſecrets which a phyſician may 
are WW often know, and ought in general to conceal, is not only null and - 
wer void, but criminal; as being a violation gr renunciation of a moral 
the BW and profeſional duty; and every particular act done in conſe- 
Ver Le quence of it would be puniſhable; ; and the doer of ſuch a wrong 
ex- would be obliged to make reparation to the injured party. Nay, 
hen | if he ſhould eſcape legal puniſhment, becauſe. the injured. party - 
cian would not proſecute, the mere general knowledge that a phyſician 
in had made ſuch a diſgraceful contract, RT ſoon bring upon him 
vb, a + moſt effectual puniſhment, and one which wn ld Lo it dat . his 
ER power. to Fulfil his ſhatheful bargain. - POODLE rug” 
It w 


d no doubt be thought mere uiding TE ninute 


ceived, to violate his profeſſional duties of practiſing phyſic chaſtely 
and honeſtly ;- or to ſet about ſhewing the abſurdity, the nullity, and 
the criminality: of every ſuch contract for chaſtity and honeſty are 
88 810 moral 1 8805 not e e to 15 one eke, 
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by all mankind. An obligation or contract to act as a knave can 


| ſearce be conceived; e e cc e 
ö de enforced by law. |. J)); PHs NWS 1.31170" FELT 


But I muſt beg lone d akin this duty ef rautivn in his prac- 


: ce, as one peculiar to a phyfician ; one very important in Utfelf, 


yet not ſtrictly definable, foraſmuch as it admits of conſiderable la- 
tirude, and even ſome deviation from what is utiderſtoc 'totbe the 
ſtricteſt caution 3 while yer any great, voluntary, unneceſſary, or 


| 5 ſyſtematie violation of it; is [notoriouſly wrong at leaſt; if not cri- 
| anita} Above all, Ithink it deſerves attention, on account of its 


Ariking affinity to one great part of the duty of the managers of an 
| - Hoſpital ; which duty they can'no more renounde or legally violate, 


with reſpect to the fick poor admitted into the hoſpital, chan a 
Thyßcian can by contract diveſt himſelf of his duty of Caution in 
bis practice with reſpect to any one, or all 8 

Er e bra private Practi e 


y de en des pare of « Pct in bis rude, whe en 
(bo meant but area? v, ang Lic bum to any wn eceſſany danger. 

It is not, I truſt; fuppoſed by any perſon of competent know- 
: | Jolie eee 1201 ps Reels, Hong: 2 

tiſed! withour /ome dungen to the ix 
I, is avowed that many operations in ſurgery are inmediare! 
. Gow 7 fe. — Tos race o ye, * 


; * meaſure Ga. The more power re, that 1 dhe g greater 
Fe e eee more dangerous | 
they become when they are improperly uſed ; when ſuch effects as 

Wey produce are either not wanted, or cannot be borne. - The pre- 


_ carious effects of many remedies, ſometimes great, ſometimes ſcarce 
ons ns: in W 
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ably, on many occaſions, to try new rer 
own reflections and reaſonings ſuggeſt to us as proper, and at leaſt 
* to be tried; or which are recommended to us in ſuch caſes 
a by the teſtimony of others, oh whgſe. VEFAcity, and judgment, and. 
: ; nowledge, we can ely 

2 blameable," for this are neceſſary is enim medicind orta\ Jn, 
+ aliorum ſalute, aliurum interitu, pernicigſa diſcernens a ſalutaribus. 

T he more powerful any new con is, the more EIN will. * 
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Jene & different 1 1 N greatly increaſe the danger of the 


bags of phyſic. on 
The great and ungen dange 


The want of ſuch powerful and certs : "ly as ab 4 


every newſpaper, and can be found nowhere elſe; for many painful 


il diſtempers, leads us moſt juſtifiably, and and almoſt inevi- 


Such experiments, in numberleſs caſes, afe 


tion of it are well aſce ba nt ng 7d ov lien 0d 7 
"Pita all theſe icaiſes: es ines et "TY | 
"Miner in the practice of phyſic. From this acknowledged danger 


Alder the lag tant duty of caution. in a Mavic pet or care to 
Nur the dang r as little as poſlible. Oo 


What then; it may rec 


F, ably be aſked, 4s | hs degre or i 
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Nothing can be eaſier . to ph this maxim in 4 F 
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. 1 many diſoales requires indifpen- 
ly threat 67" very dangerous remedies; and of theſe - 
often in very unfavourable Mb Where. we e have amb 


ce of doing good by them. 2 6 611" T | 


dies; which either our 1 
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; nor can I well conceive, 2 
conduct on this nice medical point, but the ſimple and eomprehen- 
* five religious and moral 0th To do * WOW 4 te & would Hat 
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ployed. Whenever this is known to happ' 
majority of mankind, taking them by tale and not by weight, 1 
mean the vulgar, the f ignorant, the envious, the malicious, and the 
- ON, will moi” to . a he ſick 
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him, if he or they were in tlie ſame ſituation” with his patient, is 
not only innocent on his part, 
den duty to do, whether the danger of it be greater or leſs. The 

remedy adviſed by che Phyſician may be a ſevere ank. dangerous 


but right, and what it is his boun- 


chirurgical operation; it may be a violent and precar edicine 
the danger of which had been long k known; or it may S's new, 
and rough, and ſeemingly dangerous piece of practice, of which he 
. -had had no experience, hut which he propoſed to try, on the ben 


5  mengghson | of others, or from ſome uncertain notion of his own 


concerning the nature and cauſe of the diſeaſe, and the means 45 
likely to removet. Vet the remedy, with all its. danger, may be 
the, beſt or only chance, org, what comes to che ſame thing, the only 
chanee known to the Phyſician, "hich the patient, has for 25 life. 
It is equally the duty of the Phyſician, to give him chat ane * 

ther it be 100 to 1, or only 1 in 100 in his favour, 4 


* There may even, in many caſes, be e merit and virtue in | 
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„ho employs a ve) y dangerous reme- 


ah, in order to give h his Ment a.chance for recovery, in a ſituation | 


almoſt or altogether hopeleſs,. foraſmuch as he does it at 
Nen riſk of his own fame and fortune. In ſuch eir- 


cumſtances, it 3s. much more probable that the patient will die 
than that he ſhall recover; and it is always po Able, and often 


very probable, that he ſhall die evidently in conſequence of the 
operation performed, or by the violent effects of the remedy em- 
en, a very reſpectable 
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2 tis heme or epreſeribed g PO a 6 with intention 
to kill the perſon to whom it was given, and this perſon died in 
conſequence of taking it, the Doctor e wank His * oy ets -* 
wilful murder... . q | 

If, without neceſſity, he gave aach 3 . ws 
nn to gratify his on curioſity, or zeal for ſcience, as 
he may chooſe to call it; for example, in order to try the effects 
of new medicines or to aſcertain the comparative advantages and 


diſadvantages of ſome neu modes of practice, either contrived by” 


himſelf, or ſuggeſted by others; he would be guilty of a''very _ 
If Þigh+ miſdemeanour, and a ater 
If tients for wich, I preſume, he micht be ſeverely puniſhed, pe. 
: cially if che latter died, in conſequenee of ſuch a dangerous ex- 
e e ene ple ary arr vn, 
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dee 5 duch a N ah a ther hi Gaſes Haile dis eee 
very near dead; and muſt have died in good earneſt, but for the 
n accident of the Phyſician who was called to his aſſiſtance 
when he was ſpeechleſs; caſti 
on his patient's table, and which contained an account of the ex- 
ne that he had been tryibg : "Thas one of che moſt eminent 
Surgeons, and moſt ingenious men, that this age or country has 
produced, deliberately | inoculated - himſelf, by means of a lancet 
dipped in the proper: matter, with the venereal diſeaſe, and kept 


_ himfelf+ thoroughly tainted with chat loathſome diſtemper for 
ODI Ving 


© * about bras peur, that he might have, fhe ſatisfaction of 
the regular progreis e, e ee va his body: That 


„r . ingenious man of our profeſſion, in order to aſcer- 


Pi for-two; months ar rowry.en;bocadi ind. ftater'y then; fbr dome 
time on roaſt gooſe then on ſuet; chen on ſugar; and at laſt 


3 died upon Theſhire cheeſe. But bundFeds. or r rf of 
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„ eee I preſume, no reaſanable object 1 


N thoſe Who make them chooſe, to go out eee world 


1 way, 1 doubt whether d body has a right, and ſunely no 
body can have any 1 tion, to top them. But it is not quite 
1 - fo. clear c me That en bre ang; right: CUP es 28 0 
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ty; to try fimilar experiments on the bodies of 

ith, but it cannot be denied. 

All I can fſay for che honour of my profeſſional brethrem is, 
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by tiated the tranſaction, made the contre 


a _ They were all equally .44 


ven when they, took the 


Privilege of attending in the H 


1 den bad oaks ju Sig: diſpoſe; of it for, ever, 


wing an | Wille, nal” : 
+ mn expreſs condition ſtipulated even in a formal contract, that the corpo- 
4 ration mould elect him their repreſentative, under a heavy penalty 
in caſe. of failure; and if che corporation ſhould elect him accord- "38 


him and his borough, or even complete evidence chat ſuch a ber- 1 

gain had been made between them, came into the hands of his ad- 
Gary's counſel before a committee of the Houſe of Commons. 

yer muſt be a very ſtupid fellow, not worth the va- 

could not find bribe enonghßLè 

Nag che wires to vitiate the e D 8 "ION = 


df hho L. 500 yen by the Surgeons to agen, oat a cor- 


rided. oy Amaller ſums by the donors, and by them diſtributed 
ividually for their own private uſe and 1 
. profit. * would have been complete and arrant bribery of the com- 

| kind; ſuch bribery, I conceive, as never could have been 
re- crown. and ſach as, if it had eyer come to light, would: have vi- i 4 
& null, and ſubjefted to 
ar puniſhment, at leaſt to cenſure and diſmiſſal, from the office i. 9 
nager, all who had taken the Ones: or been bribed. , e N 1 
lame. ſum of money on Wt: een ene bo 
che I dition; though they took it for che profit. af che Halpital; un- 
"Os leſs it can be eſtabliſhe d, that irh was a 800 aud. open lt of the, | 


nagers had th Pont and the 8 70 ell chat privilege, we” 15 1 
2s hoes] 7 | 3% or, the patients. $4 4 . FIG ar! 2 al 8 4 


reſtraint | 8 ene whay Was: good or el. 


of Edinburgh, truſtees for the « 
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5 3 my 1 a 
let it br . or vn of nineteen. 7 rs e any OY chat 
n be agreed on. 5 


They muſt have bad a wales to n 2 i. in che ir 
to be ſold: or let to the higheſt bidder ; juſt as the Magiſtrates 
amon good of the city, adver- 

tiſe to ſell or let, for a certain term, the dung of the ſtreets. 
They muſt have had a right (if they were in law and fact 
entitled to diſregard the good of the patients, and to do what 
was not beft for them) to declare in their advertiſement that their 
chief wehen was ee ger money der de roa and that chey 
ſhould not require the attendance in it to be conducted in the 
manner moſt favourable to the Wann but ſhould allow it to be 
done in the way moſt agreeable to the purchaſers or leſſees; 
and to have uſed this as an argument to get a greater price for che 
commodity which they brought to market, e higher bent for 
5 | that part of their eſtate which they wiſhed to let. „„ 
I do not betiere that oaf preieceſots hr this truſt erer thongde, 
any more than erz e e el er rc have, ſuck abomi- 


| SHE to our cauſe in general, as en b Aue 
in particular, that theſe things be ſtated, fairly, and of courſe 
; ee ee A ny ey; but 1 have no 
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poor in 2 general, betrayed them into that error. Like the raſnm 
18 oath of Uncle Toby, in behalf of the dying Le Fevre, it was a ſin of 
FR which no man could be aſhamed, and of which few would have 
. virtue enough to be guilty. We may truſt that it ſhared the fate 


of his oath ; that © the informing Angel bluſhed as he gave it in; 
a Yo og eee, 26s 
lat neee x. ag 2 


ey d Hoſpiral, but by ce Henting 
the geons required. Their error and their wrong, the inen of 


be i Which haue been ſo ſeverely felt for ſixty years, conſiſted in this, 


che 


FR } S&T 


. e e Pale E. 
phe, | KONs,. Though they knew that it was an evil, as appears by their 
Ali Fee conduct in the ſelection and permanent appointment of 
ſurgeons, and by their conduct at that very time, and af - 

121 ee ee reſpect to the Phyſicians, they did not know how” 
bent great an evil they were doing. They could not foreſee that the 
ure — . inkreels 26 Wigs - 
0 N en ald (they ever ſuppoſe that. four fits dt the ſenior 
we of 5 (ae ofthe patios i ir der juin wee in cis | 
trait, whatever praiſe. we. -may ine ak PLANE FORE. OH 
ae re e n Necks oy thy ee 
who needed che care of Surgeons in this Infirmary, has been for. 
years, and is at preſent, nod ale hos AC. 
i e 
ſame 
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| which; by making us attend to it care all 
view and conſider it in its various relations, appear to me fafficient 
to bfabliiby as w ſelfrevident truth, the greuter propoſition of our fyllo- 
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3 Hure 1 am, that if the preſent Apis Ry « Surgeans wer 
once reduced, or given up, as I truſt it ſoon will be 5 and if the 


Managers, Knowing what they now do, were for 10,000" guineas 
to make ſuek another contract with them, or Wich elle Phyſicians ; 
thoſe 10,00 pieces of gold would” be 2s arrant a BRIBR as tlie 
thirty pieces of ſilver given to Juda, eariot for betraying his 
Maſter. And if any of our number, knowing what we all do of 
_ -the evil thar muſt neceſſarily reſult from it, mould put their | 


names to ſfuch a contract, they would be perfectly entitled to go 


Jaway; and do as Fudas did; when his conſcience ſmoté him for 


"the! evil which: he had committed. 93.0 300 0 ib. O74 19010 f 3803 
Can tee then be guiltleſs,/ if we knowi 


Suech are che illubrations, for, ſtrictly ſpeaking; tiey are not Proofs, 


-giſm;/:orithe ate in our cafe: (as ſtated page 124, and 129, 130). 


8 have fucceeded in ſhewing that chere is a certain duty on the | 
port of the Managers'of' the Infirmary tow 


and in v explaining: the nature 3 and 3 ve that auty ; 


1 1 _— and oe years: of 


ness to. pad an ee have ce 


ececives a even boy bereite, Thave wide ook ay point. 
If chere be ſuch a;duty as I have ſtared; eee 
Ih implying the violation or neglect of it muſt of courſe be reduced, 
2 dot only null and did, but in n W 
. dhe * r 5 N 


th and willingly lo | 
85 N cruel evil to continue, which to do would be ſo great à wrotiy ? 
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viduals more. ſtrict and captious than candid 1 in their rea- 


r complete logical proof of our greater propoſition | ſhall be 
W e h it may be . For, chough in general, and i in all fair 
| . it is often difficult, it is not . 0 
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We all have dn taught, and s . 3 15 Pe 
lieved;i:that laws, from the ten commandments down to our own 
times are made and executed to enforce our various n er 
to ſanction or compel the violation of any. of them. 
& mer body furely can believe that any perſon can 9 voluntar 
ex nerd motu, or by contract for a valuable conſideration. received, 
effectually and legally renounce or violate his duty as a Chriſtian; a 
ſubject; a ſoldier, a huſband, a father, or a ſon; for this reaſon, 

2 eres eo dp 18 the duty of one party 18 che 5 


7 


in the courſe. of j0dicdsl 8 or TS: PR sette of 


lag many y caſes, andin, ours 5 1 vl . may 
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done, by what. 3 18 called in logic a deduction to an abſurdity ; and what 


is well known. i in legal arguments of the OE 


phraſe, Putting. a caſe. 
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the direct contrary of what we wiſh to. prove, and from that, and. i 


forme arbitrary ſappoſition,, or imaginary caſe ſtated, as the K. pro- 5 ot 
poſition of the ſyllogiſm, deducing a fair concluſion, which mut 
te, c Frief? the fr, or AN e be true; 9 5 yet is fo, 1 
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ad as the greater propoſition of a ſyllogum,. 
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- That a formal contract between the Managers of the Infir 
« and the Surgeons, with reſpect to their mode of attendance i in it, 
though bas for the patients, cannot be reduced; I ſhall firſt 
tate the caſe, that the Surgeons, profeſſing great care and anxiety 
. for the ſafety and good management of the patients, had made a 
2285 contract with the Managers of this tenour; that no member of 
| ROT College 4 ſhould be allowed | to attend 3 in the Hoſpital b _ ſuch 
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Killers it, or meet Las any credit, . in ſcilnice; or in a burt 
of Juſtice, if he ſhould pretend to believe it. This is held to be 


complete proof that the aſſumed principle is falſe, and that the di- 


rect contrary of it is true; for it is eſtabliſhed in logic, and admit- 
ted in law, {becauſe it cannot be denied), that every propoſition 


"a be either true or falſe ; and conſequently, that Ou - {0g 


ee, to one that is falſe, muſt be trur. 88 


eee of the illuftrations which I have given in prof . our greater 


n, approach very near to ſurh 


_ From Tn contradictory propoſition. But 1 ſhall now give ſome 
more ſtrict deductions from it to abſurdities more groſs and pal- 


pPable, and withal of ſuch a kind that they may well ſerve another 


and a very important purpoſe; namely, to ſhew that the badneſs of 


a particular mode of attendance of the ſurgeons in an hoſpital may 
be perfectly known, and proved by competent teſtimony,” if this 
mall be required, without any occaſion for the indelicate, Miberal, 
_ and. cruel procedure of ſerutinizing the real and comp as = 1 
nie 2 demerits of any individuals of their W 
"4 Aſſuming then as the principle to be diſproved by a deduction t 
an abſurdity, in order to prove the one directly contradi@ory i to it, 
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2 e for thirteen. years. Very laugble oſtenſible Nenn {ch 
© have been aſſigned for ſuch a limitation ; the vaſt advantage of 
| prudence, and cool judgment, and long experience, and the great 
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ations, = had E W 0e of che College of ngen at 1 
ee ee eee eee, eee 
more, they might have had a very fübſtantial, though not juſt an 
oſtenſible reaſon for choofing to make ſuch à bargain, and even 
giving a good round ſum in conſideration e N ce 
and mode of attendance limitett in that manner 

Let common foe, without the aid of experience, a + lk 


eaten emqquire into. particulars reſpecting the-praQtice, tile 


ee ee e the degree of eye-fight, of the fue- 
dividuals, of thoſe veteran furgeons, could pronoutice witly | 


it was very bad for che patients; that thoſe venerable" Grey Beards; 
though probably many or all of them might be excellent confate- 


ing ſurgeons, were: very unfit, by teafon of their dim eyes and 


e e e e OO e 
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8 a fenſe, without the dd of ex Fc 


nute ſerutiny or meh de to particular misfortunes, | or ſeeming | 


Want of {kill and dexterity i in ſome of thoſe, very young practi- 
tioners, could determine at once, hat che ſyſtem ( rhether good or 


bad for the College of Surgeons, or for the public at large) Was 


very bad for Te prey e to chem, Was 1 and 
abſurd. 4 21 ON 1 153 115 OA wv TIT 1 0 U 1 10411 l . 


Next, I ſhall tate. ME eil ſtronger, and one that, if 1 
degrees of abſurdity, would be more abſurd than either of the for- 
mer and yet, on the aſſumed principle of che indefeaſible. validity 


of a formal contract between tlie Managers and the Surgeons, made | 


without regard to the good of che e t ſtand: good oral 
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65K: ſhall muppets that: it Was: Ripulated i in 5 Sac 
ration of the money paid down, and other valuable conſiderations, 


chat the four or the ten 200. (in. the ſenſe already fully explained) 
of che College of Surgeons hould always be the attending and ope- 
rating Surgeons in the Infirmary.- The deficiencies or demeri 


vhich were to conſtitute their qualifications: for ſo important an. 
| office might be aſcertained by ballot in their own Ges: l 


a manner a8 to them might appear faireſt and beſt. n 
omi n way of ff ak 1g on ſuch a point a8 his: 
chat every member of ſuch a College is legally, and ſufficiently, and 


cqually nalifie to practiſe, and has an equal That dec. 


AN e r h. „ eee 
to us all. „„ 


belt . 4400 e F 1 955 0 
| - of theRoyalCollege of Phyſicians, and with all Lawyers at the Bar. 


All of theſe are counſel learned in the law.: but it is a prevailing opi- 


nion that ſome of them are more learned than others. And many 
to fancy that there ma be a counter 
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= - Phyficians, LA Kc think ſo of one ace and I hope l 
8 | ob without offence ſuppoſe that lawyers and ſurgeons: do ſo too. 
* If a lawyer had an important and nice cauſe of his own in court, I 
Tr preſume he would make ſome ſelection among his profeſſional bre - 

thren, to whom he entruſted the conduct and the arguing of it. 
And if all the Surgeons of Edinburgh had occaſion—not 70 cut, 
which is a trifle, - but to be cut for the ſtone, which is a very ſerious 
matter, I have no doubt but they would all like to make ſome kind 
of choice or ſelection of their operator. They all Know well the 
nicety and danger of tlie operation in many reſpects: for example, 
that, in thruſting in a curious kind of knife like a pointed ſcoop 
with a very ſharp cutting edge, if the operator miſſes the proper di- 
rection by half a quarter of an inch, inſtead of making an opening 
into the bladder, through which the ftone may be extracted, he 
will perforate the neareſt bowel, thereby inflicting a mortal wound. 
They all know that this misfortune has often happened in unſkilfuk 
hands: and to make the danger of that accident. and of ſeveral 
others to be feared in the performing of the operat ion, AS; little, and 
the probability of complete ſucceſs '3 in it as great „ they 
all would chooſe, each for himſeif, as his operator, that one of 
their profeſſional brethren whom each individually thought che 
moſt {kilful-and beſt. It is poſſible that all the votes of the molt | 
competent, and in the caſe ſtated the moſt candid judges, might not 
de united in fayour of one or even uo of their own number. But 
it is certain that the votes would not be equally divided among 
Iden all. Four or perhaps ten of them might have a great num- 
tes ber of votes, in proportion to the number of voters: Theſe four or 
ar. en we ſhall call . the eſtimation of their own; profeſſianal 
Pi- brethren.  Fifteen,' or twenty or five and twenty perhaps, might. | 
ny ive each a few votes: theſe ye ſhall call the midaling. Four 
Be perhaps ten of the. whole number might probably have very ce 
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No, on the principle aſſumed in order to be refuted, a formal 
contract made with the Surgeons, that the og of their number 
ſhould be Surgeons to the Infirmary, in conſideration 12 ey 


h and received, muſt ſtand good for ever. 


This undeniable inference from the principle in Aion ap- 
pears ta me not only abſurd, but atrocious: juſt as much as it would 


be to eſtabliſh a contract between the Managers of the Infirmary and 


the Bakers and Butchers of chis City, in which the Managers (for 
value received) engaged to accept for the ufe of the Hoſpital, bread 


and meat of ſuch inferior quality, ſo bad in compariſon of what 
they might have got from ſome of their number, as to imply ſome 


ad _ to the health. or r lives of the Papenits _ were 


to eat it. 


Bis if an chte inferences with 8 . validity of the three 


7 contracts ſtated, be abfurd ; and if ſuch contracts be not merely 
abſurd or fooliſh, but criminal and atrocious, what wards ſhall 
we find to do juftice to the abſurdity and demerit of a real formal 
contract, that happily unites, and makes one, What Was 200. 
in all the three, which when ſtated ſeparately repens! > abſurd 
and atrocious to deferve a moment's: conſideration ? | ade 


Tet this is che fact with reſpect to the contract actually. fabfiſting 


between the Managers and the Surgeons. To-this I alluded, wut 
- ty, in page 18, 19. of this Memorial, when I ſaid, that human ge- 

mus, if it had been fo CT; 1 8 1 on rape could not 
dave contrived a worſe." - 


By it, the oldeſt and the 1 8 in Edinburgh, the 


beſt, the middling, and the worſt, are equally entitled to attend 
by rotation in the Infirmary. None of them are obliged to attend: 


and many who, from their high profeſſional character, and great 


employment in private practice, muſt be . e as of con: as 3 
ER ik not the very beſt, in Edinburgh, do not attend. 

But even ifall of theſe; were compelled to attend i 
„ i . c 15 Hoſpital, i 


| rotation. in ts 
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| Hoſpital, it t would not mend the matter much. a is evident that 
on ſuch a ſuppoſition the beſt Surgeons in Edinburgh would ſome- 
times practiſe in the Infirmary. So much the better for the pa- 


tients who chanced to be in it during the time of their attendance. 
But what better would the other patients be for that ? 


The Royal Infirmary, as a corporation, is immortal; and may 
be ſaid to be benefited by the attendance of the beſt. e's in 


rotation, with the middling, and the worſt. 


But the individual patients admitted into it are all . i 


mortal indeed, that none of them have more than one life ; and 
very few of them have any limbs to ſpare. Now, if any of them 


ſhould chance to loſe that one life, or one of thoſe limbs which he 


could ill ſpare, by the unſkilfulneſs of the attending Surgeon, 


which probably might not have happened in the hands of one more 
ſkilful, it would be no compenſation, and, I ſhould think, very 
little comfort, to him and his family, to be aſſured, chat, two- or 


three years before, a very ſkilful Surgeon had been attending in 


the Infirmary for two months; and that another Surgeon, no leſs . 
ſkilful, would attend in it for as long a time, in a twelvemonth'or 
ſamething leſs; ſo that if the poor man had had the good luck to 

get his ſkull fractured, or his arm diſlocated, two or - three years 
ſooner, or had poſtponed the breaking of his leg for but one Pon 


all would have been very well with him. 


But even the appointment of the oldeſt, ha, „ or hn : 
worſt Surgeons to attend in the Infirmary, abſurd and cruel as it 
"muſt be thought, would not be ſo bad as the preſent ſyſtem. of 
rotation. Any of them permanently appointed, however. young, 
would in a few years grow older, and acquire much additional 
knowledge, and practical ſkill, and manual dexterity; any of them, 
however bad at firſt, (ſetting aſide all ſuppoſition of great and irre- 
mediable defects, which are here out of the queſtion), would in aa 
few n, grow berter 3 perhaps even very good: And even the 
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oldeſt of them, who could, not; improve by further aractice; might 
yet do good ſervice in the Hoſpital, by the application of their 
long experience, and cool judgment, and great profeſlional- {kill ; 
and though they could not in general be ſuppoſed: good operators, 
or capable of again becoming ſuch, they might inſtruct and train 
to that and to every part of the Hoſpital- duty, a certain number 
of younger Surgeons, whom they might and certainly would be al- 
lowed to have as aſſiſtants. This is done in che e Londan Hoſ- 
pile and ought to be done every where. 0 
But the deplorable ſyſtem of rotation N inch theſe 3 
N ces of advantage from the .2worf} poſſible choice of attending Sur- 
geons, and aggravates all the evils neceſſarily reſulting from a bad 
election of them, or no ſelection at all; and in return gives no 
benefit, or chance of benefit, to the Hoſpital, but the tranfieut and 
caſual attendance of a few. N beſt Surgec ms, lee ee 
moſt or all of the reſt. „ 
If it were neceſſary, 8 e e ee to 1 
. more of the ab/urditics neceſſarily reſulting from the propoſition, 
that a formal contract between che Managers and the Surgeons, 
| for money paid the former by the latter, is indefeafable, I ſhould _ 
ſtate che caſe of ſuch a contract made on the expreſs condition, 
duat all che Surgeons of Edinburgh ſhonld attend in the Infirmary 
buy rotation, for one day, or two duyt, or ane aveek, or ta g, at a 
1 time. I need go no farther in ſtating imaginary periods of attend- 
| ance; for within my own memor) » the regular time of a Surgeon's 
_ attendance by rotation was only ane month. The evil of + e 
ſeverely felt: and an ab/urd remedy was 1 changing t 
time of attendance from one to #200 months. LR Ot Pu: 
This was . facto doing two things, both 88 With 
my purpoſe in this argument: Firft, Acknowledging the great evil 
of che ſyſtem of rotation. - Secondly, Avowedly applying an in- 
| adde gude en to that OO. MAIN very bad for the pa- 
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be four ears. 33443 


_ tending a es ng. chan 
Raw us rn 


60 
tients, in many EPI to n. the Surgeon in attendatice entity 


month, it muſt alſo be very bad (though in ſome reſpeQs nor quite 


ſo bad, or rather not ſo. bad for /% many of them) to change him 
once in two months; for it pal as bad for ſuch of mw as are 
in the Hoſpital when the change Irs f 

But wich reſpect khan important object, Un mean W111 | 
WW and more generally important to the Hoſpital, and the ſick poor, 
and the public at large, for nothing can be more important than 


health, and life, and limbs to the individuals who ſuffer), the ſup- 
poſed imp 


ovement of every Surgeon by lis attendance in the In- 
fir mary; the change made af che time of attendance from one 0 | 


two months was completely abſurd... There ſeems even to eb 


an egregious overſight: in point of arithmetic 3 eee 
Neither party ſeems to have attended to the Abies TY W 

niahle mathematical truth, That Juſtin Proportion as they lengthen. 

the. time of each individual's. attendance by rotation, they muſt 


lengthen che ĩmerval which.js to'claple before he care ene 


in his turn. 101 Wie 50 1 Ya! Tis it 171. 11:3 44. Ag role A 4 
The number of the. ee e e Royal College of Sar 
gens. 18 between forty and fifty. 87 IRE. y» 4115 'S , 75 das 


- Suppoſing only five and twenty of Krane their dun of Hoſs: 
pital-duty; if the time of attendance be one month, the interval 


before the fame perſon « can atten L again muſt be juſt two years. 
we dan b. ora mand, {a ir i 6 prfenr) the interval a, 
1 86174 111 47406 Bit: 7 4 15 a 
Lengthen the . attendance 5 e and the interval 
muſt. he twelye years. Kii Te 1 10 n e 4 
Make the tire of attendance one year, and ihe be, 
twentyefaus: cars; ſo ad to allo each individual about an equal 
chance of attending twice in his life and ſcarce any chance of at- 
e ee 1 
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Which I preſume ak maorrelt i ef fuck h n Gti Gndle 
aà young man even of good talents and education to make any con- 


fiderable improvement in profeſſional ſkill, and manual dexterity 


as an operator, he could not attend again in his turn for eight and 


forty pearr; when he muſt be ſome where between ſeventy and 
eighty years of age, and moſt probably will neither have the incli- 


nation to 3 nor the power to ie wy an ardipus uk 
a ſecond ti U %% 0 £00k £ 5111 15 K 1411. 


If che . 65 ende beta very e eh days, or 


* or even months, a ſurgeon can ſcares i improve by what he 15 


| ſees or what he does. If they be made ſo long as to allow him to 


make ſome conſiderable improvement, he and his improvement 


muſt be for ever loſt to the Hoſpital. There cannot in cht cafe be 
even a rotation of attending 8 ur eon belt) middling, a 8 


but chere muſt be a perpetual ſucceſſion of che yoingeft and g oe 
g their talents and education as good 
as thoſe of their elder brethren, muſt be the leg fit, or n e for 


 rienced Surgeons, who, ſuppoſing 


| the impartaiit and difficult duty of an höolpital. 1. 


Seriouſly, and without exaggeration, it may with e be id, 
chat the ſyſtem of the Surgeons attending by. een is 5 ning | 


and abſurdly bad, that it:cannat even be mended. 


If any perſon think it worth his while to a e 


ment which, on the moſt favourable ſuppoſition, four and twenty 


Surgeons would acquire by attending in the Infirmary by rotation 


for four and twenty years, perhaps as long a period as we can rea- 
ſonably expect men to go on improving, whether the tim 
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nes of 
their attendance, arid conſequently the intervals of their nom at- [ 
tendance, be longer or Hhorter ; and as a kind of ſtandard Where a 
1 3 mars eine oa e to take nt: cola ur geon per- 
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2 improvement in the Hoſpital, would ty at the end of 3 
years, twelve months : juſt the ſame as a furgeon/ attending . 
manently would have at che end of his firſt year's attendance.” 


0 88 


But as even chat ſum of improvement is acquired gradually 45 
equally, by the twenty-four attending by rotation, in twenty-four 
years, we muſt take, as the average for them all, the half of that W 
as denoting what, one with another, they had get at the pe- 


riod of that precious time of improvement; chat is, at the end of 
twelve years: before whic 
in the ſame proportion, they all had more improvement The 
average improvement then of the twenty-four, during their twenty- 
four years of improvement, would be juſt equal to che 1 | 
ment of one attending permanently at the end of fix months 
Let all this will be true onlyon the ſuppoſition, certainly not tens, ff 


period they all had eſs, and after it, 


bu ber admitted becauſe it is mo 


t'/avourable' to the 


ty-four 5 


attending in rotation, and moſt unfavourable to my argument; E 
mean, that the probabilit 
ance in an hoſpital i 18 directly as the whole time of his attendance * hy 4 

without regard to its being by ſhort periods at once with Ton 1 
tervals, or altogether continued for a time equal to the ſum of 


y of a Surgeon's' improvement by ardend- 


thoſe periods, without any interruption at alk. Bur 1 believe the 
direct contrary of this fappoſition i is the truth: that yy little 
improvement is made in a ſhort period of attendance; and 2 DES. 
part of chat little i is loſt in the long interval of non- attendanc 


Such, independently of all thoughts of duty to — and 


all: :confiderations of the wrong done to e 1 ie "ORE 
equality, of {kill which the ſyſtern of attending 
Le nk clay: the greens of 


| uentl) ede a vo th dee, 
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| Gif and others with any more eee 2 andy nee 
from the principle aſſumed in order to be diſproved by them, to 
pPropoſe to thoſe who contend: for the indefeaſible validity of a con- 
| tract between the Managers of the Hoſpital and che Surgeons with 
| reſpect to their mode of attendance in it, even though bad for the 
patients; to ſtate any caſe or ſuppoſeable contract between thoſe 
parties, notorionſiy bad for che patients, which would vet be abſurd 
| in itfelf, unjuſt and eruel to the patients, and conſeq ently: ſuch as 
ought to be reduced, and ſuch as it would be in fome meaſure cr. 

| en 9:99 ang ropofabl. by law to enforc. 
I chonld by no means require of chem to tate the eee 
Se een. bad as the real one ; for it is impoſſible to contrive 
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or ſuppoſe one nearly ſo bad nor ſhould I by any means require 
that it be like the real one, int uitively and eee bad, from 
che nature of things; nor even chat, by both 


making it, it was in ſome meaſure known to: be b bad - by alen pa- a 
"tients, [o as to imply ſome degree of mals der and guilt in thoſe NN © 


=. who made it—T\ſhall be content if they will only ſtate the caſe of 
3 uppoſed contract at firſt believed x6 be really. good for the pa- 
5 tients, but which, after araple ex etience, not of ſixty or even thirty 
Fears, but of wen of: e yours; was found experimentally very 
bil #24 for che patients, and can be proved 0 bet en Nec 
þ | - ae neftimony. e 1 hors 4 1 * ee iT; 
I. neither my abſurd inferences-fron Metis can 
1 be refuted or ſhe wn not to follow, from it, nor any caſe, or ſuppo- 
L || ſed contract very bad for the Patienth, can be ſtated, which it would 
nat be abſurd atleaſt, if not criminal to enforce; ſurely chat prin- 
ciple of the indefeaſible validity: of ſuch a contract, though | * 
for value received ng be falſe. e paging | 10 of i 
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{page 100 and this full, prov of it concludes: our thr; che 
l:ſs; propoſition: (if this ou 1 is to be proved by the 
| moſt ample teſtimony. concluſion 
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. IOUGH our dic, aud, as 1 truſt, 3 W 18 
5 reh finiſhed ; yet, for the ſatisfaction of thoſe who may find it dif- 
R cult at 1 50 to attend fully to the intereft and rigbts of the patients 


in che Hoſpital, whom, I regard as a third party, molt cruellyß 
N wronged by our contrach, I ſhall ſtate the parallel; caſe of ſuch a 
contract made between. two reſpectable Corporations, where there 
of cher 60 Wird party, or none who. has any: intereſt or rights 
uch can be violated. by the moſt rigorous execution, or che leg! 
”h enforcement c er ara. Y 8 5 od 4 1 23 Ny 2 ud gy A. a 
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du, «? in 8848 — WTO an e ene Ph tanners. 32 


urgh,” ben heck, by die br, of Calli as much importance | 
the pablic as preſerving ane equality amongſt. the Surgeons), and 


* for other weighty reaſons, them thereto; Fpecially moving, the tan, 
i ners paid the butchers; L. 500 dom; in return for which the 
I bocchers ſtipulated, and bound themſelves under a heavy penalty, / 


po belides performance of the condition, that all the tan rs in Edin- 
ua Nburgh, or all of them, ho choſe, by rotation, for tub months at a 
$ ime, ſhould; have the hides, of all. che bullocks admitted into the 
| hambles, and ſlaughtered there, at a certain Price, either fixed-1 in 
en nine in a. ſettled. proportion according 
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ners, or the: tanners of the butchers, in khis bargain + fon example, 
chat the butchers found that. they could get more money for the 


we a ee Beaſts. romy.[thuee; or four of che 
bringing them to open market. Art 
In this caſe, I can conceive no Ae in la 0 or . on.which 
Fun burchers could claim to have their e with my tanners re- 
85 k. e ah /enereamnils einfacien, Si argai 40 . | 
dcdommodity; which whether more or Jeſs: 1 
eee as: other of che parties who made it, no way trenched 
Ache intereſt or the rights of any third party. Nn 
e Ai an ws the moment ue he is admitted de be TROY x 


„ or by 


mil As ao 


Phe could Gee; Tele 

ve himſelf the troub Neither he,-nor the ableſt coun- 
5] that he could employ, though theſe * courſe would kave an 
1 | e-ſubjeR; could ſay any thing to * 
| Fans, oe mor aun ny rigs" 0 even 1 "Om of h 6, 
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wt pans ee eee is a wrong to the poor man; ſuch 
My a wrong ie e Ces LB epar, ie dene ene 
by 9 nn i * c hat 1 

>» compare: ink vial Dajan to the imaginary bargain. 
ph between the butchers and tanners, in order to ſhow any ſimilarity 
It between them, or to contend, that what would be law and 8 x 
in the latter caſe muſt equally be fo in the former. 

wy Ie compare them, purely in order to ſhow the contraſt. hank 


them, their total diſſimilarity, their infinite difference, and the con- 
OP" If fquent abſurdity and atrocity. of ſuppoſing he: ans firs ev of. 
law or equity to be applied to both. 

* Ido not offer ſuch ne ee nature, as. Abr 
Jag oor. man admitted into the Hoſpital on che ſame footing as n 


3 ox taken into the ſhambles. Wo be to him, whether Manager, or 
ww Phyſician, or TT. or n e a; mene e W not er. 
·˙ͤ;ͥu: tg Ald 
on Nor do 1 mean to gire eng 3 to nah gn, — compa- ; 
e ring. them. to Butchers, or to offer/any indignity to the Surgeons, 
. by comparing chem to Tanners. I wiſh to make them all attend to 
= what they furely all muſt know, but what they ſeem on ſome oc- 
lun Lions to have overlooked, the ſuperior nature and dignity of their 


b er wut and their profeſſion ; and the peculiar |cineumſtance which | 


il: | importance, and; its tiue dignit „„ 
a q „The butcher and che tanmer owe no duty, profeſs no charity or 5 
"0" Wan to che ox, of whoſe carcaſe and fin eee een 
"90 the, utmoſt profit hich they: fairly can. nen 
tac Bat 80 the Bek Poor, che Manager, che eee e 


cons. of am. hofſpiral, -profeſs. the greateſt charity and benevolence. | 
| Hoſpital: is opened to receive chem, and Phy: 

aas miniſter 7 them, for their good. Hence ariſes a matt dll 
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duty, from Aten e ee of the 7 WO attend 


ants deviate without neceſſity, on any pretence whatever, they in- 
eur a degree of guilt by their breach of truſt, and degrade them- 
ſelves in public eſtimation, far below the rank of butchers. and 
tanners, who are uſeful, and, While they faithfully do the duties 
thei ere ſtations, are ae cn of 27200008 
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ied n ſuch clauſe as that one li- 
miting our powers as managers to © ſuch things conſiſtent with 


= "the laws of the realm, as may op: condiice dag tharitable end 


urpoſe above mentioned.“ oh ond. 1 - 
But it happens, moſt forrunately, 7 our i 1 quity, and 
our right in ſtriet law, far from b ing in any degree inconſiſtent, 
_ coincide. moſt perfectly, Each of chem, taken by itfelf, is fo 
ftrong,” that on it ſingly I believe we might confidently have re- 
lied: the two taken together, I Thould think ſo nearly irreſiſtible, 
as to take away all probability, da certainly e r, 


I know that ſome individuals "OY EDI Ig A Rt, 


3} with reſpect to the deciſions of courts of juſtice. They have per- 


ſuaded themſelyes that every pofible fuit at law is but a kind of 
throw of the dice, affording nearly an equal chance to each party; 
and which conſequently each party has an equal right and an equal 


inter to try. I have even heard mention made of a rubber game, 


E ns had been 
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nent uten on e no 
doubt that we might fafely reſt our cauſe; if © our charter had con- 
tained no ſuch elauſe as that one relating to che ſick poor in the 


| Infirmary being taken care of by ſome of the moſt ſkilful Chi- 
| 0. rurgeons; or if it had con 


"Se bb + hs eos © 


3 ei Wn 
Wbhence ſo damnable a hereſy can have proceeded I know not: 


. I do not care either to hazard any conjectures about . cauſe 
| of it, or to ſet about confuting ſuch heretics. | 


If thoſe we have to deal with are tainted with this kiwi | 
muſt expect them to act eee ; "WE. we en e ſo 925 
che more trouble with them. 

10 If they think they can perſuade a court of ef juſtice, 

1 That our charter is mere waſte paper 3 © 


2. That the clauſe 1 in it relating to the reer fn e 


| We taken care of by ſome of the moſt ſkilful CO,” OG 
be cancelled or ſet aide en che e . e 


fg | That the moſt lil means both the moſt and — 
and in particular means the youngeſt and moſt We n e Wt 
3 TIES ; 
— imitin bur pe 
to things that may bet conduce to the charitable end and purpoſe of 
the inſtitution, does bona fide give us the power of doing things, 
and eſpecially of making a p a contract with the Surgeons, 


b and e inconſiſtent with that mn end ang 


eee wt 1 
ary „bat by no means guardians of the health and lives 
of the. fick poor admitted into it, nor conſequently obliged, either 


in law, or CCC ˙²˙ a 


beft for them ; 18 175 
7. That a 8 acquires, no_improw ement by, praiſing in, FRY al 
great Hoſpital eyen for many year e e, 


Re That the fick poor may V 


| Surgeons, and chiefly by the youngeſt and. moſt n of 


| 


— om 
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Sand be by a few of the moſt Gaal and 
permanently i in the Hoſpital for many years; 
9 That che ſick poor W Infirmar bare no aeg and n 
That in che eye of the law, a poor L 
{EY into the Infirmary, with reſpect tw. health, and life, and 
limb, is no more than an ox e 0 e or 
the hide of an ox when thrown into a tan. pit; NN 


9 watts Gs 


ao kT 5 pL dagen to N has i may be well worth 
their while to conſider maturely, whether; * by conhſtent WI 
Auty, their honour, and their real int i Ying or even by 
ee ſuch a 1 to Sutra che general ſentiments of man- 
eee ae keen aſe, 
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| approve the general tenor n 5 of this Memorial, have ex- 
Preſſed to me their earneſt wiſh that 1 ſhould" ſtate particul 

What! conceive would be the Proper mode K appointment and 
attendance of the Surgeons in the Hofpital This T have no feruple 


| 1 20 do, in compliance with their requeſt; though I ara" ſenſible chat 


to many perſons it will feem premature in the pre 
e 1 9 it Hemel more n AE £0 Ar 
bj hs? e mete Luggettion dr. Hint, on 
Which others are to decide, after obtaining every Pofflble infor ma- 
tion 3 to Oe wa NAN Ns or erro- 
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a poſſibil iy of det ſtate the following partic 
n needful; if not all that tar ce bor rug ct ns in 
ee dar 211 Faun ien VV 


deous as my hints may be thought, they may yet be uſeful, by cal- 
ling the attention of others to an important ſubje&, who will per- 
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to N and correct, the dclitenties and 
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1 errors ieiefimy plan. 15 


les fully explai | 
„ we may with il and confidence, and with ſcarce 
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1. That chere be à num 
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2. That theſe ae 5 as  bighty qualified's 25 poli. 
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Now, all thoſe things, . L am confident, may be obtained: none 
of them perhaps without ſome difficulties"; but I can ſee no difi- 


culties in any of them which ey not be ſurmounted Ws Sole 


1 | 


In the firſt place, J muſt not attempt to . BY het pertna- 


nent appointment of a few ordinary Surgeons neceſſarily implies 
ſome additional annual expence to the Hoſpital. , Such Surgeons 
| muſt be paid for their attendance, and for their great and perſeve- 
ring labours in the Hoſpital-duty ; which duty many a young Sur- 
geon would gladly diſcharge without fee or vard for a few 
months in his life, either as a good piece of EC N CG; tion And inſtruc. 
Lon to himſelf, e feather bil ap. 5 22 845 6 


& as I ſugg eſt; me —ꝗ— hear. « nou ugh al char from * 


on of economy. wa be difreg arded ; 


OY know V its expen pe war g n ech have & ch: nu | 
. its income, that it has been neceſſary more en, ro Ghlicir ex- 


bega _ br. e bee th 


mech ebe Kdindug „ and 
at preſent tha e « | 


ben due 1 hope i > increaſing doo, a8 it WIN COV nultitude 
af heir. ſins. 8 0 best: rut ig K 50. i DENY 


Pity then ni haſte 0 A 2999; ea who 
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appointed permanently to do the Hoſpital· duty, in order to get rid 


ment which led to that eſtabliſhment of the Phyſicians, and ſe- 
veral mare, as already. explained, are gh e in their Kult force | 


| ſhould be paid for theirs, or the 


would be paid for the ſame profeſſional e in private. And I 


ever the Hoſpital can rd, 1 I think it wad be 8 br it to give 


* 181 1 ol Ee: . YT: l | 


170 thet 1 * that charity, 1 am e we may fair- 
y and ſafely truſt on this occaſion, as ſoon as the nature and great . 
neſs of the evil to be removed, and of the good to be obtained, are 
fully underſtood by the public. . This, as formerly hinted, was 
one of my chief, reaſons for ſtating our caſe ſo ee and 11 1 


; agg it ſo particularly. 7 | „ 5 


Poor as the Infirmary is, it is not * 6 Jew 


was fifty years ago; when che Managers, even in their utmoſt i 
need, gave ſmall ſalaries to the two ordinary Phyſicians, whom they _ 4 


of the ſad evil of the promiſcuous, though gratuitous, .attendance _ | 
of the whole College of Phyſicians by rotation. The Infirmary has. 
not proſpered the leſs for that deviation from ſtrict economy, i 
which has ever ſince been. univerſally approved of. Every argu- 


to the preſent caſe of the Surgeons. 55 
It is as reaſonable and juſt chat the ee „ 80 irgeons 
ſhould be paid for their permanent ſervices, as that the Phyſicians | 29 
ruggiſts for che eee ; 
which they furniſh to the Hoſpital. - The nfirmar 7 
to pay its Surgeons. liberally, or at all in pn to 1 der, 


* 


have ſuch confidence in the generoſity and good ſenſe of the Sur. 
geons themſelves, that I am ner node af chem will expect 
any great ſalary for their firmary Wc 17 


Py 


for the beſt chirurgical aſſiſtance, than to accept gratuitous affiſt 
ance leſs good ; juſt as it would be better to give the full market- 
price for the beſt food and medicines, than to give the patients bad 
feng i and 9 e e it! ab tara en or we een, 


+ 182 9 5 5 


1 believe will happen, that this new expence ſhall nor in any degrec 
be ap yan by the charity of the public when the object and 
reaſon of it become known; no greater evil can reſult from it, 
than that * patients annually muſt be received into the Hoſpi- 
tal but probably not leſs, perhaps much more good will be done 


the fick poor, not the number of them to be annually admitted 
into the Infirmary, is the proper object of this inſtitution. 2 
body who knows any thing about hoſpitals will acknowledg 
(the expenditure of money being ſuppoſed the ſame in both caſes) 
it would be much better to admit only 150 patients at once, all 
of whom may be comfortably accommodated and properly taken 
' care of} than to receive into the Hoſpital-all Hat defired to be ad- 
|  _ mitted, as uſed to be done in the Hotel Dien at Paris, and la 
four or five or fix in a bed, with the probability of waa being 
3 off by hundreds, either by the bad air or the contagior 
9 engendered among them. This is indeed a ſhocking zaſe, tho 
2 one, and may be thought too ſtrong an illuſtration: 
ſame undeniable general 
ber of the patients to be received is put ee "ne the 
| Ge and proper care of thoſe that are receiv ved.” — RR 
As to the number of permanent ordinary Surge wh at 
| requiſite eo de the dury of au nen IE eee 
tai | cient, but not too great. 
| iſhed ws batons but one Surgeon 
endance at once, who is ſuppoſed able to do all the duty in 
his department; and as chere are but two Phyſicians to a * 
greater number of patients in their departm 
needleſs to have more than one ordin 
1 "Ws in my opinion, would be a very ſcurv 
mud a moſt injudicious eſtabliſhment. + 


FT of economy, 


* 
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to the fick poor, than at preſent. Now this'good'to be done to 
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e 18 applicable, whenever the num- 
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rations, either among Surgeons or Phyfician 
: both together, I am ſure would be much 


often ane 1⁰ 8 been e the e 5 


e e 
IE chere were OR ten or a dozen patients in hg Surgeons de- 
partment, there ought to be two ordinary attending Surgeons, not 


only to provide againſt the poſſible and very probable accidents of 


abſence, ſickneſs, or death of one Surgeon, but alſo that the two 3 
attending Surgeons may have daily opportunities of aſſiſting . 


a and conſulting together without delay, or difficulty, or * 
idle formality, about every caſe which to either of them appeared, F 41 


difficult, or dangerous, or doubtful. Such quiet rational conſul- 

reſpectively, or among 
re for the benefit of 

an thoſe numerous, 

b which have ſo 
proach 8 ad 


* i \ 
—_ 


patients, either 3 in hoſpitals | or out of them, 
formal, pompous, and unavailing conſultatio 


If there. were we times as many Rite as I hs 1 in 
the Surgeons wards, I have no doubt that two Surgeons would 


be amply ſufficient to take proper care of them, and would do ſo at = 
leaſt as well as a greater number would do, perhaps better; juſt . | 


hath been repeatedly obſerved with reſpect both to Surgeons and 


Phyſicians in many other hoſpitals ; and as hath been experienced 
in this Hoſpital for fifty years, with reſpe& to two Oy: Phy- — = 
ficians, and the great number of Patients under their r is 85 4 | 
ight, in order that the error, ir any; pts | 1 
may be on the ſafe fide, to have three ordinary Surgeons perma. 
nently attending in the. Infirmary, But I am ſure if this point 45 1 
is to be determined by the confideration of what! is beſt for the 


Perhaps it will be thought ri 


patients, the number of permanent ordinary Surgeons will not de 


leſs than two, nor more than three. Any greater number would 
almoſt inevitably lead to ſome kind of attendance by rotation 


among them; implying, to a certain degree, ſome of che evils al 
Ho 1 9 0 1 to refult 9 ek ſuch A Oe 
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= 7 after a complete and regular education in their profe 


WO 1%. ) „ nt Nl” 
FO! to WAR . at he proper Celestion of t ro or chite Sur. 
geons, the moſt highly qualified, to do permanently the Hoſpital. 
duty; this is certainly of as much conſequence as the appointment 
of a proper number of them. I have already acknowledged that I 
am no judge of the real and comparative merits of individual ſur- 
geons, and declared that I will take na concern in che choice of 
them for the Hoſpital. On this very account I may with. the more 
freedom ſtate thoſe indiſputable general principles, on Me: 1 ear- 
ny wiſh and truſt that the choice ſhall be made. {7 
L take it for granted, as what no perſon of competent knowilec 
and 4 e ever ſeriouſly „ on 
That in the College of Surgeons in Edinbu ee * 
185 qualified individuals may be found than can realy be. wanted | 
{ tor the ſervice of the Hoſpital. 
4. That it is probable that thoſe: are belt Sealed at _ a ul, 


have had the advantage of -1 many years experience, both in private 
Practice and in this Infirmary, and who actually have 18 thy time 
"In employment, and public eſteem. and confidencdmeee. 
Of courſe, I earneſtly wiſh 8 99 two or three ſuch men were ap- 
nd ordinary Surgeons to the Hoſpital. Perhaps they will not 
thank me for this ſuggeſtion, 0 0 may ſeem to reduce them to 
the unpleaſant dilemma of either declining to do what is right, 
and what is expected of them, or elſe doing 3 is very diſagree- 
able and inconvenient. to. themſelves. . I certainly have no wiſh to 
give offence to * of n. ape I am ee char L Wach a very 
lien point. 


r 


It is not, 5 is be en as. at. firſt {ER it may: pear, 
WY ſuch Surgeons who give their ſervices. in the Hoſpital on a 
new ſyſtem, will have, and, what is better, will deferve, great credit 
with the public for doing ſo; more eſpecially. as it muſt. be plain to 
. Fes that * can h no motive 18955 ORR zeal For the 
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: e for the time which they muſt 


„ (8s) 1 „„ 
whe: bey undertake, ſuch a laborious * . f 
rmary may be ſuppoſed to give to its Surgeons 
could be no object to ſuch men; it could not even be an adequate 
employ in the Hoſpital. 

But, on the other hand, I conceive that many ed Surgeons may, 
not only without any \diferedit to themſelves, but with great pro- 
priety, and moſt honourably, decline that ſervice. Some are iD. 
much engaged in private practice, and are ſo often called to the 
country, that they cannot be expected to undertake ſuch a taſxk; 
becauſe it is impoſſible that they can give either ſufficient time or 
ſufficient; attention to their Hoſ pital-duty. Then I truſt I may | 
without impropriety ſuggeſt, that men come to a certain age, 
(which it would be needleſsly indelicate to ſtate very particularly), 
though as fit as ever they were for the ordinary practice of their 
profeſſion as ſurę 
and very frequent performance of nice and difficult operations, which 
muſt be <quired of Hoſpital Surgeons. have ſeen ſome Surgeons 

well, whoſe eye ſight was ſo much impaired, that they 
were Webel to uſe ſpectacles; and I have known many men, ſur- 
8 and others, whoſe hands were very ſteady at the age of ſeventy _ 
wm AKRON Vet it cannot be diſputed, that, in the decline of life, 
the fight generally fails, and the hand ſhakes, to ſuch a degree, as to 
make men leſs fit to be operating ſurgeons in a great hoſpital, than 
they would have been twenty or a Tow before, Any fargeon _ | 
who feels in himſelf the deginning {ymptoms of decay, may, | 
with the greateſt. honour to himſelf, FRE the appointment to 
the Hoſpital, or withdraw from it if he had previouſly been "a 
pointed. Then it can be no ſecret, that in Edinburgh a great 
part of the buſineſs. of thoſe. called Surgeons, is phyſic rather 
than ſurgery: I mean, that it is ſuch as might be done by Wb 75 
ficians here, and would be done by Phyſicians in other countries, 
in ng diftintio of the different brave . machen! 


eons, are well entitled to decline the daily labours, I | 


Rn is andy e d. hin enforced. by hives Fes e 
quently ſurgeons are as much prevented from the practice of phyſic, 
as phyſicians (here as well as elſewhere) are from the practice of 
_* furgery and pharmacy. I have no doubt that in Edinburgh three 
fourths at leaſt, more probably nine tenths, of the proper medical 
practice. is done by the members of the Callege of Surgeons; who 
in fact, though not in name, are the ordinary phyſicians in every 
family. Many of them, I am well convinced, would have very 
_extenfive practice, and of courſe great affluence, though they 


ſhould never perform any great or nice chirurgical operation. 


This 1 know was for many years the kind of practice of one of the 

moſt eminent ſurgeons in London, who has how renounced en- 

— urely the practice of ſurgery, and is become the greateſt phyſician 

| in that great city. I have no doubt that this ſyſtem will continue 
in Edinburgh as long as ; the Medical School in this Univerfity ſhall 


continue to flouriſh : For this plain reaſon, that every young man | 


= who is bred as a Surgeon in this city may eaſily have, if he chooſes, 
and in fact moſt of them chooſe to have, the education of a Phy- 

ſician alſo. It depends partly on a man's on taſte and future 
proſpects at the time gif his education, partly on the ircu 
in which he is afterwards placed, whether he ſhall make. — or 
| Ffurgery che chief object of his attention and ſtudy, or whether he 
| 3 ' hall chooſe to be in his own perſon both ſurgeon and phyſician. 
l No, for this moſt common, and therefore moſt important kind 
| 


Ef practice, a man may be well qualified who would not chooſe, 
; and 1 not 1 g to ee as a principal * in a 
3 chang hoſpatal.” - | e A 
Net ter lhe all . er poflible' allowance bor 0 
. conſiderations, I ſtill muſt think and wiſh that two or three of che 
maoſt eminent and moſt experienced Surgeons may be found, who . 
will accept the appointment of ordinary Surgeons to the Infirmary, 
. e e two e OOO 1 ere 
5 ny the 
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troduce and eſtabliſh ſome of thoſe improvements in the conduct 
of the chirurgical department of the Hoſpital, which I am no judge 
of, but which I am well aſſured are much wanted, and to preclude 
all ſuſpicion of any ſiniſter purpoſe in ſuch a change of ſyſtem as 
I recommend; and as hath long been wiſhed for by all who are 
moſt intereſted, and purely intereſted, in the proſperity of the Ho. 
* and the welfare of the fick poor who are admitted into it. 
But in this caſe, as in all caſes, let us ſuppoſe the worſt poſſible, 


F ae be che better prepared for it, and, as far as we can, 


provide againſt it. Let us ſuppoſe, that not one of thoſe Sur- 
geons who at preſent have the moſt extenſive practice, which im- 
plies the greate ſhare of public eſteem and confidence, will un- 


dertake che arduous taſk of Hoſpitak duty even for one or two 


years; then of courſe; the choice of ordinary attending Surgeons 


muſt be made from among thoſe members of cheir college who | 
baue not "Fs attained ſuch eminence. If this be thought an evil; 
ſon of che other preferable ſelegtion), let it K 
beat . diebe e th it would be a very ſnall evil, or, in other 


words, a very great good, when compared with the great evil Which 
actually has ſubſiſted in chis Infirmary for more than fixty years, 
in conſequence of the ſyſtem of rotation. Then the evil ſuppoſed, 
whether es or leſs, would be but temporary, and moſt proba- 
bly even 1 che firſt might be but very ſmall. For the feaſons 
already Nated very fully, a few of che profeſſion, who, by their 

merit, have attained great eminence, will probably continue to en- 
groſs the greateſt part of the buſineſs as long as they continue in 


& equal or ſuperior talents,” and perhaps equal merit in every re- 
pe randy eee This is e arcs 


and vigour, even though many of their younger brethren ” 
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| en are at preſent the youngeſt muſt become the oldeſt on the 
liſt; and ſome of thoſe who are at preſent unknown to. the public 
will then be moſt highly eſteemed; and mo generally employed, 
and after a few years will give place to ſome of their younger 
brethren, yet unborn. Theſe things, though future, are juſt as cer- 
tain, as that none of the Surgeons at this day the moſt eminent, 
were eminent or even known to the 1115 1 0 uy 0 or were 
born in the end of the laſt century. FF 
It is equally certain, though not 6 ae of | 0 0 or a. 
ed to, that, in the natural courſe of ſcience, + mean, if no unex- 
Pa and calamitous revolution rj ae wie ae 


1 1119 | | W ; 10 ee withs e eee 
wa part of Surgery, as well as s with che arts of building ſhips, or ſpin- | 
ning and weaving cotton. Manki ad, or atleaſt ſome of the moſt ve 
ingenious and wiſeſt of them, whoſe example muſt ſoon' be followed ||| co 
by the reſt in their ſeveral profeſſions and ſtations,” when not pre- att 
vented by ſome powerful cauſe, will always learn and retain what is vid 
good and uſeful, and will diſcover, and correct, and ſupply, what is 2 

fro 

ul 


erroneous or defective, in the . An e arts ine they have 

_ occafion, to ſtudy. and to practiſe. t Sy 
Ik is ſelf-evident, that whoever: bg tha, PY fe ee int 

| Surgeans to the Infirmary, the ſelection in a few years mi be made Wl fey 
from among thoſe who are at preſent the junior Surgeons, or ell 
"ow among others fill younger: than theſe. 4&5 . Fo TY 6 TH 7 | 8 pet 
If this (by reaſon, of ſuch a neceſſity as I 1 ſuppoſed were uo 
1 from the firſt, the difference, in point of benefit to the Hoſ- chi 
"wh between ſuch a ſelection, and one e made from among the moſt I no 


-eminent' and beſt employed. Surgeo ud. probably be much 7 
oſs. 1 at firſt Es be! < ſuppoſe ſed ah even chis difference 
; ten 50 ee 


* 


great meaſure be compenſated by thoſe; junior ml pe 
more of their time and attention to their Hoſpital duty than their 77 
ſenior HOW? e e Mae or n wouk by Als: 0 if 


But he beſt mY 2 "i hat nk 8 1 on 1 
point, is the ample experience Which the Hofpital has had within 
theſe fifty years in the permanent appointment of its Phyſicians... 
Some of theſe, for example, Dr Hope, Dr Stedman, and Dr Ru- 
therford, were men. of conſiderable ſtanding and eminence in their 
profeſſion, when they ſeverally were appointed Phyſicians. to. che In- 
firmary.. But Dr Clerk and Dr Drummond, the twe originally ap- 
pointed, and more lately Dr Hamilton, (who, it ſhould. be ob- 
ſerved, Was firſt appointed asaſiant to Dr Stedman, and actually | 
ſerved fome-years in that capacity), were very young iphyficians When 
they obtained the permanent appointment. Tet no r | 
were ever: made of. theſe gentlemen; n nor «dy I believe, that even one 
perſon was ever ſo irrational as to ſuppoſe. chat the Hoſpital-dury . 
could be nearly {6 well done by the whole College. of Phyſicians 
attending in rotation, as it was K url by Walk three an 
riduals aczending permanendy. - 

1 ſhould. expect with e Flo juſt. the fine, king. of beste 
from che ermanent appointment of two or three even of the junior i 

Though I; am net at all aequainted with ſome, nor 
inimately” acquainted. with any of. them, yet 1 know. enough. 9! 9K ; 
ſeveral of their number, to be convinced, by their converſation and. | 
are men of ſenſe and obſervation, and com- 


eee en I muſt preſume the Tame, or much 0 
more, of their ſkill and dexterity in ſurgery, which, they. have 5 | 


chiefly ſtudied: but this 1 chooſe. to take for granted, having: 
ni OY: OO either Fe it or N it... The- 
eee, ee „ Managersy, | 
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twenty years ago in the medical W e pri 


( 5 
Janagers, however, may San ensure pl an. 
| mation 3 the moſt competent judges. I 85 

As to the third point, the nomination of tant 15 1 
| ſhould think ĩt much for the benefit of che Ho pital, | ö 
of all concerned, that each ordinary Surgeon ſhould be allowed an 
aſſiſtant, for reaſons and pur oſes fully ſta ted already. Such at. 


ſiſtants may be appointed to them either from the firſt, as in the 5 


medical department was done near ten years ago, when Pr Freer 
(now Profeſſor. of Phyſic in the Univerſity" ef Glaſgow) was ap- 
pointed aſſiſtant to Dr Rutherford; or after ſome time; and at the 
_ requeſt of each principal Surgeon ; _ was done more than four and 


was appointed aſhftant to Dr'Stedman,”” Oo 
II the princi rincipal ordinary Surgeons Giſt rapping! be: nen pret! 
far advanced in life, and much engaged in Private pra ice, they 


ought to be allowed aſſiſtants from the firſt. If they be younger 


men, and leſs engaged in practice, the immediate appointment of 


aſſiſtants to them, though for many reaſons ce | not be 
ſo neceſſary, and may be poſtponed for ſome years. 1 


This it is proper to attend to; for the chief or only aiſenley that | 


1 foreſee on this point is, that at firſt proper Surgeons may 


nst eaſily be found. Even the junior members of their College, who 


* once FR, or LOOT to ON) as principal Surgeons, 
character of aſſiſ- 


tants or + Gubalterns, | ber they will be very angry at me for 


thinking it even poſſible that any of them ſhould attend on that 
footing. 1 ſhall be ſorry for it, but not in the leaſt diſconcerted 


by it; for the caſe will not by any means be hopeleſs. In che firſt | 
place, they. will have abundance of time to cool. Afſiſtant Sur- 


geons may not be much wanted for ſeven years or more; and in 
. as 1228 wi * will probably” bee that the Point ment 
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preſent junior members are perfectly able to fill the pk 
ſeniors, thaſe who ſhall come after them will be cqually a ables | 
fill cheirs. In a few years there will be many new members of 


* * ** R 
r 


improvement, and infinitely . 3 the pre- 
ſent: ſyſtem. of mos Amend eee If conſidera- 
10ns of pe vanity, or profeſſional etiquette, for which I have 
uo great eleem at. any time, and no patience when it is oppoſed | 

| Bona and common ſenſe, ſhall ſtill prevent any 


n I fo members of the College of Surgeons from 


ſerving. as aſſiſtant Surgeons in the Infirmary, we need not deſpair 
of ſoon finding abundance of Surgeons both able and willing to do 
that duty. On the ſame undeniable principle, that ſome of 04 


that College ; perhaps fix times as many as the Infirmary can have 
occaſion for; and probably few of them will-chooſe to decline an 


appointment, really honourable in itſelf, and ſo far n e 


that it gives them the beſt poſſible chance of becoming 
principal Surgeons to this Hoſpital and ee ee ac- 
count I conceive chat they ought: nat to receive any falary, or in 
any way be an expence to the Infirmary; ſo e e 
ſurer can have no ohjections to then. het 
For the ſame reaſon, eee e eee 
appointment of extraordinary or conſulting Surgeons, on the prin- 
ciple which I ſhall ſuggeſt. Whether theſe ſhall be more or leſs. 
ee I do not propoſe that they ſhall" receive any ſalary 
che 3 Their office can never er de hg but 1 
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adered, Lknat them bs oy ths publie, e a8 an e 
able s Many, of eſteem for theix- character, and confidence i in 
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. Kill mae i a 
' fach appointed to the Infirmary, theſe will of courſe form the beſt, l. 

' _ -the readieſt, and the moſt uſeful of all confultations, at leaſt in or- h 
— dinary caſes; juſt as has been experienced by the two'Phyſicians n 

0 

Al 


„ EIT - 
4 1 


of this Hoſpital ſucceſſively for near fifty years, and by the Phy- 
fſicians and Surgeons of many other hoſpitals for a much longer 
time. But in extraordinary caſes, of peculiar doubt and difficul- 
ty, it would certainly be very much for the benefit of all con- m 
cerned, for the credit of the Hoſpital and the Managers, the ſa- ar 
tis faction bf the public, the honour of the Surgeons themſelves, di 
and, above all, for the good of the patients, that chere ſhould be ar 
che additional aid of ſome other Surgeons of the greateſt. th 
' «nd locigelt experience. It is only on ſuch: occaſions, hich em an 
w. 

fif 

fa 


occur, probably not once in a ine caſea, chat may: * 
nary Ma ed ſhould be called. e 
The number of T.. aomainerd 
ww the Infirmary may without impropriety be greater or leſs, three I va 
or four, or twice as many, provided always it be underſtood and ¶ op 
| _ declared, that it is not neceſſary: to aſſemble them all on any occa- an 
| Lon; and that one or two of chem will at all times be deemed 2 are 
| ; ſufficient conſultation. I am ſure it is as much as any of us would any 
chooſe for himſelf, : or as the greateſt / and richeſt perſons would litt 
have, if they had occafion for chirurgical aſſiſtance. I have no ber 
Acruple ta ſay, that I think the choice of the individual Surgeons I go 
20 be called in to a confultation, in any particular caſe, ſhould be Th 
left to the ordinary Surgeons; and that the duty of the Mana- ofte 
gers in that reſpect is fulſilled when they appoint as conſulting 
Surgeons, a ſufficient number of mien of | eminence and experience 
in their ee to ne mat Air d arge ns 
nl by limited. e n 10, een 
for one another eke . edg 1 men lang ail or 1 
Et ES . Agreement 


0 103 » 


8 ments are not always to be found, and ſometin 
4 ein nn nn 


— We ene 3 e bY Thc od; as . 


and a half or tro dozen of us together, eſpe y if he ſa us at 


e 


fifty or an hundred of us in a great town, and oblig 


valſhips, and diſputes, and a 


232 


8 Peine will be the laſt and leaſt object of 1 | 
This is ſo well known by many iſgracefu examples, and has o 
eee ORE of merriment and e in novels 


© . ” 


tati on ig is bur a farce for L have : an 


think our confultations mere fa 


; 2 2 5 8 : 23s 8 x 


agreement in the general principles on/which they are 194G/a are at 

| leaft as neceſſary among the individuals of a conſultation, as their 
G big oli boon bes en de Ge Pe But thoſe accompliſh- 
etimes the very reverſe 


dinner. eee majority of us may be, I am afraid we 
are not all perfect angels. Some of us at leaſt appear to be made of 
„T EI ER 

and paſſions, and vices, as other men. The conſequence is, that 
when two or three of us are ſer down together in a little town, or 


fr ame, and forrune, and daily bread, we are apt to get into mY 


eee eee ber e neee en 5 
ance of thoſe who are, and che no leſs entertainment of thoſe who . 
are not, our patients. A confulration among any number ef fuck  . 
angry phyficians or ſurgeons, in all probability, will conduce aa 
eee eee INT | Re 
r. of game - cocks turned looſe in à cock-pit ; for b e m . 


GE 1 DT it, Kew Pay as' tongs 1 obuld. A i 
ped ces maſt of courſe think it of little 
dme r no conſequence how they are performed; or may even think 


muſt acknowledge who has had the good luck to ſer but a dozen 
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hay ae more abſurd ark ridiculous theyare make, the baer o thoſ 
farces wilt de 

If Lthought fo, 1 ſhould never lot ad tis preſent 
fyſtem of conſultation among che Surgeons of this Infirmary ; that 
is, of all che Surgeons of Edinburgh, to the number of twenty, 


. chirty, or more, who may chooſe to attend and take a ſhare in it: 
2 a BY b - 7 1 -- a 5 . 4 : 
for 1 have not imagination enough to conceive. any thing of the 


kind more ſyſtematically abſurd, or leſs for the good of the patients, 
or more inconſiſtent with my ben N b eee 
ee torrke e, 7555 

That promiſcuous wer 6 congregation 46 all the 
"os of the College of Surgeons, who chooſe to attend and con- 
fllt about a Poor patient in the Hoſpital, is one of the many bad 
1 which reſult from che | bargain made by our prede- 
ceſſors with che Surgeons; and, though trivial in compariſon of 
ſome of the other evils already pointed out; 4s n. We great 


„ ee ee enen as ne as PONY as | 


<a Gang this; a bee bes de th Sy * ns, | 
wen or perſonally. Any one of them may be a very ud 
- _ any leo or three of them (bating only the chance. of per- 
ty and ew rer l nen of. v1 


Cat A cls e life or 


all of them taken together, (with only two or three months inſtruc- 
ion from a clever drill ſerjeant), I am convinced would make an 
admirable platoon ; ſuch as would do, cre it to the firſt regiment of 
| Royal cpa Vohunteere. But how ſuch a Platoon can ever 
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the, fick poor, in the eden or out o , is to me wen incom- 
0 My veneration 4 5 own 1 1 for thoſe "AY Prace 9 
at aſs it, is not een and e e in che — and. rn 4v' 
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7 ea ug I pore $i e 1 My 1 om; chance of 8 it 
t: if with credit, when I declare that I do not regard proper conſulta - 
he tions of medical men as frivolous. or uſeleſs, but quite the con- | 
ts, vary; in numberleſs. caſes they are juſt what will beſt. conduce ts 
20, the relief, or cure of their patients. In all caſes either of doubt, rr 
Ia great danger, a phyſician muſt be wonderfully ignorant, or won- *" 
the I derfully arrogant, moſt probably both, who does not anxiguſly de- 
on- fire a conſultation, either for his patient's ſake, or for his.own. . 1 
dad am not quite ſo ſure of the advantages of conſultations - in caſes not 
de- properly of doubt, but rather of difficulty, whether of danger” or 
ef if not, in which the practice of the Phyſician. or Phyſicians firſt em- 
reat I ployed proved unſucceſsful. In many of theſe caſes I am convinced 
ras Wit would-be much better for all. rned, and eſpecially for che 
patient, if the Phyſicians firſt employed were allowed to withdraw, x, 
and others; (firſt ſufficiently informed of all chat had been done or 
tried), without any reſtraint or embarr; {ment, were permitted to 
try what they could do. \This; 4 in ſubſtance, is one of the oldeſt _ . 
an moſt Judicious regulations with reſpec to the medical Pee 775 
this Infirmary; ſuggeſted, L have no doubt, by ſome experience. 
Name 1 good ſenſe, and candour, and Accurate. eee 
of chat be met with in his practice. I have often given that ad- i 
to patient of my own in private practice, and ſometimes have 
get them £0 plows it; but in general ieee WW 
ſtand. e er are not the property 
| the ben of their rg. 
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Abe real uſes and advantages of wum among medi 
men; and ſome of the evils and abuſes to be feared in them, are {9 
well pointed out in a much eſteemed work of one to whom I owe 
more than a ſcholar's duty and reſpect, and his obſervations are ſo 
aſion, OY "ne 1 n 


Seeed, by which! heir pitiches y ur: A phy 
* fician, however, who has any ſenſe” of juſtice or humanity, will 
never involve his patient in the conſequences of ee quar- 
4 rels, in Which he a ae eee PRyſicians in conſulta- 
© tion,” whatever may be cheir private — or opinions 
* of one another, ſhould diveſt themſelves of all partialities, and 
think of nothing but what wilt moſt effectually contribute to 
| © the relief of thoſe under their care. If a Phyſician cannot lay 
“ his hand to his heart, and ſay that his mind 3 is perfectly open 
to convidtion, from whatever quarter it' ſhall come, he ſhould 

in honour deeline t 6 conſultation. || Many advantages ariſe from 
4 two Phyſicians confulting together, who are men of candour, 
and have mutual confidence in each other's honour. A remedy 

may occur to one ech did nor” e another; and a Phyſician 
* may want reſolution, 0 [4 ifidence' in his dwn opi- 
nion, to preſeribe a ee e bus ec ni cen 1: 
* however, che hfe of en depend; in 
* concurring v eee herab aden own. But, if 


_ * cording ed invoke: albeit but dee e. the perſon 
2% from baer Proceed; N. ona eaſon ns, that | 


to the obliga- 
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o || © his advice in ſuch caſes, conſultations of op tend ra- 


re || © ther to the detriment than to the advantage of the ſick, and the 
ſo G: * uſual and indeed moſt favourable ebe or chem i 18 W 
lo 1 Wees e ewe bee Nun, ngen rms geen 
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Theſe bins) of my Aachen 1 in his Lectures on the Office al, 
oe I Duties of a Phyſician, read in this Univerſity more than thirty 
y- pears ago, are evidently as applicable to Surgeons as to Phyſicians, 
ill Wich reſpect to both, and their patients, it is plain that all the 
ar- good that can be expected from a conſultation may be obtained 
ta- from one of two, or chree, or four, at the utmoeſt, atleaſt as 
ons well as from e one ten times as numerous; and I ſhould think” it 
nd almoſt as plain, that much of that good may be proven, + Leon 

auc ive evil done, by a very numer | 
On this point, 1 preſume, - without vanity, to know eo atlas Us - 
moſt - men. For full half my life 1 have been a Profeſſor of a 


chen any written directions were to be given to the patient, have 


hon ant een ener, riting, to the number; fen 


Surgeon of a pot hs 1 LC 
Nerd what Fate [3 15 x 


iltation: ef ee anon at; deen 
that once to my great confuſion and ſorrow ; for 


4 


Edi 


L. 


Cc % ns when 


WS. 


book 4 the Warme Phyſician: of the conſultation, -and . courſe, . : 


Kos the innocent _ of it, It b * near twent years ago, Kit 


* 


nt of ver yet mo any good come of a very nu Oh . 
merous debnſdkstion and I doubt much whether any race. or 1 


. 2 — 


when I Was attending as Cli 


gave of his own illneſs, and from the ſymptoms obſerved in him, 
it was plain that he had had, about ſix weeks. befor, 


poſthume; and that this impoſthume, inſtead of burſting in into o the 


1 vity of che breaſt, forming a diſeaſe well known jin-phyfic by the 


5 1. che Gut, Dot curſ Rad Wat as 100 ow! 
done a ene 


| d had. I ever: ATI 
| as "abr chis was vnde hoc e 


- conſultation was accordingly ſumamnor thi 
it, till, calling in the evening to — pre ind inica 


5 tients, I. Es to- my rant niſhrac ** 
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Clinica Profeſſor, that a man came under 
my care in a very particular ſituation. From che account which he 


flammation of his lungs, which had terminat 4 


lungs, ſo that the matter might be ſpit up, had burſt, into the ca- 


name-of Empyema.. This was put beyond. all doubt by che previ- 
ous Ae aud all the conchrrent e and above all, by 


„ een eee ee „ ©m o@©s a 


S8 


er ene ee UILCOILL 
1 | Aber few dy 


of all che Surgeons, w t delay, on 


g mat urgent caſe. Such 
.; but I knew noth 


K 199 


ee eee a confulti ag room as full of Sur Fa 
geons who were buſy examining my patient. Thither I went im- 
mediately:; more anxious to make the beſt excuſe I could for ſo ab- 
ſurd a miſtake, than to take any ſhate-in the conſultation. There 
found my man in che middle of them; and «moſt formidable 
array it was. I do nat remember the exact number of them; nor 
could it eaſily have been counted. A clever exciſeman, if he were 
allowed to gauge the conſulting room, could tell within half a 
dozen; for the room was almoſt as full as it could hold. But the 
number of che conſultation is of no moment; and I remember well 
me reſult of it, and the event of the caſe. It w decided. nu 
long diſcuſſion, that the operation at that time was not adviſable; 
and it was: " recemdnentied| de met ce ory) what I could do for the pa- 
tient in the way ef medical practice; which I had actually been 
doing, for ſome days, wichour che ben ben or prope of. _ 
nefit to him, that I could ſee. hg typ 
The: hugh went ſo OR! agua e DRIER ey the | 
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ourle abide mak Hoſpital ; far, Paving 
ig be grow roche worſe chan better, lie ſoon. tired of me and my. 
medical pra: ce; and, in et ae We, g vg ziats 
gow, where: he died in fix weeks. 
- Perhaps I ſhall be told, that, if the papers eee 
* propoſed, the man might have died in the! Gxth- part of that 
time ʒ and that chen, I who adviſed it, and the Surgean who per- 
W e b | have: been ſaid to have killed him. e 
bably b theſe: vils would have happened; as they may happen 
mne fene but, when an m 


e aal Ati uu 189 ee takte Scperati 


of 
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. | chance for "life, 3 7 ** 5 ns in eat: e | h 
* te muſt ar b. thought that I ention that aſe us x prot 6 Ju 
aer of ignorance in the Surgeons; quite the contrary: with. | 0! 
out any compliment to them; I may ſay with confidence, that It 
every one of them, and, probably, two thürds of their apprentices, u 
and my ſtudents, who were mne in che operation oom ex- 

| on performed,” muſt have known the 

. | vocal: ſymptoms 5 - and muſt have known 
A that che operation was U me beſt or only chance for life. 
* I ive it as an example, and a fair illuſtration, of the inefficacy of 
ſuch multirudinous m een conſu grids aud ef What my 
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- 4. harmleſs but inſignificant wandern T x66 by ces WI 3009 
It is well known a ſome individuals, from Wen but very 
elvt bee deren deu or their frietids, and 


. vane now s erer an — 
number, perhaps as far as five or fix medical men, for a conſulta- 
tion, day after day. But even ſuch confultations are uncommon; MW fa 
and if the patients and their friends are pleaſed, we have no reaſon I Pr 
to complain of them. If every great and rich man in che kingdom (i 
ſhould chooſe, as a piece of ſtate, -to/go out of the world Wich the f. 
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help of five and twenty Phyficians, and as many 5 hes they 
commonly chooſe to be dragged to their graves by fix horſes, when 
two could do the work juſt as well, T have no objections: for it is i 70 
plain, that neither we nor the undertakers can loſe = 0009-4 wy fo | 
: "mom a faſhion, if it were to prevail univerſally.” - 
Byt, in fact, no man in his ſe: 8, or out of his ſenſes, een dus 
heard * ever yet * of ſuch ane en . This e 
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cannot be from parſimony; for many individuals could afford to 


Haye ſuch a ſplendid conſultation for themſelves or their families, : 
juſt as well as to have a ff plendid funeral, or a ſplendid monument, 
or to make a jaunt to three or four watering places in ſucceſſion. 
It is plain, therefore, chat ſuch a canfultacen* 18 en Ae 5 


uſeleſs at leaſt, if not worſe. 
The conduct of Phyſicians, and . thi lee or 


any of their families are ſick, affords a ſtill better proof and illuſ- 
tration of the ſame truth, and is indeed ſupreme and deciſive au- 
thority with reſpect to what is uſeful, or what is uſeleſs, or worſe 
chan uſeleld, in medical conſultations. With- us all confiderations 
of economy are out of the queſtion. Bad as we may be chought, 0 
we are not fuch Cannibals as to prey on one another. We may _ 
all have, for nothing, to ourſelves and our families, as much aſſiſt- 
ance in point of phyſic and ſurgery as we chooſe. We feel ſtrong- 


ly, that we have not ſufficient calmneſs and firmneſs to judge and 


act properly, when the lives of thoſe are at ſtake in whom we are 
moſt. tenderly intereſted : and as to ourſelves, when fick, we all 


know, for it is a long ſettled point ws AIG ths e 8 


doctors himſelf, has a fool for his patient. 


For theſe reaſons we are all accuſtomed, „ 
Amen are ſick, to aſk; the aſſiſtance, not of all, but of /ome, of our 


profeſſional brethren. We all. conſider it as the greateſt compli- 
ment that they can pay us, or rather as the moſt honourable and 


ſtrongeſt proof of their good opinion and confidence, when any 


of our brethren aſk our advice and aſſiſtance om ſuch occaſions. 
We have therefore no motive to make the conſultation leſs nume- 

rous, and a very ſtrong motive, in every ſuck caſe, to.make it more 15 
numerous than what we know weuld be beſt for the patient; yet 


ſuch conſulations very ſeldom are of more than two or three of 


dus. The reaſon. of this we all know ſo well, and we can ſo | 
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of being nn ae; ii 


8, n thoſe of our pro- 


feſſional brethren, eee eee 1 
do not alk our advice and aſſiſtance in ſuch a conſultation. 
Loet us, for the ſake of illuſtration, ſuppoſe the extreme caſe of | 


ou oppolite kind, but correſponding yy OO I ally 


done for the fick poor in the Infirmary. 


Let us ſuppoſe that a Phyſician 'or a Surgeon, when kiraſelf c or 
dſional affſtance of kis brethren, 
"ſhould ſum- 


Mb 4 10\which he belonged ; I prefume the: confultatio; FWwould in- 
ſtantiy agree that it would be proper to ſecure the unfortunate 
Sentleman'e windows, and provide a ſtcady Keeper and a ſtrait 
waiſtooat, for fear of what might happen in the next par 
Or if a man, meaning to engage in à lan uit to recover a good 


eſtate, were to call a conſultation of all the lawyers at the bar, and 
2 it were ONE them to ack eee neee 


aka EO who: might have their advice cog 

Win it chen be believed, or ſeriouſly maintained, chat ſuch a 
ee mb er {tro tHhorche fick poor in the Hoſ- 
pital, which it would be regarded as inſanit r 
A when: fick 3 in un age houſes? A 


ee eee eee n of « ſenſe 
OT ens d idee and familiar. to e erg require 
wore e e m/e m or {1 ; Mbit 
The conſultations eee e ewe 0 Molhere, 
1 Le Sage, and Fielding, and the New Bath Guide, and fifty 
Nd 3 are ee ch den entertaining; Rn [en 
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But here an | imparrant diſtinction muſt be made, which in 1 
has been overlooked. They: are not. equally entertaining to every 


body; commonly they are moſt entertaining to thoſe who are not 
intereſted in them, and not in the leaſt entertaining to thoſe who: | 


are. do not know! a worſe joke than a, conſultation of Phyſi- 


cians is to the perſon ho is the ſubject of it, except a ne | 


tion of Surgeons: for this involves che horrible. notion of We 


addition to danger or dear. tte (tt ratio hs 


Accordingly many a very en nn 1 uſed» to 1 a 


large aſſortment of excellent ſtories and jokes on our Faculty, | 


5 of one of them, when a fem ho apes * 
Wade he'thall loſe bis life, or only one of his legs. 
It is with them and the Faculty juſt as wich ee 


have an inen auſtible ſtock. of the beſt ald jokes een i 
and.on Religion; but when they are dying of the dropſy, or g. 


ing to be hanged, loſe at once all reliſh for them, and look almoſt! | 


28, grave as the Phyſician or the Judge who condemned tiem. 


can ſuppoſe a man of ſuch 7 1 
five, and twenty Surgeons conſulting whether he ſhall be cut for 
the. ſtone, he ſhall mind chem no more than as many kobgoblins 
vn by a magie lanthorn, and withal of fo facetious a "en 008 5 
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ſuch occaſions; and che direct contrary: Wis eee, > 4 
have read an epitaph, and an excellent orie it is, om a man who. 
died for fear on bearing the name of a great Phyſician; and if it 

ich. L preſume it is not, as the fact is pretty well | 


* 


A 


few miles af this city, Aa nn. FIR died of fright in leſs than 

two hours, on ſeeing one of our moſt eminent Surgeons who was 
ſent for to perform ſome operation on him, and who probably will 
not thank me for mentioning the caſualty in z printed Memorial. 
But I muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, that he was in no degree 
to blame, having behaved with the utmoſt caution and delicacy. 

Finding his patient irreſolute and reluctant, he withdrew for about 


an hour, to allow him time to recover his i 4nd on kw return 


f 


Such caſualties are indeed rare: But there is An eicher rare 
or caſual in the horror and mental agonies which ever) perſon 
feels in ſuch circumſtances: they are as eta; and . 
as bad, as the bodily. pain in an operation. 


found him either dead or juſt dying. e e 


Many of our greateſt heroes, both in red coats and in blue, men | 
who: would boldly march up againſt a battery of cannon, or joy- | 


fully obey an Admirals ſignal for cloſe! action and breaking the 


line of battle of an enemy's fleet, will grow pale I I of | 


only two or three Surgeons, when theſe come to conſult about 
them. And many a poor patient, hen he is ſet down in the 


midſt of five and twenty Surgeons in this Hoſpital, I have no 


doubt, feels all the horror, without the faith, of the FRINGE Da- 
niel, when firſt: he took his ſeat in the den of ons. e 07, 0% 

Much of that mental ſuffering and horror, juſt like 3 pain 
in cutting for the ſtone; is unavoidable, and muſt be ſubmitted to 
without repining. But on this very account, any greater or unne- 


ceſſary mental agony ought the more carefully to be avoided. It is 
not only an evil, but as truly a moral wrong done to che err, | 


as an unneceſſary bodily tortures inflicted on him in 
an operation. It is as truly an outrage on human n 
done in an Hoſpital to a poor man, as if it were done in a ſplendid 
manſion to the rich owner of i it, where n b. at er 


4 - 


ure When 


3 en horrible be 12 a 95 * a + 97 ag blo 55 53 tro 
, 5 E 7.9 | 5 5 3 1 75 | & 55 : 
e C 
o . * 3 7 : 4 . K ; £ 
8 0 8 ; 2 | : : + 5 : . | 


— — — 


—— — 


| 


« 95 ) 


: id. Mete thres year, the Surgeons apd dei conſultations 
| bare made, che ld.;oufulcive-room- 55g bet for the Phykcians, 
fl who. were a , tothe > Monagery for the ma of of OOO 


25 field, mow, had. fr both Phyſicians and — for more _ 
rs „ have been told, and ſome. curir 

ang ſurmiſe⸗ were wie ok or wo eee en eee 
15 ure, and took Poſt ſeparatehn from the Furgegne, In truth, much 
un implied in it: more, than bas yer been eco Ig is not yet 


eich known, whether the Phyſicians, were fairy elbomed out 
1 0 10 ee by, the annually — Hoſt, of Sur. 
- i & cher, they bad ,nq.raſte. for chirurgical conſultations 
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Which Fi ad ie ad 5 b . * 1 1 88 walt kachot, 
a well employed Surgeon will not, take a Ahare' in ſuch debates, | 
For which he can have neither time nor inclination.” A man of | 
fenſe and real knowledge of his profeſſion will engage in them 
very ſeldom, and always with reluctance; Well knowing, that i in | 
Kt nety-tiine caſes” bf an Kindred,” che bet” wecken debates and 

| f Kar agues t hat can be contrived will. tend” as little t x0, the benefit 

1 a patient as to che payment of the national debt. j The natural; 
| lac and acquired accomp 111 men 8 / hich make: a A d Orator, | 
are conſiderably düfkerent from: thoſe Which Wake a 'good Surgeon 
pt Phyſician; That Atückneſt, and keenneſs „ and ardour of 
"thought, that” Power 6f fancy, and Huenty of words, even that 

-  Vehenictce of paſhon Which hurries àwag the ſpeaker, and often 
is keakets 660 hay, "fottieritnes\' chat Pttilance and” arrogance 
Which enable an i to miſtepreſent and Vrojfbeat ab opponent 
. Wo is z dan of worth and Nr — all theſe q; 
contrar of that Patient 
ig” hat 2 Pre that? pute 415 haneſt Hove of 
trutli chat candid atteritiot tc the ſentiments of others, and willing 
Aeference to the opinion öf Foe gall in erkinent ic ap- 
pPears te be juſt, char are moſt neceſſary in n con 
 HilldHonk'6FPhyGbiins or Surgeons. as ha ty 2570 
1 aracte eee tate za 6h wel 
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hr, | but, n human F | ſtitv h en vance, vithey have | 
83 | their inconvemences: alſ FCC An 
is {The ir chief uſe eonſiſts in his, e excite 3 
m among che ſtudents a kind of ardour and enthuſis m in the pur- 
in ſuits os knowledge, which are almoſt unknown in other Univer- 
They turn to ſome; goed account (theugh / certainly. n 
efit | bs beſt poſlible): that ſacr ed fire of. youth, which 1 in Many © 1 

ral places is abſurdiy ſmothered: by ridiculous: monkiſh reſtrainte, and 
tor, often is ſhown only ba kteaking Dun ralet and: Le, Farm that 
of eee el of maus mm liſteni afin to checkin of-a 
old drones, which is too generally the caſe in other Univerſi- 
en ties; are commonly as eager to learn ag we ane to teach chæm. This 
our Läbrarians can amply teſtify who find, to their ſorromg that 
their office is the reverſe of e ackgir Bas maggi, fla 
wri ing! paper, ad as many of cho rt els uſt e neceſſa · 
| i n! medica noris-5 | 


a 1 5 Wai en e exerti 
ene —— eaki: 
aan on media aj sds chr wart s freely al 
medical opinions and reaſonings, and to: detect the fallacy, of hem 
rated Hacious, which is; the caſe with. moſt of chem it 
aches chem! to. 1 e eee ah -i, bern 
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The bad Anct e chblt debating dociendls alenionss ar ſtüdents 
are equally well known. On the principles already explained, 
(page 206.), a young man may in them be highly diſtinguiſhed 
by the exereiſe of talents: the very reverſe of thoſe which are ef: 
ſential to the acquiſition of medical or of any ſcience; Such men 
will of courſe become orators, hot men of ſeience or Phyſicians, 
In fact, I have known ſeveral inſtances of ſuch orators, who, after 
completing - cheir education in phyſic, very-wiſely g * 48 42 
0 d betook be ves to the br. Nl W 1 2 | 

1 them, common to thoſe who are orators 
nA thoſe' who are not, is, chat the members o them, who, from 
_ their age and fituation,. en eee eperience of thei | 
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- which/ is fair and right, an e 1 imomy, with 
. any matter of fac in phyſic, as: equally: a ſubject of diſ- 
pute. Such diſputes are not righr, but only excuſable at beſt, 
even in a ſociety/ of ſtudents. Vhen cartied further, and brought 
dato the world in Piadcktions; dun worle if introdx 
| ovly"uſcleſ 3 ba diſgraceful; n being out of 
queſtio een, ere glx Hv of ions eee an v 
itis eat poltible at — — i 
opinion, or contribute t each WORE: inftruQion, or concur in 
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for it wor 
pute it entirely to them) is, that che members of them are of- 


Itrate a little with hir 


poſed bad effect of choſe Wehn (at een 
1 be unjuſt, and contrary to a well-known truth, to im- 


ten tempted to waſte a great deal of precious time, and much la- 
bour and ingenuity, in uſeleſs ſpeculations and diſcuſſions. But 
this evil, as neceſſarily reſulting from the imperfect and erroneous 
ſtate of the u ler the art n to e onmn nemtt 


| uhavoidable. © Fer? tete 
"0k Lahe i S wa a the Whale aid Du in 


my father, who Had epreſſed his concern at ſeeing ſo many of 
our ſtudents miſ-ſpend their time and labour in that manner; and 
kad even taken the Hberty of a friend and a colleague to remon- 
on fome'of his o moſt favourite ſpecula- 
tions, neither che truth nor the uſefulneſs of Which my father | 
could perceive. Dy Cviiew's anſwer” was chat of a man of ge: 
mus, "who! thoroughly wi todd his own profeſſion, and the ſi- 
Wen in GH he bed 1 ee ulebe Kü edge uf 
vie and of hurhan nature 1 hæve hen able to find in a great 
popular work on the Theory of Fhyſic; v has been 
more highly extolled chan any ocher that has been publiſhed in my 
time; which ſeems to have been em cnef 2 reer. in or | 
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Ab} Ad which, "6s £ 1 app kn ation, . 
ant eſpecially of the medical gentlemeh; has uctgally Besen fta 


ken for a book of Feience? It is a. Werk ef genius and fancy ; but 
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it Bears no richree,” blanee or felation to fience than the 
Rape of the Lock does to the hiſtorical writings of Tacitus, 
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on the hole, that eresy! man wich ardour and perſev ae, and 
uo man without, them, onld make progreſs: at laſt. 
ua kw naw (argu or Our deen as 
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points have ſometimes, been conducted with all the violence 
ty-ſpirit. Within my memory „ ſome of them. Fought with: piſtols | 
wont their medical Fters 30many mare; Were Lager ta do the 
fame: from hat I have ſeen and heard, L can have no dguht that 
nene died, menge e cher medica 
faith. One zealot, out of b, Hark love and, kindneſs, reſolyed. to con- | 
ON? endes de. came b dente in ON ee of zaſking 


Whale —— af « our 
"ad way penſion among the "ſtudents, one 


e ; and. I dare EL ver uly,. chat he 
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| ples in in Phyfic. Cum, præter unam  doftfinam,. nuper et non 
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Ge. with an aſteriſk of ar e to Brunonis Element. This Tub 
has fince that time drifted oyer to the continent, aud a fed "years 
290 afforded/ in nite amnhfement aid full em exaployient to the' gtear 
Krake of Germany; perhags it does fo Mn. 8 88 
But the moſt complete and, luclicrous Tpeci den er he 
tance oft he debates, and of the orators in their own' 9 9 i 
beyond any thing i in the memoirs of P. Þ. clerk of this pariſh, at 
dach 46 al nos ventulte to ment. 9055 were 171 pane 4 
othe t remember it as well as 1 Q, and perhaps fome Ede 
pies of hit papars may { ill remain, was a 94 actually pub- 
ile in Edinburgh, containing an account ef the debates in one 
if che medical ſocietics, or, for dugbt ns them," for | 
edificativn' of; the public ; fonte e the: * 
acc nth af the dba 10 the ws on of Pail 
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n. ſuperiox ſenſe, will frgps, be, g FRY all 
the good and nene of the exil which. thoſe inſtitutions ean produce. 
u jances of this. kind. 
Others, according as, . Jef; al, the coxcomb. in 
their. campoſition, and according t. Wade nere hey have 
mProyement, by, bes 8 gaped, in the, practice of 

p Phaeton, way not be: thoroughly. e Aebacing and 
8 for five, ten, or WE Fears: i ſome. are abſolutely 
| tele phyſicians, gt the 
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| e nas, "They: are m 
ful analogies. cart boy. 
auf {Ps MT of Phylic, as foo Na 


andy, chink Ids 00 pho me 
3 of courſe val recke | 


| ihe has already made ſome 2 in pe INE ſcience, of 
newſpapers,..wi will. : certainly be deceived by the dazzling but 
treacherous and very dangerous. analogy. e of politics... Every ſuch 
_ youth muſt p perceive at once, What we all now. to Be true, that 
een, c even in n a colfechouſe o or an 9 e to ſpeak 


much 


is fee, a ol 


p 1 


ſpected a e 25 all who know him. r 8 We | 


- | houſes che effect of that more vigorous. exerciſe of the hangs 
: If which we call public ſpeaking is much more admirable, and would 
8 be incredible were it not a matter of daily? obſervation. In a very 
mort time, ciriur quam aſpurugi coguuntur, it converts fops, jockeys, 
d and ruined gameſters into the firmeſt and moſt virtuous e 
*. and the moſt conſummate ſtateſmen. It has even ee e 
© chat che ſtrong vociferation of two monoſyllables, aye and no, ac- 

7 IN cording-to certalii rules, has neatly"the fams effect, But this 1 
le | Jade" [ol e LI. 7 11 ty FT 47 V N 
ui much . An for the ſake Ns anch and as 
= r of phyfie in all its branches, as well as of thoſe who'pradtil 
it, and of thoſe on whom it is pra 
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; 583} 4 35 Tis BESGe 7 42172 l of 12 

Kane, or wis ee eren rg "I 
nerals* have wir —_ 1 cee as, b art 


jaſt and e e re of ot 


ian, ſo far as I have heard, was 


WS y OE 6 £2 5 2 
7 Pprofeſſions-. 108 POE RET OTIS r tit 1 


| ee eee 


Be. 


| iſed; that this unlu unlucky allalogy” | 
of politics has of late been ſo much attended to, While the more . 


of Ar- Noe one ge SCAT n or Fainter, or Fiddler, e 
eſt erer ber made bes hafanguing, and voting about . 
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can in conſcience or common decency pretend to be either wiſer 

or better than the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and che Com- 
mons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem letls.; Jet we all know 
hat generally happens when. they engage in very numerous con- 

ſultations for the 17 honour; a welfare 0 our e and 
his. Kingdoms. 11 11 ba ; Fen i 185 


I wave here all clara of thaſe tt points, which 


evil minded people cohceive to involve che everlaſting buſineſs of 
Ins, and Outs, and Loaves and Fiſhes. | If; our ſtateſinen, to the 
number of two hundred, or of five hundred, were really to con- 
fuld about ſuch points, it would evidently be as impoſſible for 
chem ever to agree about a preſeription, 48 it Would be for aaf 
 fourlgf them: playing at Whiſt together to be all on one ide. 
„IL chall confder only ſuch of their conſultations! as; have nothing 

to de with Ins and Outs and Loaves and Fiſhes, but relate to ſub- 
jects which they muſt all underſtand, in which they are honeſtly 
|  Inteneſted,! and] act to the beſt of their judgment, unbiaſſed by 
ap Kind of party-ſpirit.! Since this . r went to che pref 
"the | has been a grand oonſultation of both Houſes to con- 
_ fider of ſome good and beffectual preſeription for the faſhjonabl 
_ iſtemper called Adultery.:i The; ſubject mult. have; bee 
miliar to them, as many of the) greateſt, and ,wiſeſt men in the 
nation, and: alſo their wives, an their ſons, 


and their fathers and news mothers for rom: oy erat 
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Cay 1 „ If 
"We TRE Sat nn all kn wi the- fetale? e 
er Houſe was nearly (equally divided: and this deciſions bf che two 
- Houſes were contradictery. The: practitioners could not agree un 
» any preſeription i and aceordingly they gave us none. Ple@thttur | 
n- Arcbivi. Hor aught that the grand conſultation” has dene for us, 
nd Soo, o of the beſt of us may fuffer ſorely by that faſtilon= | 
ble diſtemper before Kent Chriſtmas; and ſome of us may ex of 
ich IN hibit-rhe-laſt- dreadful ſymptom of it; the political name f 
of Which E d0 nor know, but in phykic: we; call Aenne e = 
the ſkull Yard” £440 "TÞ + 113 Vp Ni Aale; bay ns If 1 
More chan a e ee life Ca PO oh = 
ſhort one) has elapſed: ſince our ſtateſmen. began to conſult, in the 
fame ſpirited ' ſtyle, about the abolition of the Slave Trade: they 
have had conſultations innumerable” about it, in the courſe t 1 
melvelyears or mere; and have actually waſted mere bad breaam 
on that one fubject, than all the cenſumpti ve patients in the world 
haye had ſince the creation of it. To the beſt of my judgment. 
they are at this hour rather farther from agreeing about it chan they 9 
were che day before they began to it- They have indeed; after 
much difficulty and moſt violent altercations, (far beyond any hat 
have ever known among Phyſicians), en on ſome 
harmlefſs but inſignificant preſcriptions: but, if chey dentite 
0 they have begun, - doubt whether my great-grandchildyen will 
bve to ſee the end of their conſultations, or of the Slave Trade. 
My confidence either in the wiſdom or in che virtue e 
ticians and ſtateſmen is very fall; which- is probably owing to 
my profound ignorance of their rad and to: n zever having 
had the happineſs of any perſon: intance with thoſe wWhe 
practiſe it. Vet, if one or two * We ee eee ee 
or two of the Outs, quietly. and privately, in conſultatiom, to con- 
r of any d e difficult bed * n ann diſcuſſed, — 90 
8. „ E e 2 75 qi i duo X "i 
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; © Be Stephen's. Chapel the day of a call of che houſe, and were 


id a thas, hey would bon come to 4 


of che greateſt Phyſician in ondon a could do abour king th 
ar i Nor one gs Pacha, mins con 2 e, "ta 1 
be had the lungs of Stentor, would waſte one ſhred, or beſtow 
one blaſt, of them, on his brethren. But the caſe, I preſume, 
would be widely different, if the fame | Honourable or Right 
Honourable Gentlemen were ſet down | the green benches in 


_ obliged to conſult in public on the ſame. queſtion. - Then the ſpi 
rit of the Orator, the Politician, the antenne che eus che 
Tory, the In, the Out, the Minit wonl 
Ekindled in a moment, and would ae ec exploſion more loud, 
ms, nnen ir i 
1 . 1 W PUNT BHS ain cry 
7 men in politics, great as they are juſtly. thought, and generally) 
| Known, can give to thoſe who; are unacquainted with the dif 
pPutes among medical men, any 2 of ee ee rancour 
With which they have generally e conducted. Politicians, : 
the moſt violent diſputes and quarrels 
mity, the bittereſt revilings and 1 
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mutua eee have been 
known to unite cordially, to become the deareſt friends and ſworn 


brothers, even 


th 
for the trifling conſideration of private intereſt; MW 4 
vrhile to ſerve their country, though but in the humble ſtation i ge 
of underſtrappers, Whigs have become Tories, and Tories, 3 tic 
| p dr 

it 

In 


They have become all chings to all Te gh bare re 1 
1205 laſt to what they were: at firſt. NoXw1A¹ 45 
es mw N "A y knowledge and lief 
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e (And cur wich bears wk -nowing a bow wo na-, 
0 ods ee ene OPER nt ERR RAT ; 
pproaches eee e ee | 
vows in Maga nature to es Odium Theolagicum. It has 
even been doubted by competent judges which of the two is the - 
worſe; for though Phyſicians have never yet carried the joke ſo 
far as to burn alive their adverſaries whom they could not con- 
vert, as Dominican monks and others uſed to do very ſucceſsfully - 
with their obſtinate opponents, yet there is reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
this reſerve and delicacy: on the part of our Faculty, has proceeded 
more from want of power than from any want of good-will to the 
work. It is certain at leaſt, that at one time, about two hundred 
and fifty years ago, in Spain and Portugal, Mrs K ried, it, an 
that ET had. well nigh ſucceeded in their attempt. e oh 
n be no doubt, eee eech af l 
men in all «hdr: diſputes, is orie of the bad eff 
the fruit of that forbidden rree, "Whoſe mortal tafte brough 
death into the world, and all our woe, or of n e 
baſtard ſort of it, which is every where met with, and ſeems to pro- 
duce effects almoſt as bad as the genuine poiſon. It is remarkable, 
thar of che fruit of the tree of medical knowledge it is en 
ul, and very difficult to get a bellyful, it being in ſuch 
l requeſt; and ſtill more remarkable, that the ſmalleſt por- 
dom bf itz ſo ſmall a portion as to elude all obſervation, oſten pro- 
dutes more violent and worſe effects, than the largeſt quantity o 
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it * wy be has hitherto been able to procure for himſelf. 
ſome conſtitutions che effects o a ſma e it are more 0 
fs iii," FL ee (ON ie e 2.,,2: 24. ridiculous 
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 aQing r i; in A thouſand: ways, but douhecdtiiig ae ſe 


mouthful of that unlucky 


deal enen e the Jennie ay 1 Tan in general chat the 
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vous or outrageous. In other conſtitutions, the effeẽts of a ſmall 
uit: are much more atarmi 
of deal nightſhade, or the ſtrongeſt Scotch whiſky; the pa- 
tient not only talks, and writes, and acts abfurdly, and ſometimes 
Sitramcr 24 x 19 po be lean all, who differ from 


monal entre 


e ee ta a anvil Theory and Practice of 
 Phyſic for more than 2000 years,:is a ſolutely uſ : 
chy to be known but as a matter of e or a miſerable es 

bebe warning of the: worſt; errors. tuin Prone: 


ſume is true with OO e Writing on. ge and. Prao 
tice of Surgery. SL) 163: e Ante 141 e fe hav 3-61 
Baſore any perf mee of ade medical) a on, 


ſhort explanation and a few. examples of the 
8 of ee eee met and of the manner in which 
_ their; diſputes have been conducted, may faffices} : 
+: Thoſe to whom the ſubject is new will find: it leſs. arpriſing, an 
more eredible, if they wil conſider. what is well known with re 
numberleſs keen controverſies ta which it 

| has given riſe. Even with. the aid of the - Scriptures. to en- 
menen aderſtanding, determine their faith, and- ſoften. their i | 
_ hardneſs. of. _ lam tat have; differed, r. on 21 
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pa- nous ſects of Ch iſtians do, but differing totally 

times ¶ moſt general principles, juſt as the Heathen do fron che Jews,” or 
from anne poppe en Chriſtians. Long before the Chriſtian era 


ceſſors were geitker wiſer Hor! better Em. 0 Ard. 800k after the 
Chriſtian mr rh {ge e n nf mg eau ntr 


8 n e ee Welt 


er moſt: tws centuries moregltit wap ſbe aid t, 
70 for 1500 fears. R fo Herre 11380“ al N „„ 
their Len che ine of 5 it t produc d a, moſt violeat warfare in jj | 
An Faculty, and:kept them embroiled; eee 0 2 „ 4 
byſt Long before che Galeniſts had completely eaten c :b 15 
their are e both W en at "OT 


£: Galen was wriumphaatiy xevived: in, Alt ie genen 
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invioxed by the Chen niſts, the great leader of whom (Paracelfus i 
actually committed to the flames, in public and with due forma. be 
ty, not the perſons of any of his living adverſaries, but the iff 
voluminous works of Galen and Avicenna; che former the great A 
apoſtle of the Greek, as the latter was of the Arabian ſchool. Be. ii 
fore the Chemiſts had e excerniinerſd the Galeniſts, they were I 
themſelves attacked moſt furzoufly by the Mathematical Phyſicians, il © 
who indeed gave no quarter either to Galeniſts or Chemiſts, Then i 
followed within theſe hundred years an-endlefs hoſt of /Statlians, Fo 
Hoffmanians, Boerhaavians, Cullenians; \ 8c. &c. down to Zoono- il ® 
mians, and modern Pneumatic Chemiſts; who I truſt will keep Ml © 
us all alive and merry for a dozen years at leaſt; and when they b 
bite Grred their time and their hbur is come; - nam dameis uns WY 
 matiet nb; will giveiplace to oth a nh eder FN 2 
| Amel to amuſe the Whale 0 
In the midſt of all theſe diſputes and con . 
artes one very general and. d vievevced ha- 

niſted almoſt u 5 a both in ancient and motertrtimes, for 
en Ds: no. doubt will laſt for 2000 more: g 
_ for ut this day and in this country it flouriſhes in as great vigour il - 
as it did in ancient Greece in the time 2 —— + 
i nga the difticaien neee matiſts I 
60 


8 to no wen Knon- 


5, and the mode of operation of the remedies 
S fuch {ſpocritarions,” al It, 


a0 . y ad er the water wic 
eee arried on, it is a ſufficient account and | 
ere ate Wh dms uf the<ontnding fects 


ion, have long 


en ee * mean an atragant, poſitives uwneandid 
Fe — weir ſpeaks in a-Gyls.of 
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F do nat know he khg ancient Exapaics 
anaget chat matter, have been as. Ohſtinate as any among. dhe 
* any Era ning, and mere ee SHOUT INE 


ee, bee ep 0 


s ede the lie every moment It is nee 
linchdly trutli; that many of owe: pretended: medical facie fe qyſe s 
be truſted; and aften murh mate dangerous, than aur, medical. 
een 7 ane dN 2d! 5. 40 n5td591d eps viel 155 


wy 7805115 15611 ot” 
. wan nor ever Will be. gnher au Ennikic 
«> Dagmhatiſt. He would ba- Been a keen Degmatiſt, buy that 
W ainerynine zn che haadred-of Medical Dam 
« falſeg and; 'maby of chern fark nonſenſe. He wonid, have 
cer en 4 determined: Fee ki.thatihe, found: ax. eſe piety wine: 


kactally — bur has long bern underdaed 
to mean an ignorant impudent eee, it is jut Hne- 


anſlated — anount en- 


"alk 4% 8 Pau : 


Ahe diſputee e ee 1 ae 5 


1 - Hin eee on ci has phe 
725 Test y auc che Fractite of lie in theiUniverfiry'of Edinburg! 


| — 3 acbb . 9 . "as abfurd, as 


ſome of his profeſſional brethren would bai my dee hin 


Sbſerved, e hs great comfort; that he -hathime Bechſion 10 tab 
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platable, and as ridiculous; as any of eee coremp 
_— "He nee Rs e g rofe 
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— — chs reaſons ef chat dee dkne ries 
ent y miſunderſtanding, or che Feperition * ſuch 
bene as wer read of in Gil Blas Le know : 


— would wee remain 29008 long "inconſolable.'if the 
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bels tesdy made Pubs which werd Hosting A ch He 


_ Hat trouble; ab the Whale has always found e geeinten 
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averrintends eee hee this leaf afukid-of the 
Wiials. He has: nat had wiſdom engugh tor keep himſelf out of 
albdiſputes and controverſies even in qcienceʒ and in choſe here 
in he has engaged, hel has been Abundantly acrinianiousg as his 
gpponents (prohabIV) wilb be ready toi certify upon oath :; O if they 
ſhould; nor, zit s of littliæ on ſequence : the fact may be eſtablihed 
kithout wein helps: ordin 2 bee eee hitherto, ;notwiths. 
Trovacations,-and: plenty of bad ex- 
gle has eſeaped te folly of any wedkcl hun combs 
hm tom eee eee. eee a 
en into that folly g but by his, ſtrong ſenſe of ridicule, -which on 
tals point phi rears From:his neee 
atqui 0 mee eee 
ade ener. in privy before: he engaged in the ſtudy of phyſic, s 
he vas from the firſt both mortiſied and entertamed: with the con 
mmhh r He fooueneihed, ene reiſpett raphyy 
ee eee e ler thaſecmthiebomentbeforeitsghdofilt. 
more to diſtanguiſh between the/ good and chef bad which itſelß pros 
RE: el ee We ik eee 


ea prfelion, [nnd-of vaſt majority of, Thais whe haue taughe 
di pradiſed it. Being a great philoſopher, of che ew e eme 1 
dine hen thüinks is aneh, ers; | 6-08 
either. ta) cry r be ace nch Wing and amen hare: | 
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2 eee e e ec e ub de ambitig 
He never could der ee either honour or advantage in 


_ rellingfifty of his dotemporarie and Soo df hit predeceffbre;"though 
e eee c en by implication, chat they were 
laaves and focls, Hurd and quacks, or in being ani the. Lame in 
equally civil, or perhaps in plain terms hy many of his cotemp 
He never had the vanity to fuppdſe that his a en 1 
2 His efforts — ey wont 10 THR ſcience thai 
4 bs + predatory dion hit he wh 


medical Fyteind, and rex 
on „lh he Wäs- lick, and. tried many dozens 
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theit Dogmis, or Tibbtic 
wn & te, en Negtee and Wem the bafinels of cd 
tations, as may at firſt e thought by diefe who a are little acquaint- 
A. wich che fubjtel. Mary tho 
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Poe 


Sieg ue eee enn at 


Lncheif: pk cs ; throats. 1 fear v need nt range to ſuch 


diſtant countries and remote ages, to find more than ſufficient ex- 


amplcs, of: Helencg and; inn G in dich ot ng gonſequence 
in religion; and Ham ſure. Ne can math Me, orf them in 
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eruch, Phyſcians (and though | annor ſtate {a well the 
ienlars,.L am, fare, in, e, eee va 


dgrate int — ion Pei eh -Pragice: as'aboue 
a of enero not know of ay g diſegſe, r; any one 


ed oceationally 10 afferent e nee f any, fonfe- 
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frank reaſopsz and Tt many, medieal, authors, of (Ipferier 
note, haue confidently mentioned, as. the, bad ebe bark 
ders nployed hto gHe agnes, thoſe. Nez; Tb gg or. Giſcaſe 
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ve uſed Mercur unn cure for ar the ae 
diſtemper ; and, though ſtrictiy ſpeaking, not iniver/ally with 
ſucceſs, yer with ſiicceſs infinitely more general and more complete 
than e hade experienced from any other remedy in any other 
ſeaſe. But it has, during all that time; 1 
clint e den are 0d at this boat the, utes 50 


AED tete, enki deer dg aj pare . 
Taten ae 6 gn od erally: * 


thing dick with ity a kind of air, (exygene), which has done 10 1 
much good; and wich may be found i much larger proportion, = | 
well as in much greet r efoAntiEY A he pureſt” ar ta We 

breathe,” in Püre ring Water, atid W Adfuafurtisz Lie aye 4 
cmd a en hi arfettic; and im fey Hier fab fta ee 
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I abcht a1 years alter che time of, Borwllus; 6 


 phyſicanand,medicalabyhor, Van Fickmong, a Fleming, maintain. i - 
ed wich ſill mere wolens 8. (fox he was one af our moſt ſpirited i . 
amd eloquent Hiſputancs),, that bleccdling in any, co Whatever was i 
downright murder, (on warſe, executioner's work, carnifieina, which i „ 
in on language. we have poj.one word ito..expreſi)-; Van Hel. ff 
mon died like à hero, of the conſequences f A pleurify, in which WM 
br ing gn n e eo amen . 
hin iche chat cha is nun ig; er oj 
ned eat hide f2onagyzs) Diigo babe or deter orig Zeta re 
—_—_— 7 pxtravagancies ſeem, 39. have Gale berg: f che patiend pl 
a of Bearhaavei himſelf, whoſe; candouraud; gogd-nature. ue un- a 
ou tn hari ang 1394;#be cpp IM 
5 dy rent leaders in Dr ichont deigna i g 
attefipting be reconcile; chem, or to argue I in 
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ance with that puzzle which every body kr 


whole empire af Lilliput in a calamitous civil war: the wee | 


The. ak de ebene eber not underſtanding Galer g 0 


asg ee ngy the authority of Aretæus in op 


refy had been eſtabliſhed as the orthodox fyſtem of alf 


the wrong ; and with laudable zeal made ſuch haſte to promul 


bin ſchool; Rn Fo dl innovation. 6 char a 


bleeding from the arm of! kin neee 


x of Payfc,' and that cer deere wee 1 


as he wus himſelf. vo 


tn Ir'was referred to the Univerſiry-of Salam dances and | 


mentous{occation,”.- By means of ſomehicabe, us it dene 


learned N was at * that i is, after 8 ae nd long 


eee pO E prone | 
to mention is exactly of the / fame nature and the fame imports N 


roduced the barbarous 1 End the 
ere for the ſuke of revulfion; as it was called. This hen 


s for near 700 years. Briſſot having learned Greek 
wing to conſtrue Galen, ' ſoon. diſcovered that they were all in 


„chat in à few years he had ſet the/Facalty 


Baſics all over; eps, lin Bp ani! Vubinignl etal - 
reformers. had like to_have/ been literally zu be flames + for che | 


nagar Af AAA 61” 
Univerfiry of Evora, the Doctors of e een ac e about 155 7 


en to: e wrong deciſio een 


of the | Arabian fyſtem :: hut on conſidering it again more fully, 


gave it at laſt in favour of Galen and Briſſot. But the inveterate 
Arabian. Doctors would not acquieſce. They a teten Em- 
- perar Charles the Fifth, their Sovereign, repreſenting to him t 
importance of the queſtion, the danger to his fubjetts Bom the 
Briffotian hereſy,” and the neceflity of cruſhing and exterminating 
thoſe Medical Lutherans, in order to preſerve the ancient eſtabliſh. 
ed faith in all its purity. It i ſaid: chat Charles the Fifth was 
on the point of yielding to their importunities and clamo 
when luckily his good Coufin and brother Sovereign Eharle 
the: Third, Duke of Savoy, fell ſick of a pleurify, and died of it, 
though he was bled by his Phyſicians from the arm of che oppoſite 
de, according to the old orthodox ſyſtem. This fortunate acci- 
dent, which was a noble ſubject of triumph to the Briſſotian He- 
tetics, ſaved that wiſe Monarch the Eniperor from the diſgrace of 


interfering in a medical diſpute, and left the Phyficians at full l · 


Hherty to worry one another about it till they were tired; which 
they were not for more than two hundred years, The number of 
Fhyſicians in that time wo have either expreſsly or- incidentally 
given their opinions en che \ controverſy, muſt. have been nearly as 
great as chat af the Phyſici ho broke their eggs either at the 
- big or the ſmall end. We int: A catalogue by Moreau, and a 
—_ en ef thoichie auahors, in chronologic: 
nn eee ee ei 
ſot began the diſpute. At that time the eee unted 
more than an hundred, inchiding one. ſolitary. German Theolo 
S (Here 1yIn —_, bo, pe 1 preſume, e controver- 
4 | aaron, where be was ure open of 
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indeed, but not leſs inveterate. One inflance-more „ | 


them, not only on account of the ſpixit 
on,” but-alſ{o*becauſe-it:occurred/ amotg-ds Fellows ef the Royal 
ee STOP ee eee who have at all times been dif- 


on he ear nnn ARE 
.. ſmall pox. x 


The good old orthodox practice in chat dreadful diſeaſe was/es 


eee e as hot as was conſiſtent with life; ſometimes: much 


botter. On the ſame abſurd but well-eſtabliſhed principle, pur. 
Sing n. even che gentleſt, was reprobated as abſolutely 
| who had the merit of introducing, at leaft 


ad: others, leſs general 


e for their learning, cheir talents, and their liberal man- 


mf ery filet lei; and are regarded by 
| ten pms e eee eee enk, 10 


* ap ei regimen in the ſmallpox; ſeems to have been 1 1 


WE oppoſition to chat y em; amd only Mints 
cooling purge (and a very gentle one compared to the 


tracks dr be uſed ta preſcribe in other diſeaſes): ſhould: be 
rzth day, but not ſooner. Such a ee, pag | 


given on the 
de endured; eſpecialiy Sum | Fach: 16! n 1 8 | 
many of his more learned and thoroughbred; cotemporari 
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50 Dawplucker; 1 is at once the Jaxus Ry the 2 
nius of medical warfare: and never may his brazen gates be 
cloſed; but his works, like the letters of Junius, are too. good 
to be owned. The envy atid malice which writings of ſuch, ſu- 
perior merit could not fail to bring upon their happy author, 
if he were preciſely known, would be embarraſſing to a man of his 
prudence: and the loud and perpetual applauſes which they muſt 
have brought upon him whenever he appeared in public, would 
have been ſtill more diſtreſſing to one of his exquiſite modeſty. 
2 modeſty i is a candle to his merit; it ſhines itſelf, and ſhews 


. 4 his merit alſo,” But it is much to be lamented, that ws; real 
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We all muſt acknowledge that the man in the maſk. was truly, - a 
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+3 rapture, 8 The man who would have done it without a maſk.” 
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I were true, that every thing faid by Jonathan Pawplucker of 
the Surgeens and their diſputes were as falſe as Mahomet's Al. 
corah, his works would be but ſo much the ſtronger evidence of 
chat implacable rancour and inveterate warfare to which I allude. 


falſe from end to end, would contain complete and true evidence of 
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None of chem, 1 am e raid me n 2 -gadlei as 
even for a moment to ſuppoſe it poſhble that either party ſhould 
be in the right in ſuch diſputes. If I were, Jonathan Dawplucker 
Eſq; ought without delay to perform his office hpon me and he 
and his other patients would be well entitled 10 have me roaſtod 
For their next anniverſary dinner. )) I 
Il be truth as, and I wiſh it co be generally known, that far from 

preſuming to interfere in their diſputes, I do not even know what 
tbey are about Of the many bones of contention, which have 
long kept them embroiled on a. gridiren, L know-tut ohe, unleſs 

perhaps the diſpute» about the hydrocele (mentioned; p. 435.) be 
one of them, which 1 think I. Beard ahout five ot fx years ; 

chat it was z but eren that 1 believe, was propetly and ariginally. a 
| Londan difpure. of lee JO COD 1 1 Por e al ax 7 2 * 
I never read one page of Jonath- x Dawplucker's:works except 
"that paſſage which relates to myſelf, and even that was by a kind 
of accident. About fifteen months ago a very young member of 


- whe College: of Surgeons, ſo young that: I had never-mer'with him 


in practice before, and do; little acquainted, with me'as.motto/know 


; my uniform conduct and unalterable reſolution with. reſpect to His | 
profeſſional brethren: antl their diſputes, ſhewed me that paſſage in 
dne af Mir Dawplucker's books. Ircadl it in hid preſence very 


gravely, und returned him the boo ſo dryly, that I ſuſpect he 
f 50 hea at my behaviour. He certainly an hewing it to me 


had i intended what he thought would be moſt civil and gratifying 


tome. did mas) know, what any of his elder brethren could 


dare telt Hir, chat I not only would: hon interfere, in their: dit. 


putes which in truth I had no right to do, but did nat chooſe even 
t be informed of them, and had often declined: to e e 

mation about them; when it was moſt eagerly offered ne, Ai 

bor char reaſon, and ſome others which! it is: nde ſe men- 


i tion, I der would-be — RO OY 
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(Ecculapian, Harveian, G 0 ICE doubt whether I know | 
the names of ee e Though often ſtrongly invited, more than 


twenty years ago, but ſeldom more lately, as my principle was well 


known to them; I never was preſent even as a viſitor at any f 
their clubs. I neter heard any of their Harveian orations; not 
even chat one which was ann Eulogium on my oven Father. ne- 
ver read _ of their controverſial writings. Of courſe I Kno-. 
little or nothing of the particulars of their diſputes, or of who and 
who ate together; Probably m anne oY Nah 6 


of the medical profeſſion. 4 I 7 111 i 12 e x RL 5 2: 21 1 
I hare known cheſg four and + at Nath wine Ge hvck EY 


eee WW diſputes among them; arid that cuts: diſputes have 
of late became more and more inveterate. I have reaſon to be- 
leve chat ſome of the moft eminent of chem are not at this hone, 
and have not been for Hae ee on conſulting; 

Eik ane "ian in; Ae eee bn opinion. 5 
that in che confulting robm f this Infirmary: there have often 
been keen debates, which ended juſt as in the Houſes of Lords and 
Commons, not by either party convincing the other of its error, 
or giving up its own opinion, but by a 007? ; and ſometimes a very 
ſmall majority perhaps of only one or two, hen chere was a very 
full houſe..- I fhquld not be furpriſed eo hear of a queſtion bei 
carried only by the Spmakefe caſtin 
required x0 perform a dangere 
ment! In ſuch a caſe his ſituatie 

chat of his W me es. BAL Feder bolton i 02:4; ah 


p youu Fra, fargeon being 1 


a ould be ap deplorable 5 | 


* 
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work PIO n e TED irrtung's.. : 

heard nothing of them before, or ſo little as not to attract my at. 5 
tention or be remembered. It was impoſſible for me to gueſs at 
the nature the peculiar wit, and unparalleled acrimony, of Jona- 2 


than Dawplucker, Eſq; and his publications. The gentleman who i , 
| thenied me dhe paſlge relating to myſel, finding ime © ry on the | f 
ſubject, did not take the trouble to explain the joke to me: for * 

_ which I cannot blame him. I heard very little, and thought 
leſs, ar nothing, of Mr Dawplucker, till a few months age, after © 

I Thad begun to write this Memorial, when one of my en pro- A 
_  feffional brethren (of the College of Phyſicians) who knew. what f 


I was engaged in, and wiſhed well to che good: work, mention- 
© ed to me Jonathan Dawplucker, Eſq; and finding me. totally ig- 
F = _norant of his peculiar merits, explained to me the nature of his 
Janus-like maſk, and gave me ſuch an account of his wit and in. 
veteracy, as not only afforded me much amuſement, but gave me 
dhe ſtrongeſt deſire to read his works. My friend promifed to fend 
chem to me for my. peruſal, and actually ſent them to my houſe a 
few weeks after, Had they come in a day or two I ſhould. cer- 
| tainly have read them: but before they came I had: time to re- 
collect myſelf, and take a more prudent eee 
ee eee ee eee 
For this, piece of ſelf-denial, which E reckon both wiſdom ind 
virtue, L take. much, credit to. myſelf, and 1 hope the hoſtile le- 
Sions will, give me much more, when they know the xeaſon of it 
IL doubted/whether I had wiſdom or virtue enough to reſiſt the 
temptation of catching hints from Mr Dawplucker, or making 
dame alluſions; to what I might. find in his glowing page. Any 
fach uſe; of bis works made by me, might very probahly have 
been unjuſt, and. certainly. would. have appeared perſonally: male- 
Ne to ſome individuals, w om. I. ſhould / be very farry. to in- 
dure ar offenc ee ba: eee 
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8 their diſputes; - wh 
liberal, and diſgraceful to myſelf. It would have tended ſtrongly 
to fruſtrate the honeſt benevolent purpoſe of this Memorial. 

"7" folemnly declare that T have not read one word of his books, 
bee the paſſage about myſelf, as formerly mentioned): I do not 
know one artich of the ſubjects of contention in them: I do not 
know even the title of his books. 


28 T have here endeavoured to do, con 
tance 'of diamond' cut diamond 


ficht bear, &c. But I alſo declare, that before this Memorial makes 


2 pus . 


its ap 


It is therefore impoſſible for me 
to make a bad, and very eaſy to make a good uſe of his writings; 


ering chem as a fair in: 


, maſk vers maſk, fight dog 


„I hall have read, and ſtudied critically, Mr Daw- 


* would have been not only fooliſh, be 


lucker's wal; and ſhall be Berter acquainted with them than I N 


n the udreiitires of Don For this pur 


e able at a sm cht b wigs ts point out a dozen or two 


Don Quixote. * ſe L have 


of the moſt exquiſite ere, wha in n his writings, oe Wc . — 4 


fer 5 hd hat , T can re Fo" £08 ae 
"Wor king in me cke perfect ſpirit of inn (renin 
impertea gloomy kind of it which is common in this country, and 
well known by the name of the ſecond fight, I cannot foreſee di- 
ſtinctly what my reward will be for all my wiſdom, and virtue, 
and ſelf-denial, and delicacy towards the angry Knights of the 
Scalpel ; and for all che pains that I have taken to ſhew, that, 


thoingh they are no 
medical profeſſion ; 3 b foretel that my fate will be ſomet 


much more horrible than he deach of eee Bork ae | 


d me à complete ſet of chem: and I hope 


— 


, they are no worſe than others of the 
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foul and. body, to. . e i. 
San ba xhwics were never heard on earth, and feld 


hell; to whom Pluto and the, Furies are Superi. Perhaps ef for | 


midable Janus headed Jonathan,, Dawphacker, Eſq;; notw 
ing his former; kindneſs to me, and all the civil and. kind things 
which E have ſaid of him and his books; will officiate as High 
Prieſt, and from his two months will thunder forth the e 
ſentence, and with. his on four hands begin the, riß 
plucking me an berg ab a fh. This ſhall onfider as a 


ct all char 1 wäſh to eſtabliſh, and give to the Managers of this In. 
i r bee , eg been Age af che inyeterate rancour of 
; ; : medical hatred. + hits 530 A at ew "Bet? bs n 4 1 oats OE 

_— happens: ghen'T n x peroraliy nequainredith boch rhe gent. 


1 dur both of prin ee of talents.;. both of chm, fr for 


lint; low the preſent ſtate mene ren this. city» ben 
fultatioan of thera. bath: (ſuppoſing that one conſul ing room 
bold them both, which - is more than P know); wonld | 
| for the Dexil, if he had got a ſtone. in his bladder, oak nies roo 
dad for any poor patient in this Hoſpital ; ee 
er bree. Won ere ends. 2017 FX. e e 107 
lai! 29 choſe 


parc, fr u mach nl th 


Y Which Lands. * * oY 6 NE 3 . ; 
At is | nen chat every perſon; ſhould at all times take 


eure ee of his foul, but malt chiefly when eicher by 
| the judgment of our Faculty, or by the Haance er law, 1 auſ 
: de 1 as ben Faure vi P | 
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2 pho two pe of Sis wy wee but, L Would pk ; 


hardly PE Fe: It would; in my pinion, be irrational as well 2 
demble all the dp e „rene am >; 1] 


an occaſion; though chere, cetainly-could- de No; violent diſputes 
among them, and probably; mot the ſmalleſt difference'of opinion. 
But if anycperſon ere to ſend. o one, in thegcalamitous, eireum- 
ſtances which I have ſpecified, all the mende mud vgs of 
every. loc that he could collect, of che E tab 

church of, Enghand, Papiſts, Quakers, ; 


Burghers, Antiburghers, and the endleſs hoſt oy 9 . : 


peculiaz. tenets Bp man of; ſenſe. knows, or Will! ever enquirt into; 
eſpecially if he ſent to the dying man thoſe of all ſects who were the: 
nt, in) controverſy and moſt implacable in their mαπννHj, 


hatred, it would certainly be regarded both as an impione and as 


a very cruel joke: impious, conſidering the ' ſubject of at eruel, 
conſidering the unhappy ftate of the ꝓerſon on Whem it was. per- 


petrated. -- : Suxely no man could beithought- ſo mad as to de fuck! 
It thing ſeriouſſy, or with any benevolent purpoſe. bun e 
It ſuch a thing were done, for hate ver purpaſe; ur if it were 
8 che eſtabliſhed, law and practice of this City, juſt: like the proinifs. _ 


cuous attendance and conſultations of all the Surgedns of Edin- 


burgh in chis Hoſpital, it could don good. It may caltljibe. = 3 


foreſeen, that if ſo abſurd a ſyſtem were eftabliſhed} many of the = 
moſt reſpectable clergymen of every perſuaſion would ſoon with = 
draw from ſuch. à paimfuf and unavailing duty z while: man of 
the, molt. vielent diſpu nts would be left to content: about! the | 
foul of che dying man. dard $5613.08 Mt 1 2d ang 0 x 
air "ga . thought, chat this acbount of the violence f 

diſpi ix eraggerated- The Managers, 1 
ede. ee nine, w bun be dintinsct M 


bo: litary: force to quell it. Theſe things being 
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| nnn Eämburgh, if in conſequence! 
oer accident they needed chirurgical aſſiſtance, and the pe 
of a capital operation, would think cheir ves expoſed to tenfold 
danger, if they were obliged to receive that aſſiſtance from ſome 
of their own. profeſſional brethren ;' and would be more terrified 
to become their patients, than the Moderator of the General Aſ- 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland would be, if he were taken to 
St Peters Church on Eaſter day, and were obliged to kneel at 
che elevation of the Hoſt when the Pope was ſaying High Maſs; or 
chan an old Quaker would be if he found himſelf in tlie hands of 
ſix See gg Om =_ a r chin aus Wan 


jy * » 


=IS Water. FF Ong #7 $40 ROT dvr: 515595 oP. 5 
Wichout 5 help of 6e many Wuſtratiots, and all eh ng IP 
n of our everlaſting medical Warfare, any perſbin'of 


common ſenſe might ſoon and eaſily have come to that general 
concluſion which I wiſh to enforce with reſpect to all our con- 
Cultations'; by -confidering the ſubject in this obvious Point of 
view. If five and twenty Phyf dans or Surgeons be not too many 
for che purpoſe of à conſultation, would fifty be too many? or 
an hundred? or five hundred ? It will ſurely be admitted that 
this number could not be a right conſultation; nor yet a 
good battalion, unleſs it were well drilled, and under ſtrict diſ- 
Cipline; and that it would be a kind of popular aſſembly; pro- 
bably a very tumultuous one; perhaps a mob, ſuch as would 
ſoon require the interpoſition of the Civil Magiſtrate and the Peace- 
Ohicers, poſbly the reading of che riot-act, and the aid of mi- 
ig obvious and unde- 
niable, nothing more can bel needed to eſtabliſh the proper ge- 
neral principle, bur juſt to. trace | backs the ſeries in the oppoſite 
Wa and: -obſerve- ar what ; | 

Ade ben kat and 5m he moſt 
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is not only e but really pernicious ; and I truſt I have - 
ſhown that che evils of it depend not entirely or chiefly. either, on 


the number of the conſultation, or on the perſonal characters and 
talents of the individuals who. compoſe it. 'The, evils to which 1 
allude, like the wars among independent ſtates; the factions in 


families and. among individuals, and even the diſputes in ſome 
branches of, ſcience, depend partly, and perhaps chiefly, on ſome 


of che moſt general and active principles of. human nature; 5 and 


accordingly: have been found to a greater or-leſs. degree, and are to 
be feared, in all ages and countries. But it is equally plain that they 


do not depend entirely on thoſe moſt general principles, but partly © 


on other principles. leſs general 1 in their influence, and prevailing 


more in ſome. ſciences and 1 in ſome profeſſions. chan i in others; for 


thoſe evils, profeſſional. diſputes, i inveterate animoſity, and open war- 


fare, are common in ſome ſciences and profeſſions, a and almoſt un 


known others. They are almoſt. unknown among Mathematicians, | 
but very common. among Phyſicians, e eee and Foley 


very r rare pots 9 "Though Aſp puting is Pp trade, of which 
few of them. have. enough, and. moſt of them little or none, 1 haue 
obſerved that they diſpute always at the expence of their clients, "1 
and. even when. they diſpute the moſt violently,. they continue in 
good humour, and ſometimes, in the moſt i intimate friendſhip with 
one another, and generally . unite moſt, cordially, in laughing at 


te who employ them, This is fo well underſtood, that if our 


| 2 gase e * W diſpures « as we 
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ments, the intrigues. in every, court, the quarrels in 
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68252 » i 
are ahvays Sabteed in, it e be thought — a pro- 
gy as if 4 pack of fox-hounds, or ef deſs rational foxchninters, 
were ſuddenly to quit their proper game, and begin to hunt cheir 
own Tpeties. The Irs are auch" wiſer" and better chan ve 
a a 1 I „„ ˙ C0 Hintog 1 vr Nd e isi 108. 057 

. dhe rac 1 ren of" phyſic hs . 
ent, ſo violent; {ſo notorious, that I could eaſily Bave eſta. 
bliſbed the important general principle which ought to'regulite the 

conidtict of the Managers, without alluding even in the moſt diſtant 
manner to any of the recent or preſent diſputes which” Have occur- 
red attiong the Surgeons of Edinburgh; and though it is of ſome 
onfequente on this ocaſion to ſhow that they ure Bo exception to 
he general rüle, 1Hhould have avoided itentioning thr diſÞares, 
drr alluding to bir, for fear of in6urritg the diſgraceful ſuſpicion 


or taking 4 part in in chem; but for che Tucky concurrence of two 


Farouräble circumſtances, firft, There being ſuch an ade 
Auchor, of unqueſtioned impartiality and 'Pro ound Etiowledge: of 
de abject, as Jonathan Dawplucker, Eſq; wWho can bear withe 
on bock ces; ſecondly,” My literally not knowing what their dif 
E are about; Hor even the account which he giwes ef chem - 
Ihe appearance of an author of ſuch di ſtinguiſhed talents and 
weit il. metlical controverſy is accidental and rare, like chat of 
Hannibal is Sar, or frnias in politics, or Baotiaparte” in both. 
Keberding to dhe petittar chatacter and talents of A Few in- 
Aividuals Nh take a lead in medical diſpntes, fut as Happens 


In politics and i war, the contention Will be mort or leſs "ol 


Jet and erircttainiing, and more or lefs' ably;>condnted.” 
 eonnt6hitibhins, (nll bitter /eoncenions, thi ere always me be, es 
There i 4 great tiurnber or Phyficiaris Wick Surgeons, Arch efpetial 
Wherever theſe are braught together in che Praktice of their pro- 
"Kfioh, A nutherotis confultation of chem z Nein 8% Huifonce 
3 fn . e 15 r 
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nathan Dawpluckts;> EI along witha them; a8 an ann 
panion, juſt to keep them alive and merry, were in one night tranſ- 
ported to the planet Saturn, and if their places were inſtantly filled 
by an equal number of Surgeons, whoſe! names we never heard 
of and Who had never een one another before, there cin be no 
doubt that in a very few years, probably in a few months, theſe 
new comers would be embroiled in diſputes as keen and as invetes 
rate, though probably not ſo witty and entertaining; as thoſe which. 
n EO cha works of J onathan T Dawplucker, Eſqz +7 
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men have been many un 


nig 25 April. The Wee bK . Memorial —— b 
Surgeons Hoſpital in 1737, which was too preci 
diſmiſſed without full diſcuſſion, and wich id non receive el 
this Memorial. was in che preſs; and the conſideration of the pro- 
per plan for the attendance: e Surgeons, which was no: ee 
my original deſign, and of Which no part was written till after all 
eee e this Marea. pri 
| DIO | : * E D 
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cid. enn rept to them are abundantly well known; and are 


fulfciently a nm cha detent Which the Manager 


may be af was altogether in voluntary on my part, and pro- 


| beeded from no diminution of nay: zeal for the ſervice of the Hoſ. 
pital. The fame confiderations will, J hope, acdount for and ex- 


caſt forte maccuracie: as to dates and times which will be met 


Wy po theſe are ot no) moment 'cither- in point 


| Thoſe en ee me ee to f peri l r my 
. Memorial again and again, with a view to diſcover any impro. | 
| Prieties which might have eſca ape 
it and in reading che proof 
me forcibly in that reſpect, i 18 0 1 5 mentioned without any 


The only thing whith ftrikes 


ceremony the names of ſeveral of che Surgeons without their con- 
bent or a J truſt, however, chat this can neither give 
m, ndr be mi ſunderſtood by others. Thee facts men- 


lves things: either quite indifferent, or ſuch as do chem 


| ee for example, what I have mentioned (page 104.) of Mr 
Bennett and Mr Law. But whether [ have judged right or wrong 

in this reſpect, neither of them can juſtly be blamed for what! 

: Rare done; for neither of them at this: moment know that I have 


mentioned their names: And I believe they know as hitle as' a 15 


5 _<fithciv profeflionab brethren do of this Memorial. 
EE he name which is mentioned in it in the Wen . | 


manner ig that of MY George Bell; (Page 16.) - He is mentioned 
= 2 CS ar c is/no longer ſo; mor has he been 


_ rotation] remonſtrate ſo ſtnongiy. Some ſerious: explanatio 
wis ie, tieceary;;) elſe ir might be a cruel Wrong to hin; and 
W e e by r — 40 


aba;Galicho af Sr 


of 


Point 


25 obſervation, both in writing 


de Months. He is one of the youngeſt members of 
ons, againſt whoſe promiſcuous atrendance by 
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ſyſtem, and vas [the - object f public difapprobation and cenſure. 


ft, 
2 Nothing can be farther. from my intentions. Any ſuch infinua- 
5 tion from me would in the firſt - place be a moſt ungrateful return 


5 to his father for his very Kilful profeſſional aſſiſtance moſt; zea- 
5 louſly given to me and my family when we had much need ol ic 
* and in the ſecond place, would: be great injuſtice to the young man 
himſelf. He was long my pupil as a ſtudent of phyſic; and I Was 
vaoch better acquainted with hirn than it is poſſible for me to be 
my wich moſt of my pupils, for he was my clerk during à courſe of 


ſied with his good ſenſe, his attention to his duty, and hib profi- 
ciency in phyſic. As to his p bficieney in ſurgery, for eee 
fully mentioned already, I-cannot judge of it; but as he has made 
chat his chief object, and has had very uncommon advantages in 
e ſtu Nee eee, 
chat he is well i ucted in his own profeſſion. Far from withing 
injure him, 1:ſhould be very glad to do him every good e 
in my power on any Proper occaſion ; but this is not ſueh an occa- 
ion. However great his merits may be ſuppoſed; I am fu the 
lofs of him, and of an hundred others as well mnt A we. 
Fo ppp lym appr og 5 ira 
the attendance of two or three or 5 Surgeons anently ap 
ointec ae Lian: equally. fare: chat els) evils, reſulting; re 
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